
 

The following nominees are presented by the 

2019 Congregational Nominating Committee. 
 

Serving on the committee are:  members-at-large; Sue 

Bay, Martha Blenman, Diana Sharer, Thom Snider and 

Rod Spearin, CNC Chair;  and John Judson, Pastor. 

Diana Sharer is a lifelong member  of FPC.  She 

loves being part of the choir, and has enjoyed 

serving as a Deacon and an Elder.  Diana has also 

been on Rep Nom a couple of times, as well as 

AAIM, and the Diversity committee.  She is 

grateful for all of the effort and hard work our 

church leadership and staff do.  We are blessed with 

an amazing staff. 

Her son, Dan Chichester, is directing the First 

Theater Guild production of Little Women. 

Cathy Gearig and her  husband, Lee, have been 

members of FPC since 2001.  During that time Cathy 

has taught CrossWalks and VBS and has served as a 

confirmation partner three times.  Together they have 

two children.  Carolyn is a senior at U of M and will 

graduate in April from The School of Information, 

John is a freshman at U of M studying Engineering.  

Cathy is a Certified Financial Planner and a partner at 

LifePlan Financial Advisory Group, an independent 

financial planning and investment management firm.  

In her spare time you’ll find her doing something 

active; hiking, golf, ski, at the gym, etc!   

John Haggerty and his wife, Jane, fir st became 

members of FPC in 1995.  They later moved to 

Florida and joined the Presbyterian Church in 

Bonita Springs.  They returned to their membership 

to FPC in 2014.  John previously served as an elder 

in the Zionsville, IN Presbyterian Church.  He is a 

retired banker and has served on several not-for-

profit boards including St. Mary of the Woods 

College, Detroit Neighborhood Housing Services 

and the National Council for Community and 

Justice (the Roundtable).  John has led various 

church school classes and has attended Bible study 

courses.  John and Jane have 3 children, and 3 

grandchildren.  John travels to visit family, friends 

and historic sites.  He also enjoys fly-fishing.  

Rod Spearin, and his wife, Sally, have been 

members since 1983.  Rod is presently serving on 

Session as Chair of Staff Relations and previously 

served as Chair of Finance.  He also serves as an 

usher on the “odd-month” team.   In other ministry 

roles, Rod has previously served on Property Care 

and First Foundation.  Rod is presently employed at 

Cranbrook Educational Community where he is the 

Chief Operating Officer.  Before Cranbrook, Rod 

worked for 32 years in the automotive industry in 

finance and general management roles.  Rod and 

Sally have raised three adult children in the church.  

Sue Bay has been a member  of Fir st Presbyter ian 

Church for about 40 years.  She is married to Hal 

(they met at First Pres.).  They have four daughters 

and five grandchildren.   Sue has been retired from 

teaching for 16 years. 

At church, Sue has been involved and served in 

Children’s Ministries, Rummage Sale, Property Care 

(Tranquility Garden), Serving Elder, Deacon, 

Receptionist in main office, Vacation Bible School, 

Presbyterian Women (Esther Circle), Sunday School 

teacher, Covenant Partner and previously served on 

the nominating committee.  Sue has also volunteered 

for Beaumont Hospice for 10 years.  

Martha Blenman has been a member  of Fir st 

Presbyterian Church for over 25 years. She is an 

Elder and is currently serving as a Trustee of the 

Presbytery of Detroit, chairing the Audit  and 

Investment Committees.  

Heather Hansel has been a member  of FPC since 

2014. She is very involved in the life of FPC!  

Heather has gone on the YPM Mission trip in 2015 

and is currently on Outreach Ministries and co-

chairing Every Family, Feed a Family.  Heather 

participated in the Mission Strategy workgroup.  

She sings in the Chancel Choir and is excited to be a 

Confirmation Partner this year to Eric Howell.  

Heather is a Sales Manager at Eveden Canada. 

John Rogers has been a member  of FPC since 

January 1991 and enjoys attending the 8:30am 

service.  John has been a Deacon, serving for two 

years from 2007 - 2009 and is looking forward to 

socializing and visiting our shut-ins.  He has been a 

Lawyer for 60 years and has just about done 

everything involved with the law.  He sat on the 

Kingswood Hospital Board (now known as Henry 

Ford Hospital) and represents Waterford Twp. for 

over 20 years. 

Thom Snider joined FPC in 2009, shor tly after  

moving from New York City to Birmingham with 

his family.  He and his wife Donna relocated back 

to Michigan to pursue career goals and to start a 

family.  Thom's passion is music.  He enjoys 

playing trombone in the church's trombone 

choir.  He has a background in computer 

information systems and has worked as a network 

engineer and IT consultant.  After serving with the 

Session Class of 2016, Thom is looking forward to 

focusing on upgrading the building's IT 

infrastructure to bring current technology into the 

hands of our Church. 

Tom Thoresen has been a member  of FPC since 

1983.  He served as an Elder and Deacon at prior 

churches and as an Elder here (twice).  He has served 

on various committees including Outreach, Worship, 

and Education.  He is retired from General Motors 

and is married to Kate Thoresen.  They have  three 

adult children, and two grandchildren.  Both Tom and 

Kate have been advocates  for children in the  

Michigan foster care system.  He enjoys golf,  fly 

fishing and travel.  

Björn Simon has been marr ied to Chr istina since 

2006.  They have a daughter, Norah that is 9 and a 

son, Felix that is 6.  They  joined FPC in the fall of 

2013.  Björn is leading software engineering teams at 

Altair Engineering in Troy.  He is very engaged with 

his job and his family.  Björn has volunteered at the 

Welcome Inn in Royal Oak & Christina participated 

in the 2016 Mexico mission trip.  He has worked on 

various projects for Habitat for Humanity.  Björn is 

looking forward to becoming a Deacon - so that he 

can connect more and give back. 



 

Anne Hughes has been a member  of FPC since 

2015, and before that was a member of Collegiate 

Presbyterian Church in Ames, Iowa. Her husband, 

Michael, son, Bennett, and 2 dogs reside in Macomb, 

but making the drive to church is similar to that of 

her work commute to St. Regis Catholic School. 

Anne is a middle school Spanish teacher, graduate of 

Iowa State University, and a lover of cooking, 

Pinterest, and all music. She participated in the FPC 

choir for one year before the birth of her son. Anne 

has participated in two of the medical mission trips to 

Leona Vicario, Mexico, and previously completed 

one mission trip every year for nine years. She looks 

forward to serving you as Deacon! 

Carolynn Kennedy-Grobbel works at Henry 

Ford Hospital in Detroit as a Surgical 

Oncology Registered Nurse Navigator.  She and her 

husband were members at Orchard Lake Community 

Church, Presbyterian, for many years before joining 

FPC.  Carolynn has been married to Mark Grobbel 

for the past 28 1/2 years.  Together they have two 

adult children.  She has volunteered in multiple 

capacities within the Birmingham Public Schools.  

Carolynn has also volunteered for many activities 

within FPC such as SOS Week, The Ruth Ellis Center 

for Teens, VBS, Mission Outreach Ministry and the 

preschool at FPC.  She is a member of the U of M 

Alumni Association and The U of M School of 

Nursing Alumni Association.   

Tom Buley is a Vice President of Purchasing & 

Program Management.  Tom is focused on aligning 

supply chain initiatives with operational and sales 

goals. He is also responsible for managing dedicated 

cost management resources to ensure best in class 

Total Cost of Ownership.  Tom received a Bachelor 

in Materials and Logistics Management with an 

emphasis in Purchasing from Michigan State 

University and an MBA from Oakland University. 

Tom is married to Dawn and has a 9 year old 

daughter, Madeline. In his free time, Tom enjoys 

outdoor activities including hunting and fishing.  

Jane Haggerty and her  husband John became 

members of FPC, in 1994, when they moved from 

Zionsville, IN, where they raised their three children. 

They were gone for three years living in Florida, 

returning to Birmingham in 2014. 

While in Indiana Jane served as a Deacon in 

Zionsville Presbyterian church and also served a term 

as Deacon at FPC.  She belongs to the Thursday 

Covenant group and is a Stephen Minister.  Also, for 

many years Jane has given her time to P.E.O. 

Jane and John have three children and three 

grandchildren.  In her free time, Jane enjoys reading, 

calligraphy, crafts and being with friends and family. 

Ed Aho has been a member  of FPC for  over  3 

years. He joined the church a short time after he met 

his wife, Mary, and they were married in 2014.  Ed 

loves this congregation and is looking forward to 

serving his church as a first time Deacon.   He enjoys 

volunteering at Skyline. Ed is a software developer at 

Fuse Technology Group in Ferndale. He has two 

sons, ages 16 & 20.  Ed likes computer games, cards 

& board games and is a die-hard Detroit Sports Fan.  

He also enjoys woodworking.   Ed has been touched 

by the support of this congregation throughout his 

illness this year and is looking forward to paying that 

kindness forward as a Deacon.  

Leslie Butler has been attending FPC since 1980 

except for a hiatus at Kirk in the Hills.  She and her 

husband, Keith, rejoined in January, 2011.  Leslie has 

been on staff at FPC through her affiliation with the 

Early Learning Center.  She began teaching in 

1985,  became director in 1993, and retired from that 

position in June of 2010.  She is now the Lead teacher 

for the three and four year old Preschool.  Her other 

interests include playing in FPC Ringers Handbell 

Choir, knitting, playing golf, and spending lots of time 

at their cottage on Hubbard Lake.  She has been on 

several committees over the years.  

Diane Lea has been a member  of FPC for  a little 

over 34 years.  She has volunteered and participated 

in many areas at FPC:  Adult Ed, Worship & Music 

Ministry, Covenant Partner, Alcott volunteer, 

CrossWalks volunteer as well as serving on Session 

for three years from 2003 to 2006.  Diane can be 

seen on Sunday mornings singing alto in the FPC 

Chancel Choir.  In the summer, Diane enjoys 

volunteering frequently at Skyline Camp and 

Retreat Center and throughout the year. 

Keith Termaat has served on Board of Directors 

and Executive Committees of non-profits, including 

professional associations, a church and currently a 

public charity.  He served as a Deacon in Good 

Shepherd Reformed Church (RCA) and grew up in 

the Reformed tradition including a primary school 

in the Netherlands and a year at Hope College.  He 

and his wife Paulette have been members of FPC 

for almost two years and have been married for 

nearly 33 years.  Keith and Paulette have three 

daughters, seven grandchildren and four great-

grandchildren.  Keith retired from Ford Motor 

Company as an executive in product development, 

standardization and research.  He holds two degrees 

from the University of Michigan.  Go Blue! 

Marian Rey McIntyre grew up in Monroe, 

Michigan where she attended the oldest 

Presbyterian Church in the state.  She attended 

Kingswood High School, and then went to 

Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee 

where she studied economics and French. Marian 

Rey also attended U of M and received two masters 

degrees.   She met her husband, David Griffiths, in 

New York City.  Together they have three children. 

She has thoroughly enjoyed her 8 years at FPC and 

has worked on the Children and Families Ministry 

and numerous youth committees and programs.  She 

is currently on the Mission Outreach Ministry. 


