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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

The Great Pumpkin Event

The “Great Pumpkin Event” was, in a 
word… GREAT!  Over 70 people of all ages 

attended this evening of fun which started with 
the showing of the ever-popular movie “It’s The 
Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown.”  Following 
the movie and popcorn, people rotated between 
stations which featured cookie decorating, games, 
coloring, crafts, a photo booth and more snacks.  
This was truly an inclusive event where people 
of all ages and abilities mixed and mingled and 
smiled all night long!
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April,
once a month May-August. 

A simple meal 
follows every service.

First Presbyterian Church
1669 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, MI 48009
248.644.2040

www.everybodyschurch.org
email: 

contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Senior Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Bethany Peerbolte
Director of Youth Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

Once a month I receive a magazine 
called “Religious Product News.” It 
contains articles about how to get the 
best stage lighting, sound mixing, 
smoke machines, video cameras, 
screens, projectors, and other assorted 
technology products for your church.  
The accompanying pictures are of 
young singers and musicians on a 
stage, illuminated by multiple lights 
with massive screens broadcasting 
their images to those in attendance. If 
you did not know this was a magazine 
for churches you could assume it 
was a magazine for rock bands. The 
magazine is a constant reminder to 
me that Phyllis Tickle was right when 
she said that we are in the midst of 
one of the every five-hundred years’ 
rummage sales through which the 
church has gone.

Tickle, in her book, The Great 
Emergence; How Christianity is 
Changing and Why (Baker Books, 
Grand Rapids; 2008) argues that every 
five-hundred years, “the empowered 
structures of institutional Christianity, 
whatever they may be at that time…
must be shattered in order that renewal 
and new growth may occur” (p. 16).  In 
other words, every five-hundred years, 
the church has to decide again who it 
is, what it needs to keep and what it 
needs to throw out.  

This year we, as Presbyterians, 
remembered the previous rummage 
sale, the Reformation, which was 
the pivotal moment when millions 
of individuals and dozens of nation-
states cast off the religious authority 
of the Roman Church.  Rooted in the 
concepts of grace alone, faith alone, 
scripture alone and Christ alone, the 
Reformers conceived of a different kind 
of church. As with any great cultural 
transformation the process was messy.  
It resulted in religious wars which took 
the lives of millions of people. In the 

end, however, 
the Reformation 
created a 
different church 
and a different 
world; a world in 
which democracy 
could flourish and 
a church in which 
the Bible (rather 
than church doctrine) became the rule 
of faith and life.   

The challenge for us, as those in the 
midst of the current great rummage 
sale, is to decide what we need to keep 
and what we need to toss out in order 
to be faithful to Christ. Fortunately for 
us, we are guided in this process by 
our Vision Statement, “As Everybody’s 
Church, we commit ourselves to 
serving Christ by cultivating mission, 
inclusion and community.” This 
statement is ancient and yet always 
new. It is ancient in that it connects us 
to the early church and as we find it in 
the Book of Acts as well as it connects 
us to our current culture.  It has allowed 
us to let go of some things, such as 
Christmas Hand-in-Hand and to add 
others, such as Rejoicing Spirits. It 
has allowed us to keep our traditional 
worship style, while experimenting 
with services like 12:01 Start.  I am 
grateful, that as we move through this 
rummage sale, you continue to be open 
to the changes taking place here at 
First Church as we seek to continually 
become the church we are called to be. 

www.everybodyschurch.org



Faith Kasoni, our missionary to the 
Samburu people of Kenya, continues 
to stay busy. She visits remote schools 
and villages, encouraging children 
(especially girls who are often not 
sent to school) to be enrolled in, and 
stay in school.  She instructs them in 
hygiene, social skills and, as she puts 
it, positive ways to stay busy during 
their long school breaks. She continues 
to support girls who do not want to 
undergo Female Gentile Mutilation 
(FGM) and preaches when asked. She 
is an amazing evangelist in the areas 
in which she works. In addition, she 
continues her schooling, online via 
satellite in Samburu, and then travels 
to Nairobi for exams. Please keep Faith 
in your prayers.
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Fort Street Open DoorUpdate from Missionary Faith Kasoni in Kenya

Mission Fundraiser
Christmas Tree Sale

Please plan to buy your Christmas tree from the 
vendor on the church property.  A portion of the 
proceeds will benefit Mexico mission trips.  Enjoy 
a beautiful tree and know that you’re helping the 
youth of our church fulfill our vision of serving 
Christ by doing mission work.  

Help the homeless stay warm this 
winter by donating gently-worn, clean 
winter clothing.

Open Door has operated since 1967 
at Fort Street Presbyterian Church in 
downtown Detroit where we, along 
with many other congregations, have 
provided continued support through 
our Deacons, First Foundation, 
volunteers and clothing donations. 

 Open Door ministers to the homeless 
and indigent of Detroit by providing 
for their physical, social and spiritual 
needs in a way that celebrates and 
affirms that we are all God's children. 
 Consider donating:

• Jeans of all sizes
• Coats
• Long sleeve shirts
• Warm hats
• Sweatshirts
• Shoes

 Your donations can be dropped off in 
the bins labeled “Fort Street” at our 
Donation Center. 



Like cold water to a thirsty soul, 
so is good news from a far country. 
Proverbs 25:25

The good news for two African 
communities came in the way of funds 
from FPC’s First Foundation that will 
make water accessible in a village in 
Kenya and help people use water safely 
in a group of villages in Tanzania. 

Yatta is a remote, rural village in 
south-central Kenya served by the 
Presbytery of Thika. It has no reliable 
source for clean water. The land is arid 
and the people must get their water 
from a river which is little more than a 
trickle for part of the year and unclean 
year-round. The job of fetching water 
is left to women and children, which 
keeps them away from farming, shop 
keeping and school. 

The people need a well. FPC, 
through the Presbytery of Detroit, has 

had a long-standing relationship with 
the Presbyterian Church of East Africa. 
Through a joint effort, $44,000 is 
being raised to drill a well in Yatta and 
outfit it with a solar-powered pump. At 
the recommendation of our Outreach 
Ministries, First Foundation approved 
a grant of $10,000, which is in addition 
to two previous First Foundation grants 
for other water-related projects in that 
region. The Yatta well is expected to be 
completed in the spring of 2018. It will 
serve 1,000 people, enabling women 
to be more productive in their work 
and children to attend school more 
regularly.

Three hundred miles away in the 
Rorya District of Tanzania, several 
remote and impoverished small villages 
have a different water-related problem. 
Living on the shores of Lake Victoria, 
the villagers have plenty of access to 
water but the water is unclean. Much of 

the population suffers from waterborne 
diseases such as cholera, typhoid, 
dysentery and parasites. 

Maji Safi (“clean water” in Swahili) 
is a nonprofit group dedicated to 
promoting healthy practices and 
disease prevention. The Director 
of Operations there is the daughter 
of John and Cindy Judson’s closest 
friends. Emily Bull has been living 
in Tanzania for several years and 
has kept the Judsons informed of the 
progress the group has made in the 
district. First Foundation has awarded 
three grants to the group over the past 
three years, totaling $22,585, to fund 
health screening and education efforts. 
The workers have screened more than 
5,000 villagers and provided treatment 
for those who have tested positive for 
disease. Working through schools, 
they have implemented and sustained 
public education programs to teach 
students basic hygiene practices. They 
have been so successful in lowering 
the rate of waterborne diseases that the 
Tanzanian government has asked Maji 
Safi to help with disease outbreaks and 
health screenings in other parts of the 
country.

First Foundation invests legacy gifts 
from FPC members to provide funds 
for mission projects overseas and close 
to home. If you might be interested 
in including such a gift in your estate 
plan, please contact Bruce Nyberg at 
248.720.9051 or bknyberg@yahoo.
com. 
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• First Presbyterian 
Church of Birmingham 
Michigan

• All Abilities Inclusion 
Ministry

• Everybody’s Church 
Music Ministry 

• Everybody’s Church 
Youth Groups

Twitter: @fpcbirmingham 

YouTube:  
everybodyschurch1

First Foundation Provides Funding for Accessible Water and Water Hygiene in Africa 



The women of First Presbyterian 
Church of Birmingham, friends, 
and family gathered together in the 
perennial garden at the back of the  
church, following the 10am service on 
October 22nd to dedicate the “Garden 
Glow” sculpture. We honored Lois 
Cotton, Pat Lindroth and Lois Poston 
for their love and commitment to 
Presbyterian Women.

The statue also signifies the 
dedication of many Presbyterian 
Women who are no longer with us.  
The “Garden Glow” statue will also 

proudly  symbolize the services of 
future women here at First Presbyterian 
Church.

Presbyterian Women Statue Dedication

Everybody’s Church Is a Hunger Action Congregation
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 Be An Angel, 
Take An Angel

from the Angel tree outside 
the Chapel and bring back 
the gift, unwrapped, by 
December 10th. Gifts will 
go to Orchards Children’s 
Services and some Alcott 
Elementary School families.  
Questions? Please contact 
Maggie Garza.Thank you for your participation!

Total amount raised: $7600 or 250 meals

Did you know that we have been 
designated as one of 35 PC(USA) 
churches in the country who are certified 
Hunger Action Congregations? What 
exactly does this mean? It means that 
we are indeed a congregation passionate 
about addressing, hunger, poverty and 
related injustices in six areas. We work 
toward hunger alleviation through 
our Alcott Shop ‘N Drop program, 
the Deacon’s food pantry, our work 
with Gleaners and meals at Ruth Ellis 
House. We provide 200 food baskets 
for Orchard’s Family Services and 
Alcott Elementary at Thanksgiving 
and 50 more at Christmas to Alcott, 
and provide 500 snack pax for Song 

and Spirit.  We also work in the areas 
of development assistance, hunger 
education, lifestyle integrity (we 
choose environmentally friendly 
options such as using pitchers of water 
instead of bottled water at church 
events), use Eco-Palms on Palm 
Sunday, and recycle.  Our corporate 
and public policy witness includes 
a Bread for the World Offering of 
Letters, and in our worship we often 
incorporate the biblical and theological 
grounding for hunger and poverty 
work. For more information go to 
ht tps://www.presbyterianmission.
org/story/70-churches-join-covenant-
hunger-action-congregations/
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The Story Behind the Exodus Pictures

My name is Kate Gendruschke. I am 15 
years old and I’m a sophomore at Troy 
High School. I have always loved art, 
and have taken art classes every year at 
school since first grade. When Bethany 
approached me and asked me to do 
these paintings, she gave me the Bible 
verses for the paintings. I looked at the 
verses and imagined how the scene 
would look if I was there. Because of 
that, I decided to draw these paintings 

from the viewer’s perspective. I wanted 
the viewer to feel like they were 
there in the moment, watching these 
amazing things happen. The hands 
in the paintings are your hands. Your 
hands reacting, praising and helping. 
The Bible is filled with stories. Stories 
that belong to us, guide us and amaze 
us daily. I wanted to give a more visual, 
personal take on our story.

Fall Color Walk

What a gorgeous day we had for our 
walk along the Birmingham chip trail 
where 27 of us enjoyed the company of 
four generations, the beauty of God’s 
creation, and the changing foliage. 
Cider and donuts added a sweet ending 
to the afternoon.

In October, our Rejoicing Spirits 
service and the dinner following it 
moved to Knox Auditorium where you 
can hear us making “a joyful noise” two 
Sundays most months.  Children, youth 
and adults of all ages participate in this 
unique and moving service where we 
praise God with our hearts, hands and 
voices in a multitude of ways.  

Rejoicing Spirits Moves to Knox



Adults “Walk Through the Bible”
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Lunch and Learn 2017-18

On the Third Thursday, bring your 
lunch and eat from

 11:30am – 12:00pm in Knox Aud.
and then enjoy a fabulous program 

from 12:00 – 1:00pm. 
Dessert and beverages will be 

provided.  Everyone is Welcome!

December 14, 2017 
Annis Pratt, PhD
Experiencing the 

Socrates Cafe
Under the skilled leadership of 
Annis Pratt, retired Univesrity 
of Wisconsin English Professor, 
The Socrates Cafe discussion 
group will be featured. Guests 
will participate and share their 
thoughts on a topic of interest.

January 18, 2018 
Beverly Thomas

Rogers and Hammerstein 
Remembered

Beverly Thomas will give 
background information 
on the music of Rogers and 
Hammerstein and share 
samples of their wonderful 
music. Learn about the history 
which influenced their popular 
Broadway musicals 

It wasn’t merely a “walk” through 
the Bible – it was a whole parade! More 
than 50 people stayed after church on 
October 15 for Pastor John’s “Walk 
Through the Bible” as he took us from 
room to room in CrossWalks and used 
the settings to illustrate the different 
phases of God’s biblical story.

Pastor John explained that the 
Bible can be considered one story, 
not two separate books (the Old and 
New Testaments) joined together. It 
is the unfolding account of the eight 

geographical movements of God’s 
people which occurred over centuries. 
The common thread throughout is the 
relationship between God and God’s 
people. Briefly, the relationship grows 
from God loving the world, God’s 
people wandering far from God, God 
calling us together as family, Jesus 
being the way to God, and the Spirit 
helping us live God’s love. Finally, the 
Bible’s two “bookends” – Genesis and 
Revelation – remind us that God loves 
the world and it is good.
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Stewardship Update Calvin Hall Renovation

Recent Sunday mornings have found 
us squeezing past nametag boards and 
sheets of dark plastic as we make our 
way to and from worship.  The reason 
for the disruption is a major renovation 
and updating of Calvin Hall.  The 
last of fifteen projects of the Vision 
Campaign, the Calvin renovation is 
designed to update and enhance the 
functionality of this important room.

Calvin Hall will now be a modern, 
bright, open, and inviting room, 
providing easy access to and from the 
hallway.
• When needed as a meeting space, 

sliding glass panels and doors will 
provide privacy and separate Calvin 
Hall from the rest of the church.

• The new higher ceiling will add 
to the feeling of spaciousness and 
include adjustable LED lighting and 
speakers.

• New audio/visual equipment will 
ensure that everyone will be able to 
see and hear presentations within the 
room, and we will add the capability 
of seeing and hearing the sanctuary 
service.

• The renovation will include an 
enhanced, permanent sign-up 
center.

• Wall and cupboard surfaces will be 
refurbished and refinished.

• Carpet tiles will modernize the floor, 
adding warmth, color, and safety.
All of this is a major undertaking, 

requiring trades for tear-out, 
construction, heating, electrical, 
audio-visual, painting, and flooring.  
The targeted completion date is mid-
December.

Thank you to all who contributed to 
the Vision Campaign and helped make 
this project possible.

The theme for this Fall’s stewardship 
campaign is “Stepping Out In Faith.”  
Our church is stepping out in faith 
in two significant ways in 2018--by 
seeking our third full-time clergy, 
and by recommending pay increases 
for our existing staff which we have 
not been able to provide for several 
years.  Because these are ambitious 
goals, each of us was asked to consider 
how we will step up our giving to the 
work and witness of First Presbyterian 
Church.

The response so far has been 
encouraging!  In the first three weeks 
after Pledge Sunday, we received 

responses from 73% of the families 
who pledged last year.  Fifty percent of 
the pledges received reflected increases 
over 2017.  

But in order to make our commitment 
as a church, we need to gather in the 
rest of the pledges.  If you have not yet 
responded to “Stepping Out In Faith,” 
additional pledge cards are available 
at church on the table outside of the 
lounge.  Or you can pledge on line.  Just 
go to www.fpcbirmingham.org, click 
on “Giving,” then “2018 Pledge Form.”  
Fill in the form and press “Submit.”

Thank you for helping us all “Step 
Out in Faith.”

On Sunday, October 22nd, FPC 
welcomed sixteen new members!  

From left to right (back row): Peter 
Rosenkrands, Marcia Larson, Ethan 
Ostheim,  Carolyn Kyburz, Dorothy 
Honour, David Griffiths, Valerie 

Derrick, Robin Kafcas, (friend Susan 
Wnek), Beth Finley, Lorene and 
Frank Griffo, Debbie English, (front 
row) Courtney, Tom, James and Luke 
Trapnell, Chris, Jessica and Rose Gulis.

FPC Welcomes 16 New Members



On Wednesday, September 13th, we 
hosted the Rev. Denise Anderson, 
Co-moderator of the PC(USA). The 
moderator, or in Rev. Anderson’s 
case, the Co-moderator, along with 

the Rev. Jan Edmiston, is responsible 
for moderating the biennial meeting of 
the General Assembly and then being 
a spokesperson for the denomination 
for their two-year term.  Rev. 
Anderson has been traveling across 
the country speaking to churches and 
presbyteries about the current state 
of our denomination as well as its 
future. She began her time with us 
by discussing her call to ministry and 
then to co-moderator. She then spoke 
about movements within the PC(USA) 
which are attempting to commit the 
church to dealing with racism and 
support for the poor.  In terms of 

ongoing work at the denomination 
Rev. Anderson mentioned the Way 
Forward Commission and the 2020 
Vision Committee.  The Way Forward 
Commission was formed to “study 
and identify a vision for the structure 
and function of the General Assembly 
[entities] of the PC(USA)” and then 
make the necessary changes to the 
denominational structure.  The 2020 
Vision Committee is tasked with 
developing and implementing a guiding 
statement for our denomination.   You 
can watch her entire presentation at this 
address.  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QeVqyDe8BKc&t=983s 

December 2017/January 2018
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Rev. Denise Anderson visits the Presbytery of Detroit

Hand-In-Hand Early Childhood Center Continues to Thrive

Rev. Denise Anderson and Rosy Latimore

The Hand-in-Hand program is so 
excited about the growth we have 
been observing with the children 
since September 11 when we started 
our 2017-18 school year.  We have 152 
children enrolled ranging in age from 
four months to five years of age.  We 
have 25 part-time teachers and one 
full-time director.  There are 14 church 
families in our program. 

Currently we are partnering with the 
church in collecting food items for the 
Baskets of Love project.  Our four-year-
old class is also working on a separate 

project for the 20 families our church 
assists at Alcott Elementary School 
in Pontiac.  They are putting together 
snack bags for the 77 children to enjoy 
over the Thanksgiving Holiday.  We 
are thankful for the incredibly talented 
teachers, the wonderful Hand-in-Hand 
families and the continual support 
from the church.  

 If you are interested in our 
program, please contact the Director, 
Heidi Wilkinson at 248.644.2040 
ext. 124 or email handinhand@
everybodyschurch.org.
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Necrology - November 1, 2016 - November 5, 2017

Family News
In Sympathy:

 = David Rich, brother-in-law 
of Diane Lea, September 22, 
2017

 = Dr. Henry L. Gholz, brother 
of Anthony and Mary Gholz, 
September 30, 2017

 = William Clay Kitchell, 
grandfather of Andrew 
Herbruck, November 5, 2017

 = Louis Randall, son of Zelna 
Randall, week of November  
5, 2017

Births:
 [ Turner Wendy Thode, 

daughter of Rev. Ted and Erica 
Thode, October 5, 2017

 [ Andrew Robert Paterson, son 
of Anna and Brian Paterson, 
October 24, 2017

Lowell Barnett
Tenney Brinkman
Jean Brown
Ronald Buchanan
Mary Lou Cooper
Lois Cotton
E.M. Bud Erickson
James Gentzel

Frank Hibbard
David Lindroth
Patricia Lindroth
George W. Moore III
Willard Munro
Janet Munson
Lois Poston
Virginia Turner

We remember with thanksgiving the members of 
First Presbyterian Church who have departed this 

life in the past year.
 “May light perpetual shine upon them.”

Senior Adventures

Third Grade Milestone Class - Receiving a Bible

Our Senior Adventurers put on their 
toque blanche (French for “white hat”) 
on Thursday, October 5th, when they 
took the FPC Bus to attend a class at 
the Henry Ford Health School in West 
Bloomfield.  There they learned how 
to create healthy Mediterranean meals, 
plus sampled various Mediterranean 
dishes, received useful tips, recipes 
and sound guidance from their chefs 
and dieticians.

In the first of our two-part class for 3rd 
graders and their parents, we literally 
walked through the stories of the Bible 
using the murals in our CrossWalks 
hallway to tell our Five-Part Story: 1) 
God loves the world, 2) We wander 
far from God, 3) God calls a family 4) 

Jesus is the way to God, 5) The Spirit 
helps us live God’s love. The second 
class provided opportunity to use our 
Bibles and locate and read key passages 
in them. The Bibles were presented to 
the children in worship on Sunday, 
October 29.



Our youth spent a day at the best 
roller-coaster park in the world, Cedar 
Point! An added bonus was that it  was 
a “Halloweekend” so we had fun on 
the rides and being scared by all sorts 
of creatures. This is our favorite way 
to start off a year. Standing in lines 
solidifies relationships and jump starts 
new ones. We have an amazing group 
of teens that are always welcoming to 
new people and include them like they 
have been here for years.

Our youth leadership team went to 
practice their skills at an escape room 
in Novi. The room was called School of 

Wizardry and it had some very obvious 
nods to the Harry Potter books. We had 
a lot of fun figuring out the clues so 
we could escape the room before evil 
overtook the school. 

We escaped in time too! These 
rooms are designed to challenge groups 
for an hour and we had ten minutes 
left when we opened the last door. 
The team worked really well together 
overcoming each new challenge. 

December 2017/January 2018

Page 11

Community

Youth Group Adventures Thank you, Diane!

Concerts at FPC Presents
Sunday, December 17, during 10am worship

Enjoy the story of Christmas proclaimed through music.  
The Chancel Choir and Youth Choir sing familiar carols and songs of the season 

accompanied by an orchestra ensemble. 

Christmas Poinsettias
Deadline: Sunday, December 3

The purchase of poinsettias to 
grace our sanctuary during the 
Advent season is made possible by 
the generosity of those who donate 
to the Christmas Flower Fund. If 
you would like to contribute to this 
fund, please fill out an order form 
that is available in the church office.  
Poinsettia donations can be made 
in honor of or in memory of loved 
ones.

We appreciate Diane Bert keeping our 
murals looking beautiful in Hand-in-
Hand and CrossWalks hallways around 
the church. 
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Advent & Christmas at FPC

December 24th

10am:  4th Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Eve  Worship

5pm:  Children Help 
Tell the Story

8pm:  Worship with Communion 
and Chancel Choir

11pm:  Lessons and Carols

Advent Events

Stuffed Animal Lock-In
Saturday, December 2, 4-8pm

Polar Express Night
Saturday, December 9, 5:30-8pm 

Christmas Concert by Audivi
Friday, December 15, 7:30pm

Magnificat - A Christmas Choral 
Worship Service Sunday, 
December 17, 10:00am


