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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

‘Twas the Season for Giving

We do a lot of mission giving during 
the month of December. This year 

Advent by Candlelight raised $2,236 for the 
Welcome Inn. This shelter is a low barrier 
center (they can enter without having to 
pass a drug or alcohol test) in Southfield 
that offers a warm, safe place for people 
experiencing homelessness in the winter 
months. They provide meals and bring in 
resources to help the guests find a more 
stable living environment. 

From the Christmas Eve offering our 
Shop N Drop program received $1,100. 
This program provides backpacks of food 
for students at Alcott whose families are 
experiencing food insecurity. The offering 
also collected $8,800 for the Christmas 
Joy Offering, which supports programs to 
help pastors in the denomination who need 
financial support. 

The Hat and Mitten Tree collected 50 

hats and mittens for Alcott students. Those 
gifts helped students stay warm on their 
way to and from school, and while getting a 
brain break outside at recess. Additionally, 
Baskets of Love sent 50 baskets filled with 
items for a holiday dinner. 

Our Angel Tree this year was especially 
heartwarming. In addition to continual 
support of Alcott families the tree also 
collected gifts for children in foster care. 
Late November we received word that 
75 children would not be receiving gifts 
because their previous donor was no longer 
able to support the gift giving. Even though 
our congregation had already taken their 
angels home we decided to take a chance 
and see if we could fill the need. The next 
Sunday all the angels were spoken for! We 
truly are part of amazing and generous 
congregation. Thank you for all your love 
and generosity this Christmas. 
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April,
once a month May-August. 

A simple meal 
follows every service.

First Presbyterian Church
1669 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, MI 48009
248.644.2040

www.everybodyschurch.org
email: 

contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
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Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Bethany Peerbolte
Associate Pastor for Youth 

and Mission

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

www.everybodyschurch.org

The first Sunday of every month, 
I remind people that it is “loose 
change” Sunday and that all loose 
change placed in the offering plates 
will go to the Deacons’ Fund, used 
for immediate needs of food, shelter 
and clothing. I wanted to let you 
know one way those funds have 
been recently used.  In early January, 
when I was at Alcott Elementary, 
two staff members told me of a single 
mother (I will call her Elizabeth) of 
five children (all younger than ten 
years old) who needed a deposit 
for a place to live. She had moved 
here to escape a dangerous situation 
and had lived, at first, with her 
sister. Her sister’s landlord, upon 
discovering the number of children 
in the apartment, threatened to 
evict them all. So Elizabeth and her 
children had to move.  A person 
in the complex approached her 
and offered a small house to rent. 
Thrilled, Elizabeth made the down 
payment, only to discover that the 
house was in such terrible condition 
that her children were not safe. Her 

only choice 
was to return 
to her old, 
dangerous life. 
That is when 
you, through 
the Deacons’ 
Fund provided 
the money 
necessary to help Elizabeth and her 
children move into a decent and safe 
apartment. I was fortunate enough 
to meet Elizabeth. She could not 
have been more grateful for the 
church’s assistance, because it gives 
her children stability and safety 
(and they all love being at Alcott).  
She was also proud to tell me that 
she had just gotten a new, better 
paying job so she could provide for 
her family’s future. This is but one 
example of what you do when give 
to the loose change offering.  On 
behalf of Elizabeth, I pass on her 
thanks to you.

John

   
The 2018 Annual Report 
is available throughout 
the church. Read about 
the impact of FPC locally, 
nationally and globally 
through mission, inclusion 
and community.



First Foundation has been around 
since the mid-1980s but not all FPC 
members and friends are aware of 
its purpose or its impact. In 2019, 
we have plans to change that!

Let’s start now with some quick 
facts. First Foundation is a ministry 
of FPC, accountable to Session, 
that seeks, manages and awards 
endowment gifts to be used to 
further FPC’s vision of mission, 
inclusion and community. All gifts 
are managed by a professional 
investment management company. 
First Foundation’s assets now total 
well over $4 million and it has 
awarded more than $3.5 million 
over the years.

Grant requests come to First 

Foundation after being supported 
by a ministry of the church, usually 
the Outreach Ministry, or from a 
staff member. Some grants are as 
small as $2,500 and others as large 
as $30,000. All grants over $7,500 
must be approved by Session. Some 
of the monies awarded stay at FPC 
for programs or activities beyond 
the annual budget, such as a special 
music program or AAIM endeavor. 
Some grants are used for tuition for 
seminary students. The bulk of the 
grants are divided between local 
and international causes, usually 
overseen by longstanding nonprofit 
agencies or faith organizations.

In April you will be receiving a 
brochure in the mail giving more 
information about First Foundation 
and asking if you would like to 
discuss the ways in which you could 
leave a legacy gift, either in your 
lifetime or as a part of your estate 
plan. You will be asked to let us 
know if you have already included 
First Foundation in your estate 
plan. If you have, we would like to 
appropriately thank you. A special 
luncheon will be held for FPC 
members to recognize those who 
have made such arrangements.

Over the last 25 years, First 
Foundation has been honored 
to receive numerous donations 
including major gifts from Elizabeth 
Blenman, Dr. Rev. Hank and Rev. 

Judy Borchardt, Jessie Carr, John 
and Betty Chanik, Gordon Ellison, 
Adelaide Fellman, the Gidley 
family, the Harper family, Barbara 
Lewis, Pat Lindroth, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Loughran, Robert Mahoney, 
Ruth Murphy, the Rhinehart family, 
Paul Robertson, Fay Steelman, Earl 
Triplett, and the Van Dusen family. 
Their generosity enables FPC to 
continue God’s work for countless 
years to come. If you know of 
someone who should be included on 
this list we ask you to please contact 
the church office so we can correct 
our records.

First Foundation members serve 
six-year terms. Bruce Nyberg is 
the chair with Keith Butler, Cathy 
Gearig, Leslie Helwig, Shaheen 
Imami, Cindy Lanzen, Terry 
Palleschi, Donna Snider and Patrick 
White filling out the ministry. 
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First Foundation Wants You to Get to Know It Better!

• First Presbyterian Church of Birming-
ham Michigan

• All Abilities Inclusion Ministry
• Everybody’s Church Music Ministry 
• Everybody’s Church Youth Groups

Twitter: @fpcbirmingham 

YouTube:  everybodyschurch1

A well for the Maji Safi.

The Micah 6 Group



Every year we have hosted 7th 
grade students who are learning 
about world religions. This subject 
is standard in 7th grade, but 
teachers often feel inadequate to 
talk about faiths they do not know 
well. Religious Diversity Journey 
was created to give select students 
a deeper engagement with the 
religions. These students spend a 
day in various houses of worship 
discovering more about religions 
including Judaism, Christianity, 
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, 
and Sikhism, and learn about the 
religion from that community. 
Then the students go back to their 
classroom and report what they 
learned to their peers. This program 
has grown and now has multiple 

cohorts that journey together. Our 
cohort was made up of 155 students 
many of whom came from Islamic 
or Jewish traditions. They learned 
about Christianity and engaged 

in a mission project. Thank you 
to all the volunteers who made 
their visit welcoming and mutually 
educational. 
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Religious Diversity Journeys Continues Educating Seventh Graders

Lunch and Learn 2019

Bring your lunch and eat from
 11:30am – 12:00pm in Calvin Hall

and then enjoy a fabulous program 
from 12:00 – 1:00pm. 

Dessert and beverages will be provided.  
Everyone is Welcome!

February 21, 2019  

March 21, 2019

April 18, 2019

Randy Baker, a 
biologist who has 
led many tours to 
Kenya, will share 
his knowledge and 
introduce us to the 
culture  and wildlife 
of the area including 

birds, elephants, giraffes, hippos, zebras and 
other animals. Environmental issues will also 
be explained.

Linnea Rowse of the 
Michigan Audubon Society 
will share information about 
attracting birds and current 
concerns about maintaining 
bird populations. As a 
worker at the Society, 
she will have up to date 
information.

Learn about current practices 
of disposing waste as 
Elizabeth Snyder gives us 
a behind the scenes look 
at SOCRRA. Many items 
are eventually recycled into  
new products. A tour of the 
SOCRRA facility is optional 
after the presentation.



Stephen Ministry: What Is It and Why is it Good for First Presbyterians?
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Community

In all my prayers for all of you, 
I always pray with joy because 
of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now, being 
confident of this, that he who began 
a good work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus. Philippians 1:4-6

Much like the mission of 
Everybody’s Church, Stephen 
Ministers provide care to those 
within our community who may be 
experiencing challenging situations. 
Our mission is to provide spiritually 
based support in a confidential 
one-on-one caring relationship, 
customized to the specific concerns 
of the individual care receiver. 

Stephen Ministers are neither 
counselors nor health professionals. 
We are men and women who have 
received extensive training in how to 
walk with and help people through 
difficult times in their lives. It may 
be the death of a loved one, loss of a 
job, move to a new city, issues with 
aging or health or other challenges 
that we all encounter from time to 
time.

Let us give you a brief background 
on the program. Stephen Ministry 
started over 40 years ago in a church 
in St. Louis. The pastor recognized 
that he had more parishioners with 
ongoing care challenges than he 
could handle himself and decided 
that he would come up with a way 
to train lay people in his church to 
help walk with those in need. 

Over 40 years later the Stephen 
Minister program has trained over 
600,000 Stephen Ministers, more 
than 70,000 Stephen Leaders and 

is now in over 17,000 congregations 
and organizations around the world.  
Stephen Ministers have walked with 
millions of care receivers in those 
40-plus years.

To become a Stephen Minister 
you commit to a minimum of a 
2-year program including 50 hours 
of initial training and at least 
two hours of additional training 
and supervision monthly for the 
duration of your ministry. It is not 
only a commitment on the part of 
the Stephen Minister, but it provides 
excellent education in how to help 
each other through difficult times.

We wanted to let you know 
about the training so you would 
appreciate the depth/commitment to 
Stephen Ministry through the years 
and across the country, as well as 
with those who are working in our 
congregation. Currently we have 17 
active Stephen Ministers (Margaret 
Breeden, Julie Busch, Terry 
Chaney, Steven Coddington, John 
Crawford, Jane Haggerty, Marge 
Hendrick, Don and Trish Hoert, 
Cindy Lanzen, Dana Layman, Barb 
Linnenbrink, Julie Madden, David 
Paterson, Tom Scholl, Diana Sharer, 
Heidi Wilkinson) and four Stephen 
Leaders (John Crawford, Trish & 
Don Hoert, Barb Linnenbrink) 
along with Rev. Joanne  Blair. 
“Retired” Stephen Ministers are 
Wendy Gortney, Diane Goss and 
Jean Miller.

Now at this point I am sure you 
are saying to yourself, “This is 
great, glad to hear it, now what?” 

Please know that this article is 
NOT a recruitment pitch, unless 

you are interested, of course! 
Then we would be happy to have 
you approach one of  our Stephen 
Ministers to learn more about the 
program.

We wanted to provide this 
information both to acquaint you 
with the program and to let you 
know that we are available to help 
in situations you may come across 
within our “Everybody’s Church 
community. Stephen Ministry relies 
on input from all of us to identify 
those who may benefit from a trained 
care giver  who listens well and will 
be there for someone in a time of 
trial. Everyone of us interacts with 
many people both in our church 
and larger communities.  On those 
occasions when you find folks who 
may need a deeper level of care than 
you can provide as family, friend 
or acquaintance, please think of 
Stephen Ministry.

If you know someone who is 
facing issues or who needs additional 
support for life’s challenges, please 
refer them to our leadership team. 
Your connection allows us to make 
a determination of need and address 
the individual situation. This 
confidential service is available to 
those in our church community and  
is open to someone you may know 
in the larger community who needs 
help coping with a challenging 
situation.

As Paul wrote in Galations 6:2  
we “Carry each other’s burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfill the 
law of Christ.”  Please feel free 
to approach any of our group for 
additional information.



First Theater Guild 
PRESENTS

December 2 was not only the first 
Sunday of Advent, but Kirkin’ of 
the Tartans Sunday.  Traditionally, 
this service celebrates the Scottish 
heritage of the Presbyterian Church, 
however, here at Everybody’s 
Church, we put our own spin on it.  
The congregation was encouraged 
to bring symbols of their family 
heritage and bring them forward 
during the processional hymn.  This 
act signifies that our allegiance to 
God comes before our allegiance to 
clan as we re-commit ourselves to 

God and Christ’s Church. This year 
we were joined by David Martin, 
Bagpiper, and members of the St. 
Andrew Society Honor Guard.  
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Community Family News
In Sympathy:

 = Sue Ahn, mother of Insun Ahn-
Lee (Kwanho), November 27, 
2018

 = H. Mable Collins, mother of 
Margaret Breeden (David), 
December 4, 2018

 = Richard Henne, father of Mary 
Goyeau and Susan Margle, 
December 14, 2018

 = Marilyn Gibson, mother of 
Richard Gibson, December 25, 
2018

 = Martha Jean Grandelius, mother 
of Joel Grandelius (Charlene), 
January 5, 2019

 = June Beverly Reifsteck, sister 
of Dick Judy, January 25, 2019

 = Herbert Lamkin, father of Kara 
Moore (Mike), January 29, 
2019

Births:
 [ Theodore Robert Brewe, son 

of Molly (Sheckell) and Ian 
Brewe, December 12, 2018

 [ Greyson Everett Dennis, son 
of Chelsea (Wilson) and Kyle 
Dennis, January 17, 2019

 [ Eve Marie Gulis, daughter of 
Jessica and Chris Gulis, January 
18, 2019

 [ Ethan Jeffrey Meador, son 
of Jeff and Molly (Spearin) 
Meador, February 10, 2019

Baptisms:
 � Scarlett Ross Northey, daughter 

of Kristen and Donald Northey, 
November 18, 2018

 � Evan Michael Jordan, son of 
Carla Jordan and Tracy Kaye, 
January 20, 2019

 � Jonathan Adam Hunt, son 
of Adam and Carelyn Hunt, 
February 10, 2019

Kirkin’ of the Tartans 

Don’t be late, for this very important date!” -White Rabbit

PERFORMANCES
March 15th & 16th - 7:00 PM
March 16th & 17th - 2:00 PM 

Tickets $8.00 at the door



This bench is to 
commemorate the dedication 
of The Hand-in-Hand Early 
Learning Center teachers 
who have dedicated 20 or 
more years to teaching. The 
plaque reads, “Teachers 
change the world one child at 
a time. We thank you for 20 
or more years of dedication 
to teaching the children at 
the Hand-in-Hand Early 
Learning Center.” Honored are Leslie Butler and Marcia Mayer. 
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Hand-in-Hand Celebrates Christmas in Storytelling and Song

Senior Adventures

The Senior Adventures continue 
to plan monthly outings. Pictured 
above is the group that painted 
doves with instruction by Diane 
Bert. Other planned adventures 
were a Christmas Tea at the 
Townsend Hotel, Lunch and 
Movie, and a trip to the Epiphany 

Glass Studio in Pontiac. Look for 
upcoming adventures listed in First 
Things. Most of the outings involve 
a lunch and a church bus ride to the 
destination. Please contact Dana 
Layman (248.877.0083) or Carol 
Kyburz (248.705.0058) for more 
information about the group.

What a wonderful Christmas 
concert the four-year-old preschool 
and young fives gave to the 120 plus 
parents and relatives in attendance.  
Cindy Merten blessed us with her 
skills telling the story of the birth 
of Jesus through figurines.  The 
children loved it!

We are starting off 2019 dealing 
with the cold weather and getting 

the children outside when the 
temperatures are safe.  

Monday, February 4 begins the 
2019-20 registration for currently 
enrolled families.  The 2019-20 
school year will begin on Monday, 
September 10, 2019. Registration 
will be open to the public beginning 
Monday, February 25.  

Some of the three-year-old Pre-
school Christmas concert students.

The four year olds singing in the 
Christmas concert.

Cindy Merten, our resident story-
teller with the 2 1/2 to 3-year-olds

 in the Whale room.
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Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of the season of Lent. 
Lent is a time when many Christians 
prepare for Easter by observing 
a period of fasting, repentance, 
moderation and spiritual discipline. 
Join us at Noon or 7pm for a short 

service where you may receive the 
imposition of ashes if you choose. 

After the noon service, there will 
be a simple lunch of homemade 
soups and breads for all who attend 
the service. 

Everyone is invited to our worship services
on Ash Wednesday, March 6 at Noon and 
7pm, and Soup Luncheon after the Noon 

Service

Mardi Gras Celebration
Sunday, March 3

Big Band Music will fill the Sanctuary 
on the last Sunday before Ash 
Wednesday.   Traditionally, Lenten 
music is more somber, so this is the 
final party until Easter. A Pancake 
Breakfast will raise funds for the 
Mexico Mission Trips after 8:30 & 
10am worship.


