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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Youth Sunday’s Theme: “Light”

Jana Dinkeloo

This year the youth chose “Light” as their 
theme for youth Sunday after experiencing 
a worship service at Spring Hill Camp this 
winter. The students loved how the confession 
skit demonstrated how our brokenness does not 
make us weak or unwanted. Our brokenness 
allows for God’s light to shine through us 
brighter. This year the youth also wrote every 
piece of the liturgy. We began planning earlier 
in the year by talking about the purpose of each 
piece of the liturgy. Then we gave assignments 
and let the youth be free to write what they 
wanted. The plan was to edit content, but 
each call, prayer, and song was stunning and 
meaningful just as they were. The youth put 
in amazing effort and thought to make this 

service speak the message they felt called 
to communicate to the congregation. Our 
seniors each picked a part that was expressive 
of their gifts and experiences growing up in 
the church. Mary Sumner Kauffman lead the 
prayers of the people and communion, Hadley 
Moak sung an inspiring song, and Matthew 
Swarthout prepared a moving message. We 
hope you felt the Spirit stirring and have 
had the time to reflect the light of God. 

Hadley Moak Mary Sumner Kauffman

Matthew Swarthout

Youth Sunday Choir
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April,
once a month May-August. 

A simple meal 
follows every service.

First Presbyterian 
Church

1669 W. Maple Road
Birmingham, MI 48009

248.644.2040
www.everybodyschurch.org

email: 
contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Senior Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Bethany Peerbolte
Associate Pastor of Youth & 

Mission

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

We were modern day pilgrims.  We 
were modern day pilgrims to an ancient 
and yet modern land.  During the first 
two weeks of May, forty-three people 
including members of FPCB, and family 
and friends, went on a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land.  On our journey we walked 
where Jesus walked, we viewed the 
Holy Land as Moses did, we stood on 
the Temple Mount and we prayed at the 
Western Wall.  These were reminders 
that we are part of a living tradition of 
faith stretching back several thousand 
years.  We also witnessed the amazing 
modern architecture of Tel Aviv, the 
constant presence of the Israeli army 
and the oppressiveness of the wall 
separating Israel and the Palestinian 
territories. These were reminders 
that we were witnessing the ongoing 
struggle of a wide variety of people in 

our time to find 
a place to call 
home.  Finally, 
we witnessed the 
integration of 
people of Muslim, 
Christian, Jewish 
and Bahai faiths 
all managing to 
live together in 
peace.  This was 
a reminder that even in the face of all 
the religious tensions in the world, it 
is possible for people to live together.  
On June 14, I will be speaking at Lunch 
and Learn about my perspective on 
our journey.  I hope you can be there 
as I try and offer some insights into 
this complex and yet amazing land.

  
 Shalom, John 
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FPC Celebrates Adoption

Mexico Mission Fundraisers Develop the Team and Provide Needed Funds

On May 9,  Maureen McKay and Heather Cochran celebrated 
the adoption of their two new daughters who are sisters, 
Nevaeh and Angel.  They join Halayah in this expanding 
forever family.  Congratulations everyone!  Maureen stated 
in an email, "We couldn't do this without the ongoing 
support from our church 'family!’ Thank you, thank you."

Did you know that there are 13,000 children in Michigan 
currently in foster care?  No matter how much time you 
have to give, you have the power to do something positive 
that will change a lifetime for a young person in foster care 
or who is aging out of the system. 

 For some ideas to help promote May as National Foster 
Care Month see the Faith Communities on Foster Care 
Coalition articles on  www.faithcommunitiescoalition.org  
or contact Parish Associate for Foster/Adoptive Families 
Partnerships, Rev. Kate Thoresen at 248.835.8151 or 
katethoresen@fpcbirmingham.org.

May is National Foster Care Month

Connecting Congregations 
 to  

Our 12,000+ Michigan Kids in Foster  Care 

Find	More	Informa.on	at	
FaithCommuni.esCoali.on.Org	

This year’s Mexico construction 
mission trip has 18 participants excited 
to add to the relationship and mission 
partnership in Mexico. We will be 
working on the second floor of the 
second building at the school. Last 
year we bent and assembled the re-bar 
supports for the second floor; this year 
we will be pouring the concrete around 
and between those supports. We will 
also be running a VBC program in the 
afternoon for a neighborhood of kids. 
This work is generously supported 

by First Foundation and individuals 
in our congregation. The team has 
been working hard with spring yard 
clean-ups and making egg rolls and 
pancakes. The fundraising has helped 
us learn how to work as a team and get 
to know one another even before the 
trip begins. Thank you for your open-
hearted generosity. Please join us on 
June 10 at the 10:00am worship service 
when we will be commissioned. 

The team making egg rolls to sell. Caleb Bartes & Eddie Jevahirian Emily McGlynn cutting up fruit

Grace Schlafhauser and Gendruschkes
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First Foundation helps new nonprofit make healthy food accessible in Pontiac neighborhoods

Our Website:
www.everybodyschurch.org

He has shown you, O 
mortal, what is good. And 

what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love 

mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.  Micah 6

Like most other college students, 
Cole Yoakum and his friends at a 
small Christian college in Arkansas 
talked about the work they wanted to 
do when they left campus. They had 
altruistic dreams of making a real 
difference in the world. Finally, Cole 
challenged the others. “If we’re talking 
about it so much, why don’t we do it?” 

And so they are. In 2012 this team 
of five long-time friends arrived in a 
struggling neighborhood in Pontiac, 
bought three houses, and moved in. 
Slowly, incrementally, they built a 
relationship with their neighbors 
and earned their trust. They saw that 
because of lack of transportation, 

their neighbors bought most of their 
groceries at the gas station at the end 
of the street. The team decided to make 
access to healthy food their first priority. 

With the help of knowledgeable 
neighbors the team planted their 
first garden in the summer of 2013. 
Their gardening efforts expanded 
and in 2016 they harvested almost 
5,000 pounds of produce. They 
distribute fresh vegetables to nearby 
neighborhoods through low-cost pop-
up markets, produce stands and a now-
permanent store in their community. 

Along the way, the group 
established itself as an official 501 (c) 
3 nonprofit, named Micah 6, of which 
Cole is the sole paid staff member. 
The group has widened its scope of 
services to include the establishment 
a small faith community targeted 
specifically to addicts and those who 
struggle with depression and other 
mental health challenges. The church 
holds two worship services each 
week and several weekly Bible study 
sessions. In a separate initiative, they 
have opened their doors, literally, 
to neighborhood children who need 
a safe place to go after school. 
Micah 6 also holds a back-to-school 
event that offers health screenings, 
hygiene aid and school supplies.

Returning to its core goal of making 
healthful food more accessible to 
more Pontiac residents, Micah 6 
recently acquired a vehicle that can 
be turned into a mobile food truck. 
Once it is remodeled, it will be able 

to drive through neighborhoods and 
sell fresh produce at affordable prices. 
Upon the recommendation of FPC’s 
Outreach Ministry, First Foundation 
awarded Micah 6 the $7,000 it needs 
to rebuild the truck for this purpose.

What’s next for this ambitious and 
energetic group of young Christians? 
“It could be a number of things,” 
Cole said. “I sometimes feel that 
Micah 6 is rolling down the river 
and we’re just trying to keep up.”

If you would like to learn more 
about Micah 6, visit its website: 
http://www.micah6community.com/.



Two FPC Youth Honored by Birmingham Youth Assistance and Optimists
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Inclusion

Virginia Mottershaw is Honored as a 2018 Diversity Champion

Hadley Moak

Virginia Mottershaw

Mary Sumner Kauffman

Every year Birmingham Youth 
Assistance and Optimists honor youth 
who have given exceptional service to 
the community. This year Mary Sumner 
Kauffman was esteemed for her service 
in Mexico and Vacation Bible Camp. 
Mary Sumner has an easy way with 
kids and adults alike. Her work ethic 
easily balances business and fun. On 
the Mexico work site, she does not shy 
away from the heavy lifting or early 
mornings. As the team worked, Mary 
Sumner was often the one inspiring 
others to keep working well. When 
she is interacting with children during 
VBC, Mary Sumner is not afraid to 
let her inner child out. She can play 
with them while also keeping them 
safe and in line. Her service has been 
immeasurable and we are grateful to 
have benefitted from her participation. 

Hadley Moak received the Jane Parker 
Ward Award and Scholarship. Hadley 
has never let setbacks discourage her. 
In fact, Hadley has always used her 
experiences and hardships to help 
others. We have been thrilled to have her 
working with our children, youth, and 
AAIM programs. Hadley’s passion for 
helping others has led her to volunteer 
as an athletic trainer, serving more than 
250 hours keeping high school athletes 
healthy. Hadley is a role model, 
mentor, and genuine friend to children 
with dyslexia and other disabilities. 
She has helped kids overcome fears 
and coached them to achieve more 
than they thought possible. As these 
two young women go off to college 
we pray they will continue to use 
their gifts and respond to God’s call.

Virginia Mottershaw was honored 
by the Race Relations and Diversity 
Task Force at the 19th Annual Diversity 
Champion Honor Roll breakfast. 
Virginia was described as a “quiet 
angel” at First Presbyterian Church, 
shying away from recognition of her 
work. She is a “dedicated volunteer” at 
Open Door at Fort Street Presbyterian 
Church in Detroit. This community 
organization distributes meals, hygiene 
kits, truck-loads of food, seasonal 
clothing, and career outfits. She is a 
pillar of support at the Career Closet 
each Tuesday and Meal Service each 
Thursday. Virginia is co-chair of the 
Christmas Luncheon team providing a 
holiday lunch to the staff at the Alcott 
Elementary School in Pontiac. At 

All the honorees at the Diversity Champion Honor Roll Breakfast 

FPC she is well-known as a Deacon 
who always works in the kitchen to 
serve food to others and her help is 
invaluable when FPC hosts South 
Oakland Shelter. She is always willing 
to serve her church and the community. 
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Teacher Appreciation

All Church AAIM Bingo Was a Blast

Grace and Molly often assist in 
Worship Wonder

Kurt, a Worship Wonder volunteer, enjoys 
being pampered for a moment!

Fun for all ages and stages

Stephanie preps all the lessons and teaches 
regularly in Worship Wonder

Our wonderful Children & Family 
Ministries teachers and volunteers 
who faithfully nurture and help our 
children grow in their faith each week 
throughout the year were pampered 
with hand and back massages on May 6.

Humor, friends, snacks and a crazy 
caller (Mark Grobbel with support from 
Christophe and Charlotte Gaillard) 
made for a fun all-church Bingo night 
for 60 people. Newer members and long-
time members met for the first time.

Bingo!

Meeting new friends



Holy Week at FPC

Canape Cart
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Community

Lunch and Learn 2018

On the Third Thursday, bring your 
lunch, eat from

 11:30am – 12:00pm in Calvin Hall, 
and then enjoy a fabulous program 

from 12:00 – 1:00pm. 
Dessert and beverages will be 

provided.  Everyone is Welcome!

June 14, 2018 
Rev. Dr. John Judson

A Journey to the Holy Land
Come and join Dr. Judson as 

he leads us through a visit to 
the Holy Land. This presentation 
will include not only a short 
video about the trip but his 
observations about life in and 
around Israel in 2018.

To more fully use our underutilized 
Knox Kitchen, we have a new 
tenant.  Canapé Cart is a small 
business catering company owned 
and operated by two local women 
with many years of experience and 
success.  As Everybody’s Church 
and the surrounding community will 
benefit from income generated by this 
effort, it will be good for all of our 
members to be aware of this and be 
sure to coordinate any church use of 
Knox Kitchen by advising Jan Peters 
in advance. Everybody’s Church 
welcomes Canapé Cart!
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Community
Hand-in-Hand 

Meet Our New Members

In late March, First Presbyterian joyfully welcomed ten New 
Members!

Ana Andrada - Letter of Transfer
Luciano Andrada - Reaffirmation of Faith
Waymond Harris - Reaffirmation of Faith
Angela Harris - Reaffirmation of Faith (not pictured)
Cathy Kuhlman - Profession of Faith
Matt Kuhlman - Reaffirmation of Faith
Debra Romalia - Letter of Transfer
Brad Romalia - Letter of Transfer
Greg Thomas - Reaffirmation of Faith
Edie Vrooman - Reaffirmation of Faith

The 2017-18 Hand-in-Hand Early 
Learning Center school year came to 
a close on Friday, June 1st.  It is time 
for the Hand-in-Hand mini summer 
camp offered to the students during 
the first two weeks of June.  This fun 
camp’s theme will be ‘Under The Sea.’   
Our church members may see many 
Under the Sea decorations which will 
transform the first floor east wing of the 
church into a nautical scene over those 
two weeks.  

We also wish a happy retirement to 
one of our preschool teachers, Janet 
Smith, who is also a church member.  
We thank her for 10 years of giving 

of her talents and passion for early 
learning education excellence.

The church courtyard duck had 
10 ducklings.  Each year she returns, 
has her ducklings and then walks her 
family through the HIH hallway.  This 
year Mr. Larry accompanied them 
safely across Maple Road to their final 
destination - Quarton Lake.

We  celebrated Spirit Week and 
one of days was a silly hair day as 
can be noted in one of the pictures.  
Our preschool classes will be visiting 
Skyline, preparing for their end of the 
year concerts, going to the zoo and 
having the fire department visit the 

center.  All of our classes are busy 
reviewing all of the wonderful things 
they have learned this year, making 
Mom and Dad’s Day gifts and enjoying 
our playground and sensory garden. 

We will miss all of the children in 
our program over the summer and wish 
the Kindergarteners good luck next 
year.

Have a wonderfully fun, safe 
summer!

Silly Hair Day

Ducks walking out through HIH

Reading books to each other.



Family News

In Sympathy:
 = Susan Delany Adams, sister 

of Margaret Sheckell (Frank), 
March 29.

 = Jean Koss, mother of Gerry 
Koss (Barbara), March 29.

 = Thomas C. Graham, husband 
of Ruth Graham, April 10.

 = Charles Aho, father of Ed Aho 
(Mary), April 13.

 = Edward Duff Smith, father of 
Pam Smith, April 19

 = Margaret Thoms, mother of 
William (Susan) and Richard 
(Michele) Smith, April 22.

 = Arthur Brown, husband of 
Cathy Brown, April 27.

 = Rosalie F. Wilson, mother of 
Scott Wilson (Linda), May 13.

 = John Henry Stunz Jr., father of 
Beverly Boyd and Geri Stunz-
Konstantin, May 18.

Births:
 [ Tobias Nunn Krieger, son 

of Brian and Katie Krieger, 
March 10. Grandparents are 
Roger and Barbara Krieger

 [ David Robert Quigley, son of 
Jennifer and Kyle Quigley, 
May 11. Grandparents are 
Donna and Dave Zimmer.

 [ Connor William Merten, son 
of Kristen and Mark Merten, 
May 16. Grandparents are 
Cindy and Forrest Merten.

 [ Scarlett Rose Northey, 
daughter of Kristen and 
Donald Northey, May 21.

Baptism:
Ian Matthew Kuhlman, son of 
Matthew and Catherine Kuhlman, 
April 22.

June/July 2018
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Senior Adventures Visit the White Horse Inn and Temple Beth El

Carolyn Kyburz and Dorothy Honour

The Senior Adventures had 
lunch at the White Horse Inn in 
Metamora on May  16. They enjoyed 
American comfort food dished up in 
a beautifully renovated and unique 
1850s former stage coach stop.  The 
artistry found in the horse paintings 
on the walls and the unique wood 
floor are unmatched in the midwest. 

On Wednesday, April 18, the 
Senior Adventures visited Temple 
Beth El, home to Michigan’s oldest 
Jewish congregation.  The building is 
comprised of a 1,000 seat sanctuary, 

a museum of sacred objects, a 
chapel, religious school, and a 
library.  Following the tour, everyone 
enjoyed lunch at The Rusty Bucket.
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 Vacation Bible Camp
Monday-Thursday, June 25-28, 9:00am to Noon

 for 3½ year olds - 5th grade 
and Monday and Wednesday for 

2 ½ -3 ½ year olds.

Volunteers Needed
This community has a huge heart, and we have 

many gifted people who help to make this possible 
each summer.

It takes approximately 60-70 volunteers.  Won’t you 
be one of them?  There are jobs for everyone: help 
with art, music, drama, recreation, lead a group of 
children around the building, prepare decorations and 
craft projects, be a buddy with a child, take photos, 
help with registration, and more.  If you are willing and 
available, please contact Cindy Merten at 248.644.2087 
ext 145 or cindymerten@everybodyschurch.org.  Hope 
to see you there!


