Here’s how it works: -
Worship
The 3 and 4 year-olds begin the
hour in worship and are Wonder

dismissed to their classes
following The Time with the Church School

Younger Church. A 3 & 4 Year-Old

The Storyteller leads the children Approach to Worship
in preparation for worship.

One story is told for four weeks
using wooden figures and a
scripted story.

The children work with the story
and respond to it through art and
other activities.

The Storyteller prepares the feast
and the children say a prayer of
thanksgiving and enjoy the feast.

The story is read from a
children’s Bible.

A blessing is given.

Making meaning
through story,

wonder, and play
The Storyteller changes each

month, and an assistant is there

throughout the program year to If you are interested in teaching or

prov'de. GBI EOE CUEEEE assisting with a workshop, contact:
the children and help for the M
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storyteller.
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Worship Wonder

Children learn at a very young age to
worship by experiencing worship. The flow
of the Worship Wonder class is modeled
after a worship service and the tone is set
with preparation for worship as the children
enter the room. They are reminded to walk
more slowly, talk softly and sit quietly in this
special place. Why do we come to this
place? We come to worship, to hear stories

of God and pray.

The goal is to teach children the art of
using religious language as they experience
parable, sacred story, silence and liturgical
action. Through experiential worship, multi-

sensory storytelling methods and

“wondering” questions, children learn the

language of worship. It enables them to
bring their lived experiences into dialogue
with God through the biblical stories. They
become more fully aware of the mystery of

God'’s presence in their lives.

This program was originally created in

the Montessori tradition.

The repetition of the story for four
weeks enables the children to really learn it

and respond to it in different ways.

The wooden story figures were
primarily made by members of our
congregation. The stories used are
from Jerome Berryman and Sonya
Stewart’s books Young Children in
Worship, Following Jesus and other

resources.




