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February/March 2016

As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Religious Diversity Journeys

On a Thursday morning, December 10, 
150 7th grade students from four local 

school districts moved in groups all around 
the church to learn about the Christian 
faith tradition. They were part of Religious 
Diversity Journeys, a program of the Interfaith 
Leadership Council of Metro Detroit. First 
Foundation grants have helped Religious 
Diversity Journeys print a fantastic resource 
book for participating students, film an 
excellent promotional video to entice new 
school districts to participate and to educate 
people about the program, and support a new 
school district in joining the Journey. During 
the year-long Journey, 25 students (who are 
selected through an application process) from 
each district visit five houses of worship – 
Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Sikh, and Hindu – 
to learn about those faith traditions. They have 

a final gathering either at the Detroit Institute 
of Arts or at the Holocaust Museum. 

During their day at FPC, students “walked 
through the Bible” with John Judson and 
Cindy Merten, explored Christian history 
with Bethany Peerbolte, came to understand 
Christian symbols and holidays with Joanne 
Blair, and learned about Christian beliefs 
and practices with Amy Morgan. They also 
completed a service project for the Song and 
Spirit Institute in Berkley, decorating and 
packing “Snack Pax” for students in need of 
an after-school snack. The lunch for all of the 
participants was prepared by Souri Gaillard 
with help from Amy Garza and several others. 
FPC scored high points for hospitality on the 
surveys of students and chaperones. Many 
thanks to the dozen or so volunteers who 
helped make this day flow smoothly! 
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd & 4th Sundays Sep. - May

There is a simple meal 
following every service

First Presbyterian Church
1669 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, MI 48009
248.644.2040

www.everybodyschurch.org
email: 

contact@everybodyschurch.org
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February 21-28, 2016

Sign up sheets to help with South 
Oakland Shelter are posted in 
the hallway and online.  Join in 
this ministry that will bless you 
as much as those we serve.

Recently as I was helping to clean 
out the cabinets in the old main 
hallway office, I came across all sorts 
of interesting items, one of which was 
an “Audio-Visual Reservation Form.”  
It caught my attention because of the 
AV items that a person could check 
out and use.  These included 16mm 
film and filmstrip projectors, cassette 
tape recorders, record players and slide 
projectors.  For those of us of a certain 
age we remember using all of those 
devices.  Yet today, while some of 
this technology is being rediscovered 
by a new generation (vinyl records 
for example), we no longer use them 
because the technology has changed.  
We now use our smart phones, iPads, 
and video projectors.  And even this 
new technology is in danger of being 
replaced.

I suppose that I could bemoan a 
world in which we quickly discard old 
technology for new, but I won’t because 
I like new technology (true confession).  
Instead I would like us to realize that 
while technology has changed, the 
basic needs of human beings have not.  
The human beings who tweet and text 
need to be connected with others just 
as surely as did those who used flannel 
boards (now I am dating myself) or 
filmstrips.  The human beings who 
spend hours on Facebook, Instagram 
and other social media sites need 

meaning and 
purpose in their 
lives as surely 
as did those 
who threaded 
16mm film into 
a projector.  The 
human beings 
who stream music 
need forgiveness 
and good news 
as surely as did 
those who used cassettes or spun some 
vinyl.  

Technology will always be 
changing, but the needs and desires of 
human beings will not.  And for that 
reason the church will always matter.  
It will matter because the church has…
we have, been entrusted with the 
message of Jesus Christ that invites 
all persons into the warm embrace of 
a loving God.  We can share the good 
news that there is a loving community 
in which all persons are welcomed and 
accepted.  We can share the good news 
that makes sense of sin and redemption, 
good and evil.

Our task as a community of 
Jesus’ followers is to remember that 
technology is simply a tool; a tool we 
can use to tell others about the Good 
News of Jesus Christ; the Good News 
which meets their most basic human 
needs now and always.  
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Mission
Everybody’s Church Gets Hands-On with Mission

Thank you, Class of 2015 

Many thanks to the Elders, Deacons 
and Congregational Nominating 

Committee members that served in 
the class of 2014:  

Ruling Elders:  Mark Grobbel, Judy 
Hunt, Terry Lanzen, Kent Richards, 
Emily Tobias, and Mary Walters

Deacons:  Joyce Butterfield, Mike 
Caldwell, Richard Eriksen, Tom 
Kirchhofer, Pat Manatrey, Mike 
Morris, Kirk Nagley, Margo Owens, 
Pam Smith, and Sally Teague

Congregational Nominating
Committee:  Rose Gendruschke, 
Cindy Judson, Terry Lanzen, Edie 
Schmitz, Sara Scott, and Tom 
Swoboda

In October and November, church 
members and friends, including some 
of our Angels’ Place friends, joined 
together to complete several major 
mission projects. We decorated paper 
bags and packed them with healthy 
after-school snacks to make Snack 
Pax for the Song and Spirit Institute 
for Peace in Berkley. We packed 100 
Blessing Bags to share with those 
experiencing homelessness in our 
community. There are still a few bags 
left at the front desk. If you’d like one 

to keep in your car for when you see 
someone in need, just pick one up! 
Finally, we packed 200 baskets of food 
for the Every Family Feed a Family 
campaign. The baskets went to provide 
a holiday meal for families at Alcott 
Elementary School and Orchards 
Children’s Services.

Many thanks to First Foundation 
for funding these meaningful projects, 
to the Outreach Ministries team for 
organizing them, and to all those who 
helped serve others!

The New Donation Center

Across from the Welcome Center is the 
new FPC Donation Center.  There are 
shelves for collecting food donations 
for the Deacons’ Food Pantry that 
go to different organizations in the 
community.  There are bins for the 
collection of adult clothing for Fort 
Street Presbyterian’s Open Door 
program, and bins to collect children’s 

clothing, especially coats and uniforms, 
as well as books and school supplies for 
Alcott Elementary School.   In addition, 
we collect toiletries, especially small 
travel sizes. CarePax are available 
to hand out to homeless people. Next 
time you’re shopping, please pick up 
something for the donation center. 



First Presbyterian Church, 
Birmingham entertained over 24 
youth from the Michigan Youth 
Opportunities Initiative (MYOI) on 
December 17, 2015. We were delighted 
to re-connect with a foster alum, 
Arreana, who has graduated from the 
John Seita Program in Social Work 
at Western Michigan University.  In 
addition, our friend, Neoshua, came 
from Wayne State’s program plus Lana 
from MYOI.

Some of the youth have come for 
the third year now for this gathering.  
We also got to meet some of the 

newest members. Many thanks to 
the congregations who pitched in to 
make this possible:  Kirk in the Hills,  
University Presbyterian, and FPC, 
Birmingham.  Rev. Ann Robertson 
from Northminster also came to donate 
clothing plus help with set up.

It was pure joy to be together, have 
a huge meal, engage in fun activities, 
see all their creativity and catch their 
excitement as they shopped and filled 
up bags of their selections from the 
Unique Boutique.

They all left with filled duffle bags, 
carry-out containers of food and many 

smiles full of Christmas Spirit. This 
congregation has made such a positive 
impact upon the lives of our youth 
from foster care!  Thank you for your 
contributions. 
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Mission

Deacons Donations in 2015

Foster Care Christmas Party 

In 2015 the Deacons provided Sunday 
morning coffee, visitation to shut-ins 
and support for various agencies:  
• They gave grants totaling $30,840 

to:  Baldwin Center for a summer 
food service program for children; 
COTS to fund two hot meals a day 
for homeless mothers and children

• FAR Therapeutic Arts and 
Recreation to support music 
programs at Alcott

• Furniture Bank to provide 
furniture to families in need

• Gleaners Food Bank for a Weekend 
Backpack program

• HAVEN to furnish kitchens and 
bedrooms in new facility to house 
victims of domestic abuse and 
violence

• The Ruth Ellis Center for 
counseling dinners and to help 
create a fully-integrated Primary 
and Behavioral Health and 
Wellness Center

• SOCH (Welcome Inn - South 
Oakland Citizens for the Homeless) 
for assistance feeding and 
supporting the homeless during 
the winter
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Super Bowl Submarine Sandwiches Raise Funds for Youth Retreats

This year First Foundation made grants to 
Alcott Training Program – training materials $5,700.00
Ecumenical Theological Seminary $15,000.00
Foster Care Ministry - blankets 4 kids $3,000.00
FPC Education - seminary tuition $10,500.00
FPC – Sabbatical $1,675.00
FPC Deacons $15,000.00
Hope Hospitality & Warming Center $5,200.00
House of Providence - special home for teens $2,500.00
Interfaith Leadership Council of Metro Detroit $6,000.00
Kenya Mission Trip $15,000.00
Missionary Kenya – Stephen and Angela Cowan $4,000.00
Lahser Respite Home $15,000.00
Maji Safi Group Tanzania- Water Projects $7,500.00
Michigan Roundtable for Diversity $7,500.00
Missionary, Philippines – Rev. Cathy Chang $5,000.00
Outreach Ministries Hands-On Mission Projects:
 Snack Pax, First Night, Blessings Bags $7,500.00
Native American Diversity Ministry $2,000.00
Ruth Ellis Center $7,500.00
Samaritan Counseling $8,000.00
Skyline Camp & Retreat Center - transport cart $7,000.00
STEAM music circuit boards for Alcott Science Projects $4,550.00
Vacation Bible School 2015 $2,500.00
Yucatan peninsula Mission Van $30,000.00
Total $187,625.00

First Foundation Grant Summary

We have just a few spots still available 
on our Kenya mission teams. If you feel 
called to join the teams in building a 
church and school classrooms in Kenya 
in August, please contact John Judson. 
Fundraising for the Kenya mission 
trip has also started, including an 
opportunity to buy “shares” in the trip 
in order to help us purchase pews for 
the churches ($1,500), benches for the 
schools ($2,000), Bibles for churches 
and schools at $10 a piece ($2,000), 
Offertory ($20), a communion set 
for 100 ($100), and scholarships for 
participants who cannot afford the 
entire cost of the trip.  The shares are 
$10. You can purchase multiple shares 
and designate them for any of the listed 
needs.

Kenya Mission Trip

The youth tried a new fundraiser to raise 
funds for a winter retreat at Spring Hill 
and the Youth Triennium this summer: 
selling submarine sandwiches for the 
Super Bowl.  It was very successful.  
115 sandwiches were purchased with 
a variety of meats, cheeses, vegetarian 
options and toppings. The subs helped 
the youth raise $434.  Many thanks 

to everyone in the congregation who 
supported the youth by purchasing 
subs!



Lunch and Learn 2016

Bring your lunch and eat from 
11:30am – 12:00pm, and then 
enjoy and a fabulous program 

from 12:00 – 1:00pm. Dessert and 
beverages will be provided.

Everyone is Welcome!

February 11, 2016  
Michelle Hodges, CEO of the Belle Isle 
Conservancy will give us an update on 
all of the improvements which have 
been made through volunteers.

March 10, 2016
Dexter and Elizabeth Snyder will tell 
about Native Americans of the Great 

Lakes region, their customs and 
beliefs, and how they are preserving 

their heritage.

April 14, 2016
Julie Dawson, world traveler and local 

artist, will share her world travels as 
she shows photographs of the bells 

she has studied in many countries and 
featured in her book.
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Inclusion 
Five Women, Five Journeys

In December, women from the Jewish, 
Hindu, Baha’i, Sikh, and Muslim faith 
traditions came to FPC to share their 
experiences of growing up in faith and 
dealing with misconceptions and ste-
reotypes. The panel spoke for about 
an hour and then answered questions 
from the audience of over 70 people. 
The event included a meal catered by 
the Muslim Unity Center. This event 

is a program of WISDOM (Women’s 
Interfaith Solutions for Dialogue and 
Outreach in Metro Detroit). 
Portions of this program were viewed 
and discussed by the Tuesday morning 
bible study group on January 5 and 12.  
If you would like to view the videos, 
please contact Rev. Amy Morgan.  

AAIM Snowball Dance

Who doesn’t love to dance? Apparently, 
no one. At least that’s how it seemed at 
the recent Snowball Dance when church 
members, along with friends from the 
community, boogied to tunes played by 
one of our favorite DJs. Calvin Hall was 
beautifully decorated with a sparkly 
winter theme and there were plenty 
of refreshments. The Snowball Dance 
is one of four social events presented 
by the All Abilities Inclusion Ministry 
(AAIM). A Bingo Night is coming up 
on April 22 and an Ice Cream Social on 
July 24. Everybody’s welcome!
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Community 
First Theater Guild Presented the Musical “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” 

Registration is Open for Hand-in-Hand

First Theater Guild presented, “You’re 
a Good Man, Charlie Brown” for two 
weekends and six performances, 
November 13-15 and 20-22.  The 
middle and high school youth from 
FPC had a great time entertaining 
audiences that totaled 600 patrons.  
The musical is made up of moments 
from the Peanuts comic strip, 
including Lucy’s Psychiatry Booth, 
Snoopy and the Red Baron, Beethoven 

Day, the Baseball Game, the Book 
Report and many others.  The show 
concludes with the song, “Happiness 
Is,” which inspired Bethany to create 
a fundraiser for the Alcott Shop and 
Drop Program during performances.  
Patrons donated to write on a paper 
kite indicating what “happiness is” 
for them.  Donations totaled $800 for 
Shop and Drop.  

The Hand-in-Hand Early Learning 
Center 2016-17 school year 
registration opened Monday, 
February 1 for currently enrolled 
families.  Registration will be open 
for all other families beginning at 
9:30am Monday, February 22, 2016.  
If you are interested in enrolling, 
scheduling a tour and/or have 
questions then please contact Heidi 
Wilkinson, director at 248.644.2040 
ext. 124. 

First Presbyterian Hand-in-
Hand Early Learning Center

Hand-in-Hand Teacher Christmas Lunch

Preschool Christmas Pageant

Butterfly Room
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Welcome New Parish AssociateBirths:
 [ Parker Watson Merten, 

September 23, 2015 son of 
Eric and Stephanie Merten, 
grandparents Cindy and Forrest 
Merten

 [ Maggie Murphy Palmer, 
October 12, 2015, daughter of  
Megan and Rick Palmer

 [ Parker Bradley Watson, October 
26, 2015, son of Nick and Jaime 
Watson 

 [ Chosen Child, Drew Thomas 
Miriani, October 27, 2015, son 
of Andrew and Gwendolyn 
Miriani, grandparents, Buzz and 
Cathy Fiol

 [ Eleanor Rose Rossborough, 
November 11, 2015, daughter 
of Aaron and Allyson (Brosky) 
Rossborough, grandparents, 
Martha and Jim Blenman

 [ Edison Archer Reghi, January 
10, 2016, son of Kuressa and 
Edward Reghi

 [ Brady Alexander Falconer, 
January 21, 2016, son of 
Robert and Monica Falconer, 
grandparents David and Diane 
Falconer

Baptisms:
 � Evan Lewis Wesolowski, 

November 8, son of Carl and 
Sarah Wesolowski

 � Bennett Phillips Hughes, 
November 29, 2015, son of 
Anne and Michael Hughes

 � Maggie Murphy Palmer, 
November 29, 2015, daughter 
of Megan and Richard Palmer, 
Jr.

 � Adrianna Rose Sabatasse, 
November 29, 2015, daughter 
of Angela Sabatasse

Family News

Rev. Ted Thode and his fiancee,  
Erica Brandt

Ted Thode is from Westfield, New 
Jersey.  He went to seminary at 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
where he graduated in 2011 with 
a Masters of Divinity.  Upon 
graduation he took his first call at 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska where he 
worked for two years.  In 2013, he 
moved to West Bloomfield to be with 
his now fiancee Erica Brandt.  Since 
moving here, Ted has run a small 
e-commerce business.  Ted loves 
working with young people, helping 
their faith grow and teaching about 
God.  He is excited to be a part of 
such a vibrant church.

Baptisms: 
 � Drew Thomas Miriani, 

December 20, 2015, son of 
Andrew and Gwendolyn Mirani

 � Richard Perkins Lee, January 
24, 2016, brother of Amy 
Montri

In Sympathy:
 = Norma Stratton, November 

1, 2015, mother of Shirley 
Wigman and Charla Redmen

 = Nancy Hubbard Bowman, 
November 3, 2015, mother of 
Rich Bowman (Cheryl)

 = Calvin Brown, November 9, 
2015, husband of Jean Brown

 = Lee Hanson, November 12, 
2015, father of Linda Wilson 
(Scott)

 = Mary Skubik, November 19, 
2015, mother of John Skubik 
(Mary Ann)

 = Jon Baker, November 23, 2015, 
husband of Kathryn Baker

 = George Haddad, November 
25, 2015, husband of Madeline 
Haddad

 = Ralph Ziegler, November 25, 
2015, husband of Ellie Ziegler

 = J. Bruce McCristal, December 
25, 2015, husband of Sheryl 
McCristal

 = Donald James Scott, December 
28, 2015, father of Jeff Scott

 = Kathleen Dennise Kamp, 
December 30, 2015, wife of 
Richard Kamp

 = Edward Taylor Schultz, January 
3, 2016, brother of Barbara 
Linnenbrink

 = Henry Russell Merten, January 
11, 2016, father of Forrest 
Merten (Cindy)

In Sympathy: 
 = Richard Linnell, January 12, 

2016, husband of Joyce Jensen
 = Eleanor VanderLinde, January 

20, 2016, mother of Deb 
VanderLinde

 = Debra Latimore, January 
27, 2016, daughter of Rosy 
Latimore

 = Richard Morrisey, January 28, 
2016, father of Sarah Morrisey



Page 9

February/March 2016

Community
Adult Faith Formation Opportunities

Two Year Bible Trek – a new two-
year Bible trek has begun, but it’s not 
too late to join! Read through the en-
tire Bible in two years, augment what 
you read with blog posts and videos, 
and join the discussion about what you 
read in a weekly gathering at 10 am 
on Monday mornings. For more infor-
mation, including blogs and reading 
schedules, check out http://www.two-
yearbibletrek.com/. 

Cultural Literacy for Religions 
Learn about world religions and 
discuss your questions about them in 
this 8 am Saturday morning gathering. 
This class will began on January 23 
and will continue through the fall. 
Each class is a stand-alone session, so 
join us whenever you are able. 

Christian Collective – We are booking 
Christian Collective gatherings for the 
winter and spring. Host a gathering 
of friends at your home and learn 
about a topic of interest to you. More 
information and descriptions of 
the workshops can be found in the 
catalogue in the main hallway or online 
at http://www.fpcbirmingham.org/the-
christian-collective.html. 

Untapped Questions – Untapped 
Questions continues to gather on the 
third Thursday of each month at Bagger 
Dave’s on Maple and Telegraph at 7pm. 
Check out the blog for current topics 
and background information for each 
gathering (http://www.fpcbirmingham.
org/untapped-questions). All are 
welcome!

Easter Flowers
The purchase of Easter lilies and hydrangeas 
to grace our sanctuary on Easter is made 
possible by the generosity of those who 
donate to the Flower Fund. If you would like to 
contribute to this fund, please fill out an order 
form that is available in the church office.  
Flower donations can be made in honor or 
in memory of loved ones.

Senior Adventures

Senior Singles has a new name and 
a new identity, Senior Adventures.  
We are no longer just Senior Singles 
because we now welcome all seniors 
to join us on our monthly adventures.  
Couples will bring a new dimension 
to our group, and we welcome you and 
friends with open arms.

Start reading about our monthly 
trips in the Sunday bulletin.  Look for 
our posters featuring our trips on the 
wall and our sign-up sheet on the table 
outside Calvin Hall.  We schedule our 
trips on the first Wednesday of every 
month except for May and October, 
which we reserve for the Rummage 
Sale.

Plan to join us for the simple 
pleasures we sometimes miss when we 
are alone!  

On November 4th the Senior 
Adventurers took the FPC bus and 
were transported into an amazing 
underwater world at Sea Life Michigan 
Aquarium.  After gazing at sharks, 
starfish and graceful rays, everyone 
enjoyed lunch at the Rainforest Café!  
A special thank you to Al Huberty 
for driving the bus.  Questions about 
Senior Adventurers?  Call Marge 
Hendrick at 248.293.0011 and join the 
fun!
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Morgan and Merten Led 
Workshops at Conferences

Advent by Candlelight

In January, Amy Morgan and Cindy 
Merten co-led a workshop at the 
Annual Conference for the Association 
of Presbyterian Christian Educators 
(APCE). The workshop was called 
“Flipping the Classroom 2.0” and 
covered many of the new initiatives 
we have implemented here at FPC 
regarding the use of online learning and 
resources and the “flipped classroom” 
model for Confirmation. 

Amy will also lead a workshop 
at the NEXTChurch Conference in 
February entitled “Faith Formation in 
Your Family Room.” The workshop 
will outline new possibilities for 
faith formation that is portable, 
personalized, and participatory, taking 
faith formation for children, youth, and 
adults outside the building and into 
the family rooms of the congregation. 
Again, many of the new initiatives at 
FPC will be highlighted. 

Sowing tears...Reaping joy

Friday, March 4, 2016  at 7:30 pm

Front Panel

sounding light

the chamber choir of Many Voices...One Song

Tom Trenney, conductor

$20 adult/$10 students

Among the most beloved words of scripture are the inspired verses of the
Psalms. sounding light gives voice to these treasured poems which

powerfully express the deepest human emotions.  This concert will feature
premieres from Detroit composer and Michigan Opera Theatre founder

David DiChiera and sounding light's own Tom Trenney.

First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham
1669 W. Maple Road, Birmingham, MI

248.644.2040  www.everybodyschurch.org
An inspiring evening of worship and 
fellowship on December 3rd was 
shared by ladies of all ages celebrating  
Advent.  The theme of the service was 
“Mary’s Mothers: Women of Courage.”  
Beautiful music was provided by a 
girl’s ensemble, Lara Alami and Carole 
Halmekangas.   The service closed with 
candlelighting.  Alcott Elementary was 
the recipient of donations for uniform 
clothing.  
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November 29:  Carols, Crafts, Cookies and Caring

Kirkin’ of the Tartans Stuffed Animal Lock-in

On December 6, FPC celebrated this 
Scottish tradition as an opportunity to 
celebrate the diversity of the Body of 
Christ.  Everyone was invited to bring 
or wear to worship something which 
symbolizes their ethnic or cultural 
heritage.  We placed our tartans, or 
whatever represented our “clan,” on the 
Communion Table during worship in 
recognition that our allegiance to God 
comes before our allegiance to clan as 
we re-committed ourselves to God and 
Christ’s Church.

The youth hosted 28 K-5th graders 
for the Stuffed Animal Lock-In. This 
event raised money for the upcoming 
youth retreats. We created paintings of 
animals from our hand prints, ate mud 
pie, played games, and learned how 
God loves everyone! After the children 
had fun and went home for bed, their 
stuffed animals stayed overnight and 
played around the church! 
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First News
February/March 2016

 Friday, March 4 Sounding Light Concert in the Sanctuary
   7:30pm “Sowing Tears, Reaping Joy”  
 

 Sunday, March 20  Palm Sunday
   8:30am and 10:00am Worship
   10:00am Children’s Palm Processional 
   11:00am “Touch and See My Church” for families

 Thursday, March 24  Maundy Thursday
   7:00pm Communion Service in the Sanctuary
 

 Friday, March 25  Good Friday 
   7:30am Breakfast with Speaker John Crawford in Knox Hall 
   Noon to Noon Saturday, 24 hour Prayer Vigil in the Chapel
   Noon Ecumenical Service in the Sanctuary
   7:00pm St. John’s Passion by Bob Chilcott in the Sanctuary

 Sunday, March 27  Easter Sunday
   7:00am Sunrise Service in the Columbarium
   8:30am Communion Service in the Chapel
   10:00am Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
   11:00am Easter Egg Hunt after Worship

Lent and Holy Week Schedule


