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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Lou Nyiri  

 

CHORAL INTROIT “Agnus Dei” Ray

 Chancel Choir  

   

 The music this morning is offered as an act of worship,  

therefore, please refrain from applause. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP Julie Busch
  

One: Gracious God, you sent your Son to be the light of the world.  

Many: As Christ shines upon us, may we learn what pleases you,  

 and live in all truth and goodness;  

One: Teach us to listen for the Spirit’s call  

 so we would follow your holy way. 

All: Let us worship God! 

 

†HYMN 13 “The Mighty God with Power Speaks” 

 

TIME WITH THE YOUNGER CHURCH  

After Time With the Younger Church, children 3 years old—5th grade 

will proceed to their classrooms. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Dr. Kate Thoresen 

 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess 

that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We are 

misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are stained, and 

great when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected justice, and 

ignored your truth. Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us 

to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

 

SILENT CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Please join in reading those parts 

of the service printed in bold. 

 

†When this symbol precedes an 

element of the service, please 

rise in body or in spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymntune: KINGSFOLD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession acknowledges the 

reality of sin in our personal and 

corporate lives. This practice 

relieves us from the burden of 

sin and reminds us of the 

promise of God’s forgiveness 

and grace sealed in our baptism.   

 

We are an intentionally inclusive 

congregation and value the 

richness of worshiping with all 

God’s people. There are times in 

the sanctuary when shouts or 

other loud noises may occur. We 

accept these without judgment, 

unless they are signs of distress in 

need of attention. 

 

 

 

Vision Statement 

As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 

Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community. 

 

Inclusion Statement 

As Everybody's Church we strive to be a faithful, open and 

inclusive community. We welcome the full participation of 

all people of any ability, gender identity, race, ethnicity, 

sexual orientation or any other life circumstance. 

Sunday, March 10, 2024, 10:00am, Fourth Sunday in Lent 
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†RESPONSE  “Jesus, Remember Me” (sung twice) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

One: Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us, by your Word, 

through these forty days. 

Many: Ever-present God, minister to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may 

reformed, restored, and renewed; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

FIRST TESTAMENT READING Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

 One: The word of the Lord.  

 Many: Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND TESTAMENT READING John 3:14-21 

 One: The word of the Lord.  

 Many: Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON  “You Are Somebody” Rev. Lou Nyiri  

“The LORD sent out his word and healed them,  

and delivered them from destruction.” – Psalm 107:20 

 
OFFERING INFORMATION 

Members and guests, please sign the Fellowship Pads  

to let us know of your presence with us. 

 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND RESOURCES 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING  “I Lift My Eyes” Forrest 

 Chancel Choir  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please follow along with the 

reading on page 559 of the 

Old Testament in your Pew 

Bible.  

 

Please follow along with the 

reading on page 94 of the 

New Testament in your Pew 

Bible.  
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†THE DOXOLOGY    

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below;  

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

†HYMN 377 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 

SENDING IN CHRIST Kevin Casady 

 

†BENEDICTION   

 

†PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

POSTLUDE “Prelude and Fugue in D Minor” Balbastre  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Andrew Herbruck, Director of Music Ministries, is playing the service.  

 

Our liturgist this morning is Julie Busch. Presently Julie is a Stephen Minister, sings in 

the Chancel Choir, serves on Property Care, Gardening Angels, and Music Ministry 

committees. She answers the phones on Thursday mornings and recommends 

volunteering. It’s a good thing! 

  

The flowers in the chancel are donated with love and thanksgiving for the life of 

Edward (Bud) Erickson from Micke Erickson and Linda Erickson. 

 

Visitors, thank you for joining us today. Please sign the  

Fellowship Pad or use this QR code to register your attendance:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymntune: HOUSTON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The service of worship  

concludes following the  

postlude. Please take this  

time to reflect on the day’s 

worship.  

 

Welcome in Christ’s name to 

First Presbyterian Church!  You 

are welcome here just as you 

are at whatever place in your 

spiritual journey that you find 

yourself.  If you have any 

questions about who we are, 

what we believe, or what we 

do, please ask one of our elders 

or pastors.  They will be pleased 

to visit with you. Please know 

that you are invited to join us 

for coffee and goodies 

following the service in Calvin 

Hall. 

Many Ways to Give at FPC 

To contribute online visit the giving tab (using the QR code, go to 

www.everybodyschurch.org) or Text to Give. 
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Staff 

Ministers······················································································································· The Congregation 

Pastor/Head of Staff ····························································································· Rev. Louis Nyiri, M.Div 

Pastoral Liaison for Stephen Ministry** ······························································ Rev. Joanne Blair, M.Div 

Parish Associates** ····························································································Rev. Julie Madden, M.Div 

 Rev. Ted Thode, M.Div 

Foster/Adoptive Families Partnerships** ························································· Rev. Kate Thoresen, D.Min 

Director of Christian Education and All Abilities Inclusion Ministries ···································· Martha Piesko 

Education Administrative Assistant* ··················································································· Nancy Quigley 

Educator Emeritus** ································································································· Cindy Merten, M.Ed 

Director of Music Ministries ·············································································· Andrew Herbruck, M.Mus 

Children’s Choir Director* ·································································································· Jolene Plotzke 

Music Makers Choir Director, Rejoicing Spirits Song Leader* ········································· Samantha Samuels 

Music Makers Interim Choir Director*·········································································· Charlotte Marjorie 

Coordinator for Young Adults with Disabilities* ··································································· Hadley Moak 

Director of FP Hand-In-Hand Early Learning Center ························································· Heidi Wilkinson 

Director of Communications ··························································································· Dawn Swarthout 

Office Administrator* ············································································································ Dawn Buley 

Financial Administrator* ····························································································· Antonia Kokkinakis 

Membership Coordinator* ··································································································· Amy Zimmer 

Building Supervisor ····································································································· Quenten Matthews 

Custodian ···························································································································· Tony Braxton 

 *Part-time Staff  **Non Stipend Staff 

 

Need to Contact Us? 

First Presbyterian Church 

1669 W. Maple Road, Birmingham, MI, 48009 

248.644.2040 

Email: contact@everybodyschurch.org 

Email reservations for church events: 

reservations@everybodyschurch.org  

Website: www.everybodyschurch.org 

 

   

Use our QR code to check out    

the website:      

  daw 

 
 

 

To sign-up for church emails contact  

Dawn Swarthout at 

Dawn@everybodyschurch.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 Follow us on Social Media: 

 

@fpcbirmingham.org  

All Abilities Inclusion Ministry 

Everybody’s Church Music Ministry 

Everybody’s Church Youth Groups 

 

@fpcbirmingham  

 

 

everybodyschurch1 
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The Mighty God with Power Speaks
CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

13

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Michael Morgan, 1999; rev. 2011
MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
Text © 1999, 2011 Michael Morgan (admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources)

KINGSFOLD
CMD

This paraphrase, set to a familiar English folk melody, focuses on the opening narrative section of Psalm 50
without attempting to summarize God’s speeches in the latter portion of the psalm. Both parts bear witness
to God’s sovereignty, God’s justice, and God’s providence.

(Psalm 50)
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

377

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966
Text and Music © 1970, 1975 Celebration 

HOUSTON
10.7.10.8 with refrain

The author-composer of this unrhymed hymn regards it as a meditation and prayer deeply rooted in many
scriptures, most connected with the theme of light: Genesis 1:17; Psalm 139:12; Isaiah 60:19; Malachi 4:2;
John 14:8; Ephesians 5:8; Hebrews 12:1–2; 1 John 1:5; Revelation 21:23.

377-i want 378-we wait.mus, Page 1
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A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

378We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom

This text paraphrases Isaiah 11:6–9 in the first stanza, then reflects on that passage in widening frames of
reference from self to all creation and identifies its “little child” with one born at Bethlehem. The tune is
named for the composer’s sister, his first piano teacher.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Kathleen R. Moore, 2010
MUSIC: Hal H. Hopson, 1983
Text © 2010 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company

MERLE’S TUNE
7.6.7.6.D
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