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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Religious Diversity Journeys

Under many circumstances the thought 
of having one-hundred-fifty middle 

school students descend on our church might 
cause people to be a bit anxious, but not 
in the case of those students coming for a 
program called Religious Diversity Journeys 
(RDJ).  RDJ is a program in which middle 
school students from wide variety of religious 
(Christians, Muslims, Jews, Hindus, etc.) and 
non-religious backgrounds, travel to places 
of worship to learn about different religious 
traditions. Our task was to teach them about 
Christianity. So, on December 12, Andrew 
introduced them to the organ; Joanne taught 
them about holidays and symbols; Bethany 
taught them about beliefs and practices; and 
John taught them about the Bible using our 
Five Part Story.  In addition, there was a panel 
with three Christians pastors who answered a 
wide variety of questions, a service project and 
a lunch coordinated by Souri Gaillard. The 
youth were respectful, interested and engaged 

in and by the presentations. As they left, many 
of them commented that they knew far more 
about Christianity than they had ever thought 
that they would know. Our hope is to continue 
to host this program on an annual basis so that 
we can share the heart of our faith with others.
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April,
once a month May-August. 

A simple meal 
follows every service.

First Presbyterian Church
1669 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, MI 48009
248.644.2040

www.everybodyschurch.org
email: 

contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Senior Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Bethany Peerbolte
Director of Youth Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

I am excited about 2018!  I am excited 
because your generosity is allowing the 
session and staff to dream about new 
programs and projects.  I am excited 
because we have in place one of the 
best staffs in the country.  I am excited 
because we have an amazing Associate 
Pastor Nominating Committee that will 
find the right person to lead our youth 
and missions’ programs.  I am excited 
because we have not only completed 
the projects from our Vision Campaign 
(without incurring any debt), but we 
will continue to see the campaign 
bear fruit in this building and through 
the mission projects it funded.  I am 
excited because we are initiating new 
ways of publicizing who we are and 
what we do by using social media more 
effectively.  I am excited because we 

are looking at new 
ways of drawing 
people together in 
community.  I am 
excited because 
we continue 
to receive and 
engage new 
members into the 
life and work of 
our church family.  I am excited because 
we continue to offer meaningful 
worship, fabulous music and excellent 
educational opportunities for persons 
of all ages.   First Presbyterian Church 
is an exciting place to be, and I am 
grateful to be able to be part of it. So 
thank you for allowing me to be one of 
your pastors.

Be My Valentine

Friday, 
February 9, 
7-8:30pm

Bring your kids 
and grandkids. 
All are welcome!
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Mexico Medical Mission Trip in November

In November 2017, our medical 
mission team to Mexico included eight 
people: Dr. Peter Miller, Dr. Henry 
Perkins, Anne Hughes, Mary Aho, Kim 
McGlynn, Forrest and Cindy Merten, 
and Mike Mumme, a pharmacist from 
San Antonio. 

We held a three-day clinic at the 
Yucatan Peninsula Mission base in 
Leona Vicario, Q. Roo, Mexico. We 
were able to see 385 patients and fill 450 
prescriptions. Our team of eight people 
included two physicians, a pharmacist, 
a pharmacy assistant, a translator, a 
person to do basic eye exams, and 
two others to provide childcare while 
patients waited to be seen. A local 
dentist and her assistant treated 46 

people: provided 26 cleanings, 5 
extractions, and 38 composites. Each 
of the three days we saw patients from 
8:00am until 5:00pm with a short 
break for lunch. YPM Director, Wilian 
Armando Cen Colli, and his wife, Erly, 
served as wonderful hosts providing 
translation and assistance with 
checking in patients and making them 
comfortable while they waited. The 
medications we had leftover, we packed 
so that Wilian and Erly could deliver 
them for use at the local medical clinic. 
We hope to return to the area next year 
about the same time to continue our 
support of Yucatan Peninsula Mission 
and the Mayan people.

Anne Hughes, Kim McGlynn, Dr. Peter Miller, Mary Aho, 
Dr. Henry Perkins, Mike Murre, Cindy and Forrest Merten

Dr. Peter Miller with a patient.

Dr. Henry Perkins with a patient.

Dentist Kati providing care.

Pharmacist Mike Murre explaining and dispensing medication.This Mayan woman is being fitted with reading glasses.
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Visit us on Social Media

• First Presbyterian 
Church of Bir-
mingham Michi-
gan

• All Abilities In-
clusion Ministry

• Everybody’s 
Church Music 
Ministry 

• Everybody’s 
Church Youth 
Groups

Twitter: @fpcbir-
mingham 

YouTube:  
everybodyschurch1

First Foundation 

Our Website:
www.everybodyschurch.org

Honor the Lord with your wealth.
Proverbs 3:9

Since the 1980s, First Presbyterian 
Church has been doing just that 
through First Foundation. 

First Foundation was established 
to further the outreach of FPC by 
awarding funds that have grown from 
legacy gifts and bequests to nonprofit 
groups, missionaries and seminary 
students. All grants bestowed by First 
Foundation have been supported by 
FPC’s Session and various church 
committees and ministries.

In 2017 First Foundation disbursed 
almost $166,000 dollars, making a 
grand total of about $3.4 million in 
gifts since the 1980s. Some of this 
money has stayed right here at FPC 
for specific projects and programs 
that went beyond our annual budget. 
Some has funded seminary students 
sponsored by FPC. Some has gone 
overseas to support the work of 
missionaries or to further education, 
health and human rights in Mexico and 
emerging countries. Over the last five 
years, the largest portion of our money 
has been awarded to local nonprofit 
groups that do the work expressed in 
our vision of mission, inclusion and 
community.

All this has been made possible 
by church members who have 

thoughtfully included First Foundation 
in their wills. Their gifts have been 
carefully invested by First Foundation 
and have grown to more than $4.5 
million. By incorporating a bequest 
to First Foundation into their estate 
planning, they have left a legacy that 
will continue to give for years and 
years to come.

Have the grants furthered God’s 
work? Read some of the feedback we 
have received:

“Always remember the difference 
you make in the lives of people like 
me.”

“You have enriched the lives of 
nearly 7,000 children and families this 
past year:

“I can’t describe the level of joy our 
nurses felt when I told them of your 
gift!”

“The greatest gift you can give 
someone is the opportunity to succeed, 
and you have done just that for me.”

“May the Lord bless you in your 
mission and ministry!”

If you would like to learn more 
about how you can leave a bequest, 
please contact Bruce Nyberg at bruce.
nyberg@yahoo.com or 248.720.9051.



Alcott Update:  Gifts, Food, Clothing, a Washer/Dryer, Lunch, and Five New Tutors
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Christmas Mission Giving
The Christmas season was filled with 
mission giving. With your help, we 
donated 165 gifts to the Angel Tree, 
50 Baskets of Love for Alcott families, 
and 120 hats, gloves and mittens 
through the Mitten Tree. Advent by 
Candlelight donated just under $3,000 
to SOCH (South Oakland Citizens for 
the Homeless). The Alcott Shop N 
Drop program which provides food 
to Alcott families on the weekend, 
received  $906 and the Christmas Joy 
offering received $9,061.

In December we were able 
to generously share with Alcott 
Elementary in the following ways:

Using the bus driven by Carl Fischer, 
we delivered 50 Christmas food baskets 
packed by our youth, Angel Tree gifts 
for 14 children (one in each class), 77 
snack packs  assembled by children in 
CrossWalks to go in the backpacks of 
the children who are a part of our Shop 
‘N Drop program. .

Rosy Latimore and Virginia 
Mottershaw provided their wonderful 
annual Christmas lunch for the 
teachers.

A washer/dryer unit was delivered 
to the school provided by Filmer 
grant funds which will be used to help 
families who have no laundry facilities.

In early January we delivered hats, 
mittens and scarves collected on our 
mitten tree over the holidays.

Last but certainly not least, 
beginning in January, we have five new 
tutors at the school! Many thanks to 
Stephanie Kummer for the wonderful 
program she gave for Lunch and Learn 
and for all her work recruiting and 
working with new tutors.

FPC Youth packed Christmas Baskets of 
Love for Alcott families.

Teachers enjoying the annual holiday 
lunch provided by Rosy Latimore

FPC Bus delivers Baskets of Love.

Serving lunch to the Alcott teachers
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Polar Express Youth Fundraisers

On a snowy evening, December 9, 
about 120 children, youth and adults 
enjoyed a pizza dinner, toy trains, 
the Polar Express movie, and a hot 
chocolate bar. Leaving for home, a 
jingle bell with the word “Believe” 
was attached and placed in coat 
pockets as an afterglow surprise.  
The Children’s & Family Ministries 
team sponsored this fun evening.

The youth have been working hard 
to earn money for their 2018 winter 
retreat. Thank you to everyone who 
has bought cookies, super bowl subs, 
or sent their kids to a child care event. 
Your support allows more youth the 
opportunity to take a spiritual retreat. 
This church community blessed 13 
youth with a reduced-price retreat, and 
four students with a full scholarship. 
Family budgets are always tight, but 
having the support of others allows 
these opportunities to be open to 
everyone. 

First Theater Guild Presents



Youth Group

Page 7

February/March 2018

Community

Lunch and Learn 2017-18

On the Third Thursday, bring your 
lunch and eat from

 11:30am – 12:00pm in Knox Aud.
and then enjoy a fabulous program 

from 12:00 – 1:00pm. 
Dessert and beverages will be 

provided.  Everyone is Welcome!

February 15, 2018 
Diane K. Bert, PhD

Claude Monet was an 
impressionist painter whose 
work was controversial in his 
time.  Today he is considered one 
of the greatest artists of all time. 
Learn about his progression as a 
painter and his beautiful home 
and lily pond at Giverny. 

March 15, 2018 
Doug Koschik,

Baldwin Library Director, will talk 
about changes over the years, 
services now available, trends, 
and what the future may bring. 
including the role of technology. 
Recent renovations and 
proposed plans for the future, as 
well as  renovations of the youth 
area will be presented. 

In January, the youth packed into 
the church bus for a weekend retreat 
up north. The group was comprised 
of 50% high schoolers, 50% middle 
schoolers, 50% boys and 50% girls. 
Our diversity did not hinder the tight 
friendships that were formed and 
strengthened. The weekend’s theme of 
Escape helped us see that Jesus came 
to free us from the chains of sin. When 
we feel bound up in our own doubts 
and insecurities there is always a way 
out. The world may say we must work 
our way out, but God has already done 

the work. God so urgently wants a 
relationship with us, God was willing 
to take on the consequences even to the 
point of death. Focusing on our escape 
was only part of the weekend. We also 
expelled an endless amount of energy 
dancing, playing paintball, horseback 
riding, and just being together. The 
band “Bread of Stone” became great 
friends of ours. They taught us how to 
rock out during worship, and we taught 
them street cup stacking. This will be a 
retreat we talk about for years.   



Our Senior Adventurers put on their 
toque blanche (French for “white hat”) 
on Thursday, October 5th, when they 
took the FPC Bus to attend a class at 
the Henry Ford Health School in West 
Bloomfield.  There they learned how 
to create healthy Mediterranean meals, 
plus sampled various Mediterranean 
dishes, received useful tips, recipes 
and sound guidance from their chefs 
and dieticians. 

On Friday, November 10th, the 

Senior Adventurers plus anyone 
who wanted to go, enjoyed an 
afternoon listening to the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra for their 
Classical Coffee Concert. The 
concert featured Tchaikovsky’s 
Romeo & Juliet, Mendelssohn’s 
Symphony No. 3 & Trifonov 
performed his Piano Concerto. 
Everyone enjoyed lunch at Sign 
of the Beefcarver.  

On Wednesday, January 
17, the group went to Painting with a 
Twist.  They were given guidance on 
how to create a landscape and then 
created their own masterpiece. They 
followed their creative endeavor with a 
lunch at the Clawson Steak House. If 
you are interested in joining this group 
that goes on monthly outings, often 
on Wednesdays, please contact Dana 
Layman or Diana Sharer. 
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  Three Years and Counting...Thirty-one Trips and Adventures

Senior Adventures

Easter Flowers
Deadline: Sunday, March 18

The purchase of Easter lilies and hy-
drangeas to grace our sanctuary on 
Easter is made possible by the gener-
osity of those who donate to the Flow-
er Fund. If you would like to contribute 
to this fund, please fill out an order 
form that is available in the church of-
fice.  Flower donations can be made in 
honor or in memory of loved ones.

Thanks to all of you for supporting 
and joining Senior Adventures on our 
monthly trips. We are looking forward 
to continuing this vibrant church 
fellowship program. We attempt to 
select places that will interest you and 
may be on your "wish list" that you 
would not travel to alone, but with a 
group, you would feel safe and secure. 
We are not a member-only group, so 
family and friends are always welcome.  
There are no walls or boundaries in our 
church.

We have tried to keep our prices 
within everyone's budget. Sometimes 
we are asked to pay ahead, and some 
places ask for a cancellation clause,  
therefore, when you do not show up, we 
are asked to pay for your reservation. 
We generally pay as we go and have 
lunch at some amazing places. We 
must ask you please to put your phone 

number beside your name when you 
sign up so we can contact you if there 
is a change in plans.

Now, for some exciting news! We 
have a "Steering Committee" which 
will broaden our base and direct us to 
even more exciting adventures.  I would 
like to introduce you to Dana Layman, 
Diana Sharer, Virginia Mottershaw, 
Jean and Al Woodworth, Dawn Buley, 
and Diane Bert. They will be your "go 
to" people when you have suggestions 
and ideas for the group. Suggestions 
are GOOD!

I'm sad to be leaving as your leader of 
this amazing group, but there are other 
things in my future that I look forward 
to supporting, and I will always be an 
ex-officio member. Go Seniors!

Thank you for your support, 
participation, and enthusiasm which 
has made Senior Adventures what it is 

today and will continue to be tomorrow.
With blessings and love, Marge 

Hendrick
2017: The Puppet Theater, The 

Cheese Lady, Dumochelle, Heavenly 
Houses 2, Leader Dogs, Edsel Ford 
House, Detroit Yacht Club, Camp 
Skyline, DSO, Train to the Gandy 
Dancer.

2016: Morley/Sanders, Underground 
Railroad, Federal Reserve Detroit, 
Detroit  Public Library, St. Benedict 
Monastery, Pewabic Pottery, Motown 
Museum, Tour of Detroit, St John's 
Armenian Church, Tea at the Royal 
Park Hotel.
2015: Dinner at Peabodys, Canterbury 
Village, Lunch and Movie, Tea at The 
Whitney, Lunat White Horse Inn, DIA, 
St Sabba's Monastery, Octagon House, 
Jiffy Mix Factory, Heavenly Houses of 
Detroit, Tea at the Holly Hotel.



Family News

In Sympathy:
 = Christopher Pohe, son of Tina 

Pohe, November 17, 2017
 = Theodore “Ted” Daykin, 

father of Betsy Ross (Greg), 
November 26, 2017

 = Milton Dodge, father of 
Alison Imami (Shaheen), 
December 2, 2017

 = Jane C. Horner, mother of 
Marilyn, Rick Jean & John, 
December 29, 2017

 = Susan Margaret Gray, mother 
of Susan Wojtowicz (Todd) 
and Kelly Sowl (Brandon), 
December 31, 2017

 = Bobbie Myers, brother 
of Craig Myers (Mara), 
December 31, 2017

 = Lois T. Appledorn, mother 
of Steve Appledorn (Karen), 
James Appledorn (Denise), 
and Martha Littrup (Peter), 
January 5, 2018

 = Margaret “Maggie” Robbins, 
mother of Scott (Nancy) and 
Jeff (Amy) Robbins, January 
17, 2018

 = Russell G. Barget, husband of 
Gail Barget, January 23, 2018

 = Jean Perkins, mother of Henry 
Perkins (Helen) and Susan 
Troutman, January 25, 2018

Births:
 [ Caroline Ann Mancini, 

January 22, 2018, daughter of 
Donald and Kendra Mancini, 
granddaughter of Terry and 
Cindy Lanzen

 [ Agatha Elizabeth Goss, 
January 22, 2018, daughter of 
Charles and Christine Goss, 
granddaughter of Jim and 
Diane Goss. 
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Concerts at FPC Presents
Alma College Choir

 Friday,March 2, 7:30pm, Free Will Offering

Hand-In-Hand Early Childhood Center 

December was filled with the magic 
of the Christmas season. We have a 
talented new music teacher, Hayley 
Mieras, who instructs our three and 
four-year-old preschoolers and our 
young five class. She directed the “C 
is for Christmas” music program in 
Knox performed by our four-year-old 
preschool and young five students.  The 
children were outstanding. The three- 
year-old students performed some 
wonderful Christmas songs for their 
families in their classrooms.  We were 

also blessed to have Cindy Merten visit 
each of our classrooms to tell about 
the story of the birth of Jesus.  She did 
it very interactively and the children 
enjoyed it very much.  

We are now preparing for 2018-
2019 Hand-in-Hand registration.  
Classes will start in September. The 
registration will open on Monday, 
February 5, 2018 for currently enrolled 
families and open to the public on 
Monday, February 19.

Three-year-old Christmas ProgramFour-year-old and Young Five 
Christmas Program
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Join Us for All of Lent

 Wednesday, February 14 Ash Wednesday Services 
   12:00pm Worship with Soup Lunch following  
    7:00pm Worship 

 Sunday, March 25  Palm Sunday
   8:30am Worship
   10:00am Children’s Palm Processional 

 Thursday, March 29  Maundy Thursday
   7:00pm Communion Service in the Sanctuary
 

 Friday, March 30  Good Friday 
   Noon to Noon Saturday, 24 hour Prayer Vigil 
    in the Chapel
   Noon Ecumenical Service at First United 
    Methodist Church

 Sunday, April 1 Easter Sunday
   7:00am Sunrise Service in the Columbarium
   8:30am Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
   10:00am Traditional Service in the Sanctuary


