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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Fall Back to Church

Our annual fall kick-off celebrated the 
beginning of a new program year 

as we gathered indoors and outdoors on a 
chilly day of September following our 10am  
worship service on the 9th.  The church family 
enjoyed delicious barbecue, games led by the 
youth for the children, a caricaturist, face 
painting, an inflatable maze and slide, and a 
visit from Cooper the dog. We assembled 150 
hygiene kits to be distributed by Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance. 

Assembling 150 hygiene kits for PDA

Blessing the Children in Worship
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April,
once a month May-August. 

A simple meal 
follows every service.

First Presbyterian 
Church

1669 W. Maple Road
Birmingham, MI 48009

248.644.2040
www.everybodyschurch.org

email: 
contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Senior Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Bethany Peerbolte
Director of Youth Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

Everybody’s Worship is a fresh 
intergenerational 10am worship 
experience.  It is a shorter service led 
by our pastors and our combined 
children’s, youth and adult choirs. 
Everybody’s Worship will engage 
the hearts, minds, senses and 
spirits of people of all ages. It will 

be familiar and yet different. These 
services will be held approximately 
once a month. The upcoming dates 
for these services are September 
30, October 28, and November 
18 and December 16.  We hope 
you will join us for these exciting 
services.

As we kick off this new church year 
we have many things to celebrate.  
The most significant celebration is the 
ordination and installation of our own 
Bethany Peerbolte.  Over the past five 
years, as Director of Youth Ministries, 
Bethany has demonstrated a love for 
our youth and a passion for missions, 
which will be her two main areas 
of ministry.  She has also offered us 
inspiring messages on the Sundays she 
has preached.  We can be very excited 
about the potential she brings for 
expanding both our youth and mission 
programs.

What we can also celebrate is that 
she joins what I believe to be one 
of the most talented and dedicated 
church staffs in the country.  She joins 
Joanne Blair who has helped to grow 
our inclusion ministry, along with 
Mara Myers and Rebecca Stickley, and 
pastoral care presence.  Bethany also 
joins Cindy Merten who not only has 
helped to grow our inclusion program, 
but along with Nancy Quigley created 
one of the best children’s ministries 
around. She joins Andrew Herbruck 
and his team, Ben Kohns, Sam Lyttle-
Samuels and Margaret Rees-Baker, as 
they expand and enhance our multi-age 
music ministry.  Bethany joins Dawn 
Swarthout and her media group as they 
develop new ways to communicate 
with members and advertise to 
outsiders about who we are and what 
we do; Kim McGlynn, who connects 

with visitors and 
shepherds them 
through the new 
member process; 
Larry Malover, 
who through his 
hard work has 
improved our 
facilities and 
in the process 
saved us thousands of dollars. Bethany 
also joins Jan Peters and her phone 
volunteers who are the welcoming 
voice and face of our church; Heidi 
Wilkinson who runs the best day-
school in Birmingham; Martha Smith 
who has modernized and streamlined 
our accounting system; Carl Fischer 
and Jim Goss who oversee finances and 
special projects, helping us to continue 
to be a financially sound and physically 
inviting church.  And Bethany also 
joins our Parish Associates, Kate 
Thoresen, Julie Madden and Ted Thode 
who regularly help lead in worship.

This, my friends, is an amazing staff.  
Each of these people is passionate about 
this church and dedicated to helping us 
fulfill our vision that As Everybody’s 
Church, We Commit Ourselves to 
Serving Christ by Cultivating Mission, 
Inclusion and Community. I hope that 
you will take some time this fall, not 
only to celebrate what they do, but 
thank them when you see them for 
their dedication and faithfulness.
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Nerve To ServeHygiene Kits Prepared During Kick-Off on September 9

This year outreach ministries 
sponsored a mission project that 
was done during Fall Kick-off. Our 
congregation made 150 kits for 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. The 
kits will be sent to a community that 
is experiencing a disaster. The kits 
included a hand towel, wash towel, nail 
clippers, soap, toothbrush, bandaids, 
and a comb. For people experiencing 
a disaster like a hurricane or wild fire, 
these kits will help them feel clean and 
energized to face another day. Thank 
you to everyone who helped put these 
together!

You might not believe it is possible 
to eat a family dinner and pack 100 
backpacks with school supplies all 
within an hour, but it is. We had a great 
team of workers for this event. All 100 
backpacks were packed with school 
supplies like glue, scissors, notebooks, 
folders, markers, colored pencils, hand 

sanitizer, pencils, erasers, pencil boxes, 
and more. Everyone who came for 
dinner brought a backpack or two to 
pack. The ones they picked out were so 
cute and fun! These bags were given to 
Orchards Family Services to be given 
to the families they serve. 

Hygiene Kits Prepared During Kick-Off on September 9
ages 5 and up to serve the community. 
One day we made 1400 sandwiches 
for summer food programs. These 
programs serve students who receive 
free or reduced lunches during the 
school year and make sure they do not 
go hungry over the summer. Another 
day we went to a parking lot where 
Forgotten Harvest distributes food to 
clients. We helped sort, bag, and hand 
out food as clients drove in to get food 
for the week. 

The other agency we worked with 
for Nerve to Serve was Habitat for 
Humanity. We were one of the faith 
organizations who participated in 
their Interfaith Rock the Block build. 
The amount of work the group of 50 

We had 30 different members take 
advantage of one or more of the Nerve 
to Serve opportunities. Our service days 
with Forgotten Harvest allowed for 

continued on page 7
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Dedication of the Wendo Church

 Baskets of Love for a Hunger Free Holiday
We are continuing our tradition at FPC of sharing a Thanksgiving meal with a family in need by filling a basket of food. 

Baskets of Love (formerly named Every Family Feed a Family) kicks off on October 14. 
Please consider making a donation:

$15 Just the sides 
$30 Yes, please, add dessert 
$60 Winner, winner turkey dinner 
$__ A cornucopia of food

Our goal this year is 200 baskets to benefit families at Orchards Children’s 
Services and Alcott Elementary School. Please make your check out to FPC 
and put “Baskets of Love” in the memo line. Monetary donations are due by 
November 4.  

The funds to help build a church in 
Africa were part of the Vision Capital 
Campaign intended for projects 
beginning in 2014 and concluding 
in 2016. Ten percent of the Vision 
Campaign monies were donated 
to mission. We received this letter 
from Stu Ross, East Africa Mission 
Coordinator, this summer:

Dear John and Bethany,
I apologize for being so slow in 

getting this dedication of your church 
that you assisted with funds. On the day 
of this dedication we dedicated three 
churches. So, I didn’t attend Wendo, 
one of my foreman attended. But I know 
the long history of this Wendo Church.

We started talking with Wendo 
about 12 years ago about building 
their church. They quickly built the 
foundation but then problems occurred. 
This is the area where there was clash 

violence after the elections. Many of 
the congregation were driven from 
their homes. The members dwindled 
to just a handful. They slowly started 
to come back, but their resources were 
depleted. 

Then in 2014 a very good minister, 
called Rev. Jane Ruhiu, came to 
shepherd the church. She was 
determined to complete the church that 
had been started many years ago. She 
came and visited us at The Outreach 
Foundation in 2016. Your funds 
completed the church after the many 
years of struggle. 

You can see it is a beautiful church 
which will serve the congregation and 
the community. The Secretary General 
of the PCEA Church dedicated Wendo.

Thank you so much for the good 
work that you have done.

Stu Ross
The Outreach Foundation



“Rescue the weak and needy; deliver 
them from the hand of the wicked.”

Psalm 82:4

A full ten percent of the 100 
million citizens of the Philippines 
must leave their native country to 
find employment. Some find work in 
skilled trades, nursing, engineering 
and other professions that enable them 
to be financially secure in their host 
country while they send money home 
to their families. Many, however, 
end up working as manual laborers, 
household help and hotel housekeepers 
with wages so low they cannot afford 
a decent standard of living and 
support their families at the same 
time. Worse, some – especially young 
people and women – are victimized 
by human trafficking and end up in 
drug smuggling, prostitution, child 
pornography and other forms of 
commercial sexual exploitation.

The Rev. Cathy Chang and her 
husband Juan Lopez talked about their 
role in protecting these vulnerable 
people and ending human trafficking 
while speaking to a crowd of almost 
100 in Calvin Hall in July. They 
are sponsored by the PC (USA) 
and supported by many American 
churches, including First Presbyterian 
Church through its First Foundation.

From their home base in Quezon 
City in the Philippines, Cathy and Juan 
engage with international partners to 
end the exploitation inherent in forced 
migration. They network with the 
National Consultation for Churches 
Witnessing with Migrants, the 
United States Department of Justice, 
the Inter-Agency Council against 
Human Trafficking, the Philippine 
Overseas Employment Administration 
(POEA) and other government and 
nongovernment agencies. Cathy and 
Juan advocate for migrants who have 
been unjustly imprisoned and extend 
pastoral care to their families. They 
mobilize parents of young overseas 
forced workers (OFW) and educate 
the international community about the 
dangers of forced migration. Because 
human trafficking is especially 
prevalent in oil-rich countries in Asia 
and the Mideast the couple focuses 

much of their effort there. 
Cathy was the associate pastor at 

Memorial Presbyterian Church in 
Midland and Juan is a social worker. 
They met in 2002 while doing mission 
work in Egypt and were married in 
2008. She holds both a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree from Carnegie Mellon 
University and received her theological 
degree from Princeton, where she was 
a classmate of Amy Morgan’s. Juan 
grew up in France after his family was 
forced to flee from Chile. He received 
his master’s degree in sociology from 
Marc Bloc University in France. As a 
young couple they dreamed of doing 
international mission work together. 
When they heard about the position 
offered by Presbyterian World Mission 
they felt called to this opportunity.

First Foundation awarded grants 
in 2016 and 2017 totaling $15,000 for 
this mission at the recommendation 
of FPC’s Outreach Ministry. The 
amount given to international projects 
in those years was $120,000. The total 
amount given during that time was 
$335,000 when local nonprofits and 
special needs of FPC are included. If 
you are interested in learning more 
about leaving a legacy gift to First 
Foundation, please contact Bruce 
Nyberg at bruce.nyberg@yahoo.com.

If you would like additional 
information, go to Cathy and 
Juan’s section of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) website, www.
presbyterianmission.org
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Rev. Cathy Chang and Juan Lopez Work to Protect Overseas Filipino Workers

Juan Lopez and Rev. Cathy Chang

www.everybodyschurch.org



All Youth Sundays
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Inclusion

THE GREAT PUMPKIN 
EVENT

Friday, October 26, 
7:00-8:30pm 

in Knox Auditorium

Channel your inner child and 
join us for an all-church 

community event.

This fun event will feature a 
showing of the traditional movie 
“It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown”, snacks, a photo booth, 

pumpkin decorating and more.

Sponsored by AAIM, this event is 
free and costumes not required.

Fun to be had by all!

While inclusion is always a part of our 
events there is one Sunday a month we 
pull out all the stops. This year we are 
including the middle school students 
in the fun. From 4:30-6:30 the middle 
school youth meet to have a lesson, 
play games, and socialize. At 5:30-7:30 
the high school youth join the middle 
school students for a meal. Then it is 
the high school students’ turn to learn 
and play. The next All Youth Sundays 
are October 14 and November 11. 



 

Concerts at FPC Presents

Chelsea Chan

Sunday, November 18, 5:00pm, 
Free-will offering

Concerts at First presents organist 
Chelsea Chen in concert.  Chen (b. 
1983) is internationally renowned 
for her concerts of “rare musicality” 
and “lovely lyrical grandeur,” and a 

compositional style that is “charming” and “irresistible” (Los Angeles Times). 
Chelsea Chen has electrified audiences throughout the United States, 
Europe, Australia, and Asia in venues such as Singapore’s Esplanade, Hong 
Kong’s Cultural Centre, Kishinev’s National Organ Hall, and Philadelphia’s 
Kimmel Center. As a composer she is broadening the classical organ 
repertoire with her own works based on Asian folksongs. Come hear 
Chelsea Chen play our Nichols and Simpson pipe organ!   

Nerve to Serve, continued
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Community

Lunch and Learn 2017-18

On the Third Thursday, bring your 
lunch and eat from

 11:30am – 12:00pm in Calvin Hall
and then enjoy a fabulous 

program from 12:00 – 1:00pm. 
Dessert and beverages will be 

provided.  Everyone is Welcome!

October 18, 2018 
Dr. Cindy Judson

Preparing educators for the next 
generation. The future is bright. 

Dr. Cindy Judson, adjunct 
professor at Oakland University, 
will tell about what it takes to 
become a teacher today including 
state standards and training. She 
will describe wonderful things she 
has seen as she supervises student 
teachers, including touching and 
humorous moments.

November 15, 2018
Scottish shortbread is a family 

tradition which was passed down 
to Valerie Derrick. She will share 
stories and give a demonstration 
of making shortbread. Paul and 
Mary Kay Sparre will demonstrate 
how to make English Christmas 
Pudding and tell about Paul’s family 
traditions. The recipes will be shared 
so each guest can be ready for 
Christmas gatherings.

volunteers were able to do in one day 
was incredible. The biggest impact 
was having people from different faith 
backgrounds work side-by-side. We 
also had a chance to meet some of the 
residents we were helping to spruce up 
the exterior of their homes. Hearing 
their stories made all the work worth 
while.



Page 8

October/November 2018

Community
Youth Attend PointFest at Cedar Point for the Fourth Year in a Row

Family News

In Sympathy:

 = James Bamberger, father of 
John Bamberger, August 11, 
2018

 = Sue Maynard, sister of 
Lenore (Richard) Mueller, 
September 18, 2018

 = Robert “Bob” Reeves, 
father of Dan (Anne) 
Reeves, September 21, 
2018

 = George Luckey, father of 
Jana (Ken) Thompkins, 
September 24, 2018

 = Harriet Nadine Murdock, 
mother of Deana Turner,, 
September 25, 2018. 

Baptisms:
 [ David Robert Quigley, 
son of Kyle and Jennifer 
Zimmer Quigley, August 
19, 2018

Advent by Candlelight
Thursday, November 29, 6pm

Ladies of all ages:  Please consider 
hosting a table or attending 
this special event.  Invite other 
wonderful ladies in this church, 
or use it as an opportunity for 
outreach to invite women not a 
part of this congregation into this 
special worship experience and 
fellowship.  Sign up October 21, 
28 and November 4.

This is one of those events everyone 
loves, and many invite friends to join in 
the fun. For the youth, this is more than 
just a fun trip. It offers them a lot of time 
to talk and interact. The lines at the park 
can be long, and many of the rides do 
not allow cellphones, so phones must 
be left in a locker. At what other time 
do a dozen youth spend hours at a time 
standing around talking, and no one is 
upset about not having their phones? 
A Christian rock concert happened the 
evening we were there, “PointFest.” The 
groups playing were Hollyn, Crowder, 
For King and Country, and Toby Mac. 
If that wasn’t enough to keep us busy, it 
was also one of the“Halloweekends” so 
after 6pm the haunting around the park 
made it that much more fun. We had 
a great time again and can’t wait until 
next year.  

CROP Walk Crew

An enthusiastic team from FPC 
participated in the CROP Walk on 
September 23.
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Senior Adventures Hand-in-Hand ELC

Become a Love and Logic Parent
5-Week Course

Practical and proven tools for raising 
respectful, responsible and happy kids! 

Parents of young children will love these 
easy and effective skills that will make 
parenting less stressful and more fun.  

Thursdays, October 18-November 15
6:30pm-7:45pm

Instructor: Lynn Radtke
$50 for a couple or individual

Questions?  Ask Heidi Wilkinson or 
Cindy Merten

Sponsored by Hand-in-Hand and 
Children’s and Families Ministries

The Senior Adventurers visited the 
Detroit Institute of Arts in downtown 
Detroit on Thursday, August 30th.  They 
explored the galleries and had an in-depth 
tour of the DIA’s Permanent collection.  
Prior to the tour, the group lunched at 
Traffic Jam & Snug.  Thank you Al 
Huberty for driving the FPC bus to Detroit 
and back!

On Wednesday, September 12th, 
the Senior Adventures enjoyed 
a free private tour of St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church located in 
Bloomfield Hills.  There they learned 
about the various symbols, The Alter, 
Iconostasis, Sacred Space and so much 
more!  Following their spiritual tour, 
the group had lunch at The Moose 
Preserve. 

The Hand-in-Hand Early Learning 
Center welcomed in the 2018-19 
school year on September 10.  We have 
143 wonderful students ranging in age 
from 4 months through 6 years.  Our 
staff consists of  26 teachers.  

Over the summer months several of 
our classrooms experienced makeovers 
and many of the teachers worked hard 
on updating their curriculum.  We are 
looking forward to a great year of 
growth and learning.

The picture shows our four year old 
preschoolers learning about rhythm 
during  their first music class of the 
school year. 

Please contact the director, Heidi 
Wilkinson at 248.644.2040 ext. 124 or by 
email handinhand@everybodyschurch.
org, If you are interested in learning 
more about the program or if you would 
like to schedule a tour.  
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Coming to Knox Auditorium in November!

Friday, November 2, 7:00pm
Saturday, November 3, 3:00pm and 7:00pm
Sunday, November 4, 3:00pm

This show is appropriate for all ages and
is a little over an hour long.

Tickets for sale at the door.

Come support our cast and crew!


