
 

 
July 22, 2021 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

We have great news! We are finally able to begin a long-awaited new session of 

Stephen Minister training.  

Have you ever found yourself wishing you had more “tools” to help you be a better 
listener to your loved ones or those in need? For many, this has become even more 
evident this past 17 months. Our church is now able come back together as a 
community to continue caring for and loving one another. Stephen Ministry offers some 
skills for us to do just that…with loved ones, church family, friends and strangers. We 
can learn how to better support each other as Christ would have us do. 
 
Stephen Ministers are laypeople – Christian men and women – trained to provide one-
to-one care to people experiencing a challenging time in life, such as grief, divorce, job 
loss, new to the area, or other life changes. They come from all walks of life, but have in 
common a passion for bringing Christ’s love and care to people during a time of need.   
 
Stephen Minister training is a Christ-centered experience that equips participants with 
essential caring and relating skills. It teaches principles and skills that equip people to 
provide high-quality, Christ-centered emotional and spiritual care to others. Trainees 
learn how to listen to, care for, and walk with those receiving care  
 
Training sessions will take place weekly, in person, at the church this October 
and November. If you wish to participate, please let us know by September 15 so 
materials can be ordered.  
 
Please give thoughtful, prayerful consideration as to whether God is calling you to 
become involved in Stephen Ministry at Everybody’s Church.  
 
If you are interested in signing up for this session, or just want to learn more about the 
program, send an email with your name and phone number to 
stephenministry@fpcbirmingham.org. You can also contact one of the leaders listed 
below, or look for someone wearing a “blue badge” at worship services. General 
information can be found on the FPC webpage under “Info – Need Help?” and at 
www.stephenministries.org.  
 
       Grace and Peace,   
        Joanne Blair 
        Steven Coddington 
        John Crawford 
        Barb Linnenbrink 
        Donna Zabowski 
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