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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Bethany’s Journey to Ordination 
Filled with Love and Support

I want to extend an enormous thank you to everyone 
for a beautiful ordination and installation service. It 
was a blessing to be surrounded by so many people 
who have walked with me through this process. I am 
honored to receive a call to a place that has supported 
me so much already. I was humbled by the time and 
effort that was put into the reception. I felt loved and 
welcomed by everyone. I look forward to what God 
has in store for us. I know the plans are great!

A few of you were unable to attend, so allow 
me to tell you about the things that I will cherish 
forever. I had several wonderful people serve on my 
commission and during worship. Rev. Anne Schaefer, 
who served as the co-interim at Milford Presbyterian, 
gave the sermon at the service and Anne was the first 
female pastor I ever met. I was raised in the Missouri 
Synod Lutheran Church, so she was the person who 
convinced me to go to seminary. Anne gave me great 
advice then and did again at my ordination. 

Milford Presbyteian, the church that presented 
me for ordination and kept me under care, was also 
represented by Rev. Bryant Anderson and Elder 

continued on page 3
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April,
once a month May-August. 

A simple meal 
follows every service.

First Presbyterian Church
1669 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, MI 48009
248.644.2040

www.everybodyschurch.org
email: 

contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Senior Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Bethany Peerbolte
Associate Pastor for Youth 

and Mission

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

What did my parents want for 
Christmas?  It was one of those 
eternal quests in life, to find them 
something that they didn’t already 
have or that they might want.  
Fortunately, my parents made this 
easy on their four sons.  First my 
mother said that the gifts could 
be no more than five dollars and 
they had to be totally kitschy.  The 
kitschier the better.  Then when they 
had more kitsch than they could 
stand, they told us that they wanted 
us to choose a charity, of our choice 
and give in their names.  This made 
gift-giving exciting for them once 
again. What charity would we give 
to?  What difference could our gift 
make?  Though my mother has been 
deceased for more than ten years 
now, Cindy and I continue to do this 
for my father because, at least in my 

mind, it returns 
us to the focus 
of Christmas; 
giving to make a 
difference in the 
world, just as 
God gave God’s 
only son to make 
a difference for 
all of humanity.  I hope that this 
year, on your lists that you will be 
checking twice, you will include 
giving to others, whether it be 
Angel Tree, Christmas Baskets, the 
mitten and hat tree at church, or to 
your favorite life-changing charity.  
And by so doing, be led back once 
again to the ultimate giving of God.
      
 John

   Be an Angel!  Take an angel
from the Angel Tree outside 
the Chapel and bring back 
the gift, unwrapped, by 
December 10th. Gifts will go 
to Alcott Elementary School  
and Foster families in the 
area.  Questions? Please 
contact Maggie Garza.

• First Presbyterian 
Church of Birmingham 
Michigan

• All Abilities Inclusion 
Ministry

• Everybody’s Church 
Music Ministry 

• Everybody’s Church 
Youth Groups

Twitter: @fpcbirmingham 

YouTube:  
everybodyschurch1
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Ordination, continuedMexico Medical Mission Team Shares Why They Feel Called to Serve

Leslie Nave.
Rev. Mary Austin served to anoint 

me during the remembrance of baptism. 
Mary was my mentor when I did my 
internship at Westminster Detroit, and 
is still a valuable voice of help in my 
ministry. 

I was also blessed to have our 
own Rev. Dr. John Judson, and Rev. 
Joanne Blair play integral parts in the 
service, just as they have been in my 
development and learning over the past 
five years. 

My family was also involved which 
meant the world to me. My Godchildren 
helped me put on the symbols of 
ministry. My father, brothers, niece 
and nephew sang “Just a Closer Walk 
with Thee” which was also sung at my 
baptism. 

Rev. Dr. Dave Dressel served as 
the senior pastor at Martin Luther 
Chapel when I attended Michigan State 
University. He is a vital reason I still have 
my faith today. It was awe-inspiring 
to have him be able to participate in 
my ordination. It was an invitation I 
was not sure he could accept because 
he still serves a denomination that 
does not ordain women. However, he 
accepted my invitation enthusiastically 
and even brought support from many 
friends I have not seen in a while. I held 
it together for the song my family sang, 
but gave into the happy tears when my 
college pastor gave me my charge. 

I was truly surrounded by my faith 
family - from baptism, to seminary, 
through examinations, and finally 
ordination, every step of the way was 
represented. It will be a day I never 
forget and look forward to reliving in 
memory and story for years to come. 

Thank you, 
Rev. Bethany Peerbolte

Why do we feel called to take 
this trip each year?  Is it providing 
free medical care for 200 people 
who might not otherwise get it?  Is it 
about building long-term relationships 
with our Mexican partners, Yucatan 
Peninsula Mission? Does it fulfill 
our own need to serve in some way? 
These are questions we pondered each 
evening while in the town of Leona 
Vicario serving alongside our friends 
Wilian and Erly.  

As we toured the new university 
adjacent to the base house where we 
worked, we saw students working 
toward degrees in Law, Education 
and Administration. Everybody’s 
Church has worked to build the bricks 
and mortar part of both the base and 
the university for nine years, and 
the progress is truly amazing. With 
grants from First Foundation and other 
churches, this opportunity for students 
to obtain a higher level of education is 
expanding the vision of God’s kingdom 
on earth.  Serving the local population 
medically is one small way of building 
trust and sharing the message of 
Christ’s love for all people.  

We were a small team this year, but 
we had enough. Dr. Peter Miller was 
our physician, Anne Hughes served as 
his translator, Mary Aho worked in the 
pharmacy alongside Danny Mathews (a 
pharmacist from San Antonio), Forrest 
Merten with translator Erly handed out 

reading glasses and Bibles, and Amy 
Rogers and Cindy Merten worked 
in triage taking blood pressures and 
temperatures. In addition, a Mexican 
dentist and her assistant provided 
dental care for 68 people. Living 
simply, serving, praying together in 
Spanish and English, worshiping in a 
local church, and being the recipients 
of gracious hospitality are only some of 
the gifts we received. We pray that our 
service met a small need in the lives 
of those with whom we worked and 
served.
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First Foundation Provides Funding for Faith Kasoni 

 “Whoever receives one such child 
in my name receives me.” Mark 9:37

“One child at a time.” 
That is Faith Kasoni’s answer when 

asked how she measures her success. At 
times, it’s more specific – it’s one girl 
at a time. And even more specifically, 
it’s one girl at a time who is saved 
from forced underage marriage and 
from female genital mutilation (FMG) 
which are both still practiced in some 
parts of tribal Africa.

Faith Kasoni is a missionary 
working for the Presbyterian Church 
of East Africa (PCEA) primarily to 
teach people of the Samburu tribes 
about good personal hygiene and 
general health practices. In addition, 
she advocates for young girls at risk 
of being subjected to ancient tribal 
practices. Faith is passionate about her 
calling because it hits close to home 
for her – she ran away from her family 
when she realized that she would soon 
be forced to undergo mutilation if she 
stayed with her parents and in her 
village.

FPC’s First Foundation has 
supported the work of the PCEA by 
granting $20,600 to Faith over three 
years so she could go to college, earn 
her degree, and become employed by 
the PCEA. A portion of the funding 

was used to establish a 
satellite feed so Faith 
could take some classes 
remotely. Pastor John 
Judson met Faith during 
his trip to Kenya and was 
impressed not only by the 
good work she does but 
also by her loving spirit 
and her dedication to her 

work. He made the recommendation, 
supported by FPC’s Ministry on 
Mission, to First Foundation. 

After rescuing the girls from 
immediate crises, Faith’s goal is to 
reunite them with their families. She 
first gains the trust of local police 
officers and tribal leaders. Together 
they try to persuade the parents not to 
follow the cultural norms for FGM and 
underage marriage. The ultimate goal 
is to have the girls grow to be healthy, 
safe and educated. This year, she has 
rescued seven girls.

“The work is not easy,” she wrote 
to Pastor Judson, “but the grace of the 
Lord is sufficient for me.”

Youth Group Learn Lesser Known Stories of the Bible

Our youth began the school year 
reading the Bible through a new lens. 
Our middle school students spent a few 
weeks looking at how God works and 
how our work, yes even homework, can 
help God work in the world. One student 
observed that is it “helpful to think of 
doing work for God because then even 
boring chores seem more important.” 
Our high school students have been 
looking at lesser known stories. As we 
were brainstorming what they wanted 

to learn, they felt like they knew the 
popular stories but wondered what 
stories they hadn’t heard. We covered 
stories like Jesus getting mad at fig 
trees, talking donkeys, and wrestling 
with God. It has been a fun way to 
learn about God and realize there is 
always something new and fresh to 
read in the Bible. 



250 Baskets of Love!

Inclusive Communities Event Sponsored by AAIM
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Mission and Inclusion

Thank You, Veterans

More than 100 people gathered on 
a Saturday in October to learn about 
the possibility of coming together to 
consider future housing options for 
their loved ones with disabilities.  This 
was funded by a Faith in Action grant 
from the Detroit Presbytery, and a 
second grant request  has now been 
submitted to continue this process.  
One participant summed up the 
experience of many:  “There are many 
meetings I go to where I wonder why 
am I here...but not this Saturday. That 
was so informative and it also gave me 
a little more hope for the future. I am 

sincerely interested in the next steps of 
the training.”

The Center for Independent 
Futures helps families open doors to 
supported living options in their own 
neighborhoods. Along with hearing 
from local developer, Bill Godfrey 
about his Three Oaks Communities 
and Martha Bloom from Intentional 
Communities of Washtenaw, we 
learned about The New Futures 
Initiative Training to help families 
work through the process of creating 
the right housing solution for their 
loved ones.

A second grant was submitted to 
the Detroit Presbytery to continue 
this process, and a follow up meeting 
for nearly 30 people was held in mid-
November to get to know one another 
and to begin identifying families 
interested in moving ahead with more 
training. FPC is  also partnering with 
Angels’ Place to provide community 
support and to work through this 
process. If you know someone who 
would be interested in this initiative, 
please contact either Joanne Blair or 
Cindy Merten for more information.

On Veterans Day, November 11, we asked all the veterans present to gather 
for a picture.  Thank you for your service, veterans!

Mary Poppins has said that “in every 
job that must be done there is an 
element of fun.” Our church children 
absolutely found the element of fun 
in packing Baskets of Love. In fact, 
they had so much fun we almost 
didn’t have any work for the adults. 
This mission project brings together 
church members of every age to gather 
as a community and work together. 
We packed 190 baskets for Orchards 
and Alcott Elementary. The baskets 
have been distributed to families who 
live with food insecurity. Another 50 
baskets will be packed in December 
and delivered before Christmas. A 
huge thank you to everyone who 
donated, packed, and helped with this 
project. Thank you for being a blessing 
to the community. 

Lunch and Learn 2019

Bring your lunch and eat from
 11:30am – 12:00pm in Calvin Hall

and then enjoy a fabulous program 
from 12:00 – 1:00pm. 

Dessert and beverages will be pro-
vided.  Everyone is Welcome!

January 17, 2019  - Kim Johnson
A Wee Bit of Scotland

Professional bagpiper, Kim Johnson, 
will demonstrate with a a variety of 
bagpipes and tunes, and share facts 
and folklore. 
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Community
Necrology - November 6, 2017 - November 4, 2018

Family News
In Sympathy:

 = Terence Adderley, father of 
Elizabeth Adderley, October 9

 = Jaclyn Fleser, wife of John 
Fleser, October 16

 = Yvonne Marie Lowery, 
Mother of Dawn Campbell 
(Greg), October 16

 = Sue Richards, wife of Kent 
Richards, October 26

 = Grace Hinman, grandmother 
of Dawn Buley, November 6

 = Beverly Schneider, mother of 
Kari Schneider, November 18

Births:
 [ Mallory Kate DelPup, 

daughter of David and 
Shannon DelPup, October 12, 
grandparents Sue & Michael 
DelPup and Louise Kutscher

 [ Lena Elizabeth Kuhlman, 
daughter of Cathy and Matt 
Kuhlman, October 19

 [ Margaret Frances Murray, 
daughter of Mike and Kathryn 
Murray, November 14

Baptisms:
 � Turner Wendy Thode, 

daughter of Rev. Ted and 
Erica Thode, October 14

 � Connor William Merten, son 
of Mark and Kristen Merten, 
October 28

New Members Joined by 
Reaffirmation of Faith:

 = Gregory Campbell
 = Debra Coviak
 = Candace Fernander
 = Emily Kalmbach
 = Jason Kalmbach
 = Mara Myers
 = Craig Myers

Lois Appledorn
Russell Barget
Thomas Graham
Jane Horner
Judy Hunt
Dale Larson
Albertine “Abbie” Leonhard

Barbara Lewis
Harriet Murdock
Jean Perkins
Sue Richards
Margaret Robbins
John Stunz, Jr.
Margaret Thoms

We remember with thanksgiving the members of 
First Presbyterian Church who have departed this 

life in the past year.
 “May light perpetually shine upon them.”

Third Grade Milestone Class - Receiving a Bible

Does anyone have a family Bible?  
Pastor John shared the story of his 
special family Bible and showed it to 
us.  In a walk through our CrossWalks 
hallways our third graders explored 
how the Bible is the story of God 
and God’s people, and they learned a 
framework to aid in remembering that 
story.  We call it the five part story,  
and it begins at creation with God 
loves the world, continues with the fall 
in Genesis where humanity began to 
Wander Far From God, moves next to 
Abraham and Sarah when God Calls 
a Family. Jesus is the Way to God is 
where we discover that in Jesus Christ 
we encounter the love and grace of God, 

which leads us to Pentecost where we 
learn that The Spirit helps us live God’s 
love. The children then received Bibles 
in worship on October 22 followed by 
a cake and punch reception in Calvin.
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Senior AdventuresLove and Logic Workshop Changes Family’s Lives

The Hand-in-Hand Early Learning 
Center and the Children’s and Family 
Ministries sponsored a workshop 
series,  ‘Becoming a Love and Logic 
Parent.’ The Love and Logic approach 
to parenting is built around the science 
of crafting caring and respectful 
relationships. An authentic, loving 
connection between parents and 
their children is the root of a healthy, 
thriving relationship built on trust and 
understanding.

Today, so many parents are 
being faced with various parenting 
challenges! The approach provides 
a variety of simple and effective 

strategies for parenting children from 
birth to adulthood. Whether you’re 
embarking for the first time with your 
new baby or navigating the turbulent 
teens with your youngest, the Love 
and Logic strategies and techniques 
will help you create calm and loving 
solutions. With the loving yet powerful 
tools of Love and Logic, we can help 
our children learn to make good 
choices and experience happy lives 
while maintaining their love and 
respect.

This five week program ended on 
November 15, but there was so much 
enthusiasm from the attendees that we 
are planning on holding another course 
starting in January.   Comments such 
as ‘this has changed my life!’, ‘I can’t 
believe it worked on the first try’ and 
‘I have also used this on my husband.’ 
All of these testimonials illustrate that 
this program works.  Please look for 
upcoming information about a new 
series coming in January 2019!!

The Hand-in-Hand Early Learning 
Center is enjoying a wonderful school 
year so far and observing our students 
learning and growing so much. All 
of the 26 HIH staff cannot believe we 
have been already been in class for 

50 days.  Our theme for November 
has been all about manners and being 
thankful.  With that theme; we annually 
partner with the church for the Baskets 
of Love campaign and our families 
have contributed 57 boxes of cereal.  
The four year old preschool classes 
also donated snack items and packed 
them in individual bags to give to the 
children of the Alcott Elementary 
school to enjoy over the Thanksgiving 
weekend.   December will be very busy 
with learning and reading stories about 
the birth of Jesus, many Christmas 
projects to make and performing their 
Christmas concert. 

HIH Preschool Children Make Snacks for Alcott Children

The Senior Adventures clowned around 
during their November 6th tour of the 
Detroit Parade Company Studios!  
They explored the 200,000 square-foot 
storyland of floats, the world’s largest 
collection of papier-mâché heads, 
plus the Parade Company’s costume 
shop where over 3,000 costumes are 
designed and created.  Following the 
tour, the group enjoyed the view of 
the Detroit River while lunching at 
Sinbad’s Restaurant.
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Join Us for Advent & Christmas at FPC

Christmas Eve  Worship
December 24th

2pm:  Interactive Family Worship

5pm:  Interactive Family Worship

8pm:  Communion , Choir and 
Carols

11pm:  Candlelit Worship

Sunday, December 30
One worship service at 10am in 

Knox Auditorium

Advent Events

Sunday, December 2, 10am
Kirkin’ of the Tartans

Thursday, December 6, 7pm 
Dessert and Discovery

Rev. Bill Ritter
 

Sunday, December 16
Christmas Musical during 

10am Worship
11am Cookies, Crafts and Caring 


