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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Vacation Bible Camp 2016

Our mascot dog, Cooper, daily greeted, 
hugged and led our Vacation Bible Camp 

by dancing along to music each morning.  This 
year 124 children age 2 ½ through 5th grade 
gathered to learn lessons Jesus taught about 
sharing, learning, loving and welcoming.  
Abundance Orchard, a place where faith grows 
and hungry people are fed, was the program 
used as our children traveled around the 
building learning through storytelling, music, 

art, mission, games and snacks.  Throughout 
the week we had 70+ volunteers including 
24 youth, that generously gave of their time 
to assist in all of these areas by sharing their 
joy and enthusiasm in so many ways.  We 
are grateful for all who attended and all who 
contributed their time and gifts.  Our offering 
this year went to the Society of St. Andrew, a 
food rescue and distribution ministry.
(Pictures continued on page 3.)
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
4th Sundays June - August

There is a simple meal 
following every service

First Presbyterian Church
1669 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, MI 48009
248.644.2040

www.everybodyschurch.org
email: 

contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Pastor

Amy Morgan
Associate Pastor 

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Bethany Peerbolte
Director of Youth Ministries

Julie Madden,
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

As Everybody’s Church we commit 
ourselves to serve Christ by cultivating 
mission, inclusion and community.  
This is our mission statement.  The 
question which constantly confronts us 
is, how are we doing at living into our 
vision? Both staff and session believe 
that we are living fully into the mission 
and inclusion elements of the vision.  In 
terms of mission, we are involved both 
locally and internationally in serving 
the needs of others.  Our inclusion 
program has become a model for other 
congregations across the nation.  In 
terms of community, however, we are 
not sure that we are doing quite as well.

In order to improve our desire to 
cultivate community, the session and 
staff have engaged in a process to 
define what community means in the 
21st century and then to attempt to 
insure that we are cultivating that kind 
of community.  We began with a series 
of congregational surveys in which 
we asked questions about community.  
This was followed by a session/
staff retreat, led by the Rev. Susan 
Beaumont, during which we looked at 

the survey results and began to make 
plans to move forward.

These plans included writing and 
approving a strategic priority statement 
about community (this statement offers 
a vision of what community ought to 
look like in the future), the appointment 
of an Innovation Team that will 
develop proposals to implement the 
vision, the adoption of these plans by 
the session and then having staff and 
session oversee their implementation.  
Rev. Beaumont wrote a draft statement 
(shown in the box below and on our 
Info/Our Vision and Values page on 
our website) which was approved at the 
June 2016 session meeting. In addition, 
the session approved the Innovation 
Team and its membership.

We, on staff and session, believe it is 
important to be intentional about living 
into the vision given to us by God.  
We will continue to keep you updated 
as to our progress in developing new, 
exciting and faithful ways of being 
community.  And a huge thank you to 
Rev. Susan Beaumont for her amazing 
leadership in this process.

Strategic Priority Statement About Community
We strive to be a faithful, open and inclusive community. Intentional 

and authentic relationships sustain the deep spiritual bonds we experience 
with one another through Christ. We share a genuine life of worship, prayer, 
fellowship and service. The quality of our common life is such that all feel 
welcomed, included and fully engaged in the sharing of time, talent and 
treasure.

 Authentic connection in community will invite us to know and to be known. 
We will be open to the possibility of new relationships; non-judgmental and 
empathetic in our extension of care; genuine in the sharing of our joys and 
concerns; accessible to one another in spreading the faith; vulnerable in our 
expressions of need; spontaneous in our welcoming of the other; accepting of 
our need for help; and responsible for the mutual well-being of our community.

To this end, we will create and sustain a culture in which:
• All who claim First Presbyterian Church as their faith home experience 

nurturing and authentic friendship with at least three others in our 
community.

• Diversity of all kinds is invited, embraced and engaged.
• Mission is a primary vehicle through which relationships are fostered 

and community connections are formed.
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Planting Little Free Libraries
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More Pictures from VBC

First Presbyterian Church of 
Birmingham has launched a plan to 
plant 20-30 Little Free Libraries in 
Pontiac neighborhoods and beyond by 
the end of 2016. A Little Free Library is 
a free book exchange, and they come in 
many shapes and sizes.  The libraries 
will be planted outside schools, in 
parks, and alongside local businesses 
and service organizations.  We are 
currently organizing teams to build 
libraries, gather books to stock them, 
people to find locations and stewards 
for them, and others to decorate them. 

Why is FPCB getting involved in 
Little Free Libraries? Through our 
ministry at Alcott Elementary School 
in Pontiac, we have a longstanding 
commitment to promote literacy 
and education.  Little Free Libraries 
are a great way to do that, and to 
build community at the same time. 
In addition to locating the libraries 
in Pontiac, we will also plant them 
with non-profit organizations with 
whom we already have relationships.  
One planned library is the Eagle 
Scout project of Logan Scott with the 
direction and assistance of Hal Bay. 
Upon completion it will be planted at 
an Angel’s Place Home on Logan’s 
street in order to build community and 
enhance neighborhood interaction.  We 
have also sponsored a library painted 
by a Detroit artist which will be placed 

inside the Second Mile Center in 
Detroit. 

Respondents to our mission 
survey last fall expressed an interest 
in promoting children’s education 
and doing more for the Pontiac 
community.  With the opportunity 
of utilizing mission funds from our 
Vision Campaign, the Session has 
voted to designate $10,000 from the 
mission funds to install 20-30 during 
this quarter. Future funding is possible 
if this project is a success. If you are 
interested in participating in this 
initiative, please contact Pastor Amy 
Morgan or Cindy Merten. For more 
information on Little Free Libraries, 
see www.littlefreelibrary.org or www.
detroitlittlelibraries.org.

Take a book.| Read a book. |Leave a book.

Second Mile Center library

Sample library

Attendees at the project’s first meeting
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FPC Well Represented at Orchards’ Bike Build

August/September 2016

One of the many outreach activities 
of the FPC Deacons is our involvement 
with Orchards Children’s Services 
which serves over 6,000 children 
each year.  Orchards provides foster 
care, adoption, clinical, medical and 
home-based services. Each year, 
Orchards gives away hundreds of bikes 
to children receiving services at its’ 
Annual Bike Day.

FPC Deacons, Pat Wirth, Sue Bay, 
Maggie Garza and Kitty Stephenson 
to name a few, have been involved on 
a regular basis in support of Orchards 
in many ways, including the bike build 
and give-away.  FPC members Jim 
Goss, Jack Chandler, Rosy Latimore 
and Michael Moore are pictured below 
at this year’s Bike Build Event.

Mexico Mission Trip

You have to be a very committed 
person to meet at 4am on a Sunday to 
go on a mission trip to Mexico. But 
committed is what we were – Pastor 
Amy Morgan, Julie Wagner and Eric 
Howell, Jennifer Zimmer, Heidi and 
Wendy Wilkinson, Mark Jevahirian 
and his sons, Robert and Eddie, Collin 
Lambrecht, Grace Work, Christina 
Simon, and Dr. Peter Miller. 

From June 26 to July 2, under the 
stewardship of Reverend Wilian, 
YPM plans, coordinates and facilitates 
a Christian ministry program that 
focuses on construction, learning, 
and health care. Our mission was to 
continue to build a high school. From 
7am-noon we would haul cement 
blocks, mix cement with our shovels, 
move piles of sand and rocks, and lay 
blocks and mortar. All this under the 
supervision of Louis and his patient 
construction site team. We learned new 
skills and developed new muscles. We 
got dirty and grimy and sweaty. We 
saw tarantulas, scorpions, and other 

creepy crawlers, but we also laughed a 
lot and danced to our construction site 
music. After lunch we would jump in 
the pool for a quick cool off. Later in 
the afternoon we would do Vacation 
Bible School (VBS) for the local kids. 
How touching to see these children and 
get to know them, playing and doing 
crafts with them.  In the evening, after 

dinner and devotion time, we would 
fall exhausted into our hammocks only 
to be woken again by the nearby rooster 
the next morning at 5:30 for another 
day of construction work and VBS. 

Along with us was Dr. Peter Miller 
who was on his medical mission. While 

we were laboring on the construction 
site, he would provide the local 
population with free essential medical 
assistance. 

The last day we spent on Isla 
Mujeres, a lovely little island in the 
Caribbean, near the Yucatán Peninsula 
coast. A relaxed day at the beach with 
swimming, sunbathing, and fun on the 
paddle board was much needed and the 
perfect ending to this trip. 

An important part of our mission 
trip was the bond formed within the 
group as we journeyed together. It was 
pretty amazing to see how the group 
spirit developed through having a 
common goal, hard manual labor on 
the construction site, sharing God’s 
love in VBS with the local kids, and 
daily evening devotion time back at the 
mission house. It is not a coincidence 
that many of the members were “old 
timers” and want to return next year. 
Everybody wants to see how the project 
develops, renew old friendships and 
create new ones that can last a lifetime.

by Christina Simon
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Mission
Vision Mission Usage Fund PW Birthday Offering

When the session began formulating 
our Vision Campaign, it made two 
promises to the congregation.  The first 
promise was that the campaign would 
only spend what it took in; pay as we 
go.  We have held true to this promise 
and we are moving forward only 
when funds are available. The second 
promise was that we would spend ten-
percent of all Vision Campaign income 
on missions.  At this moment we have 
taken in around $900,000 and have 
spent $82,000 on missions.

The process for determining the use 
of these funds began with a survey of 
the congregation.  This survey asked 
for views on both how and where the 
money ought to be spent.  The results 
were that the mission funds ought to be 
spent both locally and internationally, 
and spent on projects that would provide 
for a long term return.  The next step 
in the process was that Rev. Morgan 
gathered a team which was tasked by 
the session with finding high-impact 
projects that would meet your desires.  
The session then approved the missions 
recommended by the committee.  
These mission expenditures are listed 
below.

Computers for the Yucatan 
Peninsula Mission (YPM) ($10,000).  
YPM is one of our long term mission 
partners.  They are in the process of 
constructing and opening a secondary 
school in Leona Vicario, Mexico 
(which has been supported by First 
Foundation and many of our church 
members serving as construction 
volunteers).  These computers will help 
insure that their students receive the 
best education possible.

Free Little Lending Libraries 
($10,000).  The illiteracy rate in 
Detroit is close to 47% and in Pontiac 
is almost 34%.  One reason for this is 
that there are no books for people to 

read.  Estimates are that in Pontiac 
there is only one book for every five 
children.  These libraries (20-30 this 
quarter with many more to come), 
which will be spread in areas of need 
throughout both Detroit and Pontiac, 
are intended to both encourage people 
to read and to build community around 
literacy. If you want to know how you 
can help with this project, there is more 
information about it on page three of 
this newsletter.

Support for the Kenya Mission 
Team ($25,000).  This summer eleven 
of our members will be headed to 
Kenya to partner with our brothers and 
sisters in the Presbyterian Church of 
East Africa to construct a church and 
a two classroom school.  Both of these 
buildings will be put to immediate 
use by their communities and will 
positively impact future generations of 
children and adults.

The furnishing of an exam room 
in the new Ruth Ellis Health Center 
($36,000). The Ruth Ellis Center in 
Detroit serves the homeless LGBTQ 
youth who live on the streets of Detroit.  
The Center is partnering with the 
Henry Ford Health system to provide 
the first clinic of its kind in the nation 
for those youth.  Our gift will allow the 
build out of one of their consultation/
therapy rooms.  The room will be 
named for our congregation.

As you can see, your gifts will make 
an impact not only today but for years 
to come.  Children and adults will learn 
to read.  A congregation will have a 
home to call its own.  And a ministry 
will be able to continue its great work 
in Mexico.  I want to thank you for your 
generosity and continuing faithfulness 
to this campaign; a campaign that is 
not only improving our facilities but 
touching lives around the world.

On May 25th, Presbyterian Women 
had their annual Birthday Offering 
Brunch.  Our speaker this year was 
Katie Blair.  Katie’s presentation was 
excellent and educated us on human 
trafficking and sex/labor trafficking.   

The PW Birthday Offering is an 
offering received in the spring of each 
year to celebrate the blessings in the 
lives of Presbyterian Women.  The 
offering funds up to five projects that 
are not included in ongoing General 
Assembly mission support, such as 
agricultural development, child care, 
community organization, criminal 
justice, drug counseling, economic 
justice, elderly care, employment 
training, homelessness, literacy, 
violence and women’s concerns.  

The First Presbyterian PW raised 
$305!  Thank you, Katie Blair, for 
making the 2016 Birthday Offering a 
big success!  

Katie Blair and her husband, Mike Schmitt



August/September 2016

Dames of Skeins dedicate over 1,000 Beanie Babies
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Faith Communities Coalition Update on Young Men and Women in Foster Care

It's now official that Jordan James 
Jaylin Harris is the son of Sheila 
Harris! Jordan has been participating 
at First Presbyterian Church for the 
last five years and known as Myson. 
He’s been in foster care since he was 
three years old.  He is now twelve.  
Friends from Kirk in the Hills and 
First Presbyterian celebrated this big 
occasion along with Judge Mary Ellen 
Brennan on June 8. He plans to attend 
Camp Skyline in July, so we are able 
to continue significant support for 
him as his wrap around church family 
in many ways. His brother, Taiquon, 
is standing between Tom and Kate 
Thoresen, while his mom, Sheila, is on 
Jordan’s left.  

We are also providing wrap around 
support for a young woman we’ve 
known through our Oakland County 
Michigan Youth Opportunities 
Initiative program for youth in foster 
care.  Lana has been one of our 
speakers at our Faith Communities 
Coalition on Foster Care meetings. She 
aged out of the system last year, found 
herself pregnant and homeless.  She 
stayed at FPC last February as part of 
the SOS program.  Several members 
have reached out to her and her new 

baby, Liliana.  Lana is continuing her 
education and plans to go back to work 
in July. 

Justin Black, another of our 
foster youth friends who has been 
active with our Faith Communities 
Coalition on Foster Care activities, 
recently graduated from Southfield 
High School. Northminster Church 
presented a Borchardt grant to him. 
His house parents, Quentella and 
Joel Ambrose, from Mission 1:17, a 
residence for foster youth, are with him. 
We are providing driving lessons so 
that he can get his driver’s license.  We 
will provide wrap around support as he 
makes the transition into a successful 
college career through the John Seita 
Scholars program at Western Michigan 
University.

Meet Matilda, one of the Dames of 
Skeins, at St. Anne’s Mead Retirement 
Home in Southfield.  Every Sunday 
evening Matilda and others knit small 
scarves and capes for beanie babies. 
This project is coordinated by Marcie 
Carlson Bodwin and Nancy Yee. 

Over one thousand of these dressed 
up beanie babies were blessed by 
the chaplain from the home who 
led the dedication ceremony. These 
transformed foster friends will now 
warm the hearts of children in foster 
care and those who are visited by 
Child Protective Services. Isn’t this a 
beautiful win-win situation?

DONATION DRIVE IDEA:
Want to keep our Dames of Skeins 
busy in providing these foster friends?  
You can hold a donation drive of new 
and previously loved beanie babies. 
This could be a great way to help raise 
awareness about our 13,000 children 
in foster care.  These collections can 
be dropped off at Foster Care office 
in the donation center.  Another 500-
1000 are needed by October.  



Little Free Library Dedicated at Second Mile Center
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Mission
First Foundation Broadens the Reach of Everybody’s Church

While you are reading this article, 
Phyllis Wezeman of South Bend, 
Indiana will be recovering from 
jetlag after returning from her trip to 
Malawi, Africa, where she worked with 
Christian congregations in the struggle 
against AIDS. Franciscan friar, Brother 
Al Mascia, and Jewish Hazzan, Steve 
Klaper of Berkley, will be well on their 
way to developing a worship service 
that will help local Christians keep the 
Sabbath sacred. And, our own Mark 
Grobbel, chair of FPC’s Mission and 
Outreach Ministry, will be coming 
up with yet another outreach project 
to follow his last one which provided 
for two new commercial washers and 
dryers for the use of SOS clients.

 Aside from being good things to 
do, what do these three projects have 
in common? 

They were among the 17 proposals 
that were reviewed and approved by 
First Foundation for funding a total of 
$135,158 for FPC’s mission, inclusion 

and community. Please note: That was 
just during the first half of 2016!

Since its inception in the mid-1980s, 
First Foundation has funded more 
than $3 million for similar projects 
that fulfill its mission of supporting 
endeavors that:

1. Provide seed money for new 
activities and organizations;

2. Support existing programs 
which have not yet become self-
supporting;

3. Strengthen existing outreach and 
wider church programs;

4. Help with education and training 
expenses for congregation 
members or staff personnel 
for theological, educational or 
training consistent with FPC 
mission, focus or other stated 
goals;

5. Support mission endeavors;
6. Support denominational projects 

and programs; 
7. Seed pilot ventures.

The money has been donated by 
church members who want to leave a 
legacy gift over and above their annual 
giving. They use an attorney or other 
financial professional to incorporate a 
gift to First Foundation in their estate 
plan. The First Foundation committee 
works with professional investment 
firms to grow that gift over the 
years. Then, subject to the approval 
of Session, First Foundation awards 
money to projects that meet the above 
criteria.

No gift is too small. All gifts are 
welcome. All gifts are important. 

Does this sound like something 
you might want to do, or at least, learn 
more about? Please contact Bruce 
Nyberg at bruce.nyberg@yahoo.com 
for more information. He and other 
First Foundation members can help 
make the process easy.

FPC’s first Little Free Library has 
been planted. On Monday, July 11, 
2016, church members Marian Rey 
McIntyre and Lori Eaton along with 
Cindy Merten and Amy Morgan 
gathered at Second Mile Center in 
Detroit to dedicate and officially open 
the Little Free Library. This library, 
while located in Detroit, marks the 
beginning of our mission focus to 

plant at least 30 Little Free Libraries 
throughout this summer and fall, with 
the largest majority located in Pontiac. 

Nearly thirty children, who were 
gathered at Second Mile Center on 
Monday for the summer activities 
program, helped dedicate the Little 
Free Library. Once the ribbon had been 
cut, the children were quick to examine 
the books in their new library. The 
library will be located inside the center 
and will be available to all residents of 
the surrounding Denby neighborhood. 
The FPC team will continue to steward 
the library and restock it with books as 
needed. 

While the Second Mile Center 
library was built by the Detroit Little 
Libraries organization and painted by 
artist Barbara Barefield, the FPC Little 

Free Libraries team plans to build and 
decorate most of the other libraries we 
will be planting. Keep an eye out for 
a freshly built Little Free Library on 
display at the church soon. 

If you would like to get involved 
in FPC’s Little Free Libraries 
mission project, please contact Amy 
Morgan at 248-644-2040 ext. 140 or 
amymorgan@everybodyschurch.org.



Baptisms:

 � Whitney Ann Northey, 
daughter of  Donald and 
Kristen Northey, June 26

In Sympathy:

 = Howard King, brother of Jim 
King (Nan), May 4

 = Betty Chanik, June 4

 = Eleanor O’Hara, sister of Lois 
Cotton, June 6

 = Bradley Bloom (former 
interim Music Director), 
husband of Wendy Bloom, 
June 6

 = Dorothy Doyle, mother of 
Stuart Doyle (Clare), June 19

 = Wilma Kempf, mother of 
Michele Kempf, Dolores 
Patton, Laurel DeLaRosa 
(Roger), David Kempf and 
Kathryn Racinski (Mike), 
June 19

 = Vera C. Harkin, mother of 
Maureen Paul and Vera Jean 
Harkin, July 2

 = Anthony Carroll Gholz, MD, 
father of Anthony Gholz, Jr. 
(Mary), July 12

Family News
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Inclusion 

Talking About Sex in Church?

Take Out Church

Since many of our families travel or are 
away from church in the summertime, 
we sent home a Take-Out Church kit at 
the conclusion of Vacation Bible Camp 
and on the last Sunday in June to help 
families stay connected and worship 
anytime, anywhere.  Included in this 

special box were a booklet with an 
order of worship, the Scripture passages 
we’ll be using at FPCB, suggestions for 
thinking about the scripture and some 
alternate options for reflection.  Simple 
prayer suggestions were included 
along with other prayer tools found 
in the box.  A set of colored pencils, 
a candle, “Flat Jesus,”  some games 

for the car, coloring pages, and a CD 
of children’s songs were also provided 
to help families stay connected while 
away from our building.  

On May 21, twenty parents from our 
congregation and the wider community 
attended an all-day workshop in Calvin 
Hall on the difficult topic of teaching 
our children about sex and sexuality. 
Mary Shehan-Boogaard, an expert 
in the field of sexuality from the 
Community Mental Health Authority 
of Clinton, Eaton, Ingham Counties, 
did an outstanding job of guiding 
parents through this workshop based 
on sixteen areas of sexuality.  

While this workshop was valuable 
for all who attended, it was particularly 

geared for parents of those with 
intellectual and cognitive disabilities, 
and the importance of providing 
factual education to their children for 
a tangible and complete understanding, 
along with what is and is not appropriate 
in various settings and circumstances. 
Attendees were impressed with Mary’s 
ability to present this information in 
a fun and useful manner, while being 
sensitive to people’s varying moral 
codes.   
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Hand-in-Hand Mini-Camp PW Bible Study

Community 

All are welcome (men and women) 
to attend a monthly Bible Study led 
by Pastor John Judson.  We will 
gather on the 3rd Wednesday of each 
month to have lively discussions on 
the Bible Study of “Who Is Jesus?  
What a Difference a Lens Makes” 
by Judy Yates Siker.   Bible Study 
will begin September  21, 2016 in 
Calvin Hall from 9:30am - 10:30am.  
Presbyterian Women will continue 
their business meeting in Calvin 
Hall from 10:30am to 11:30am.  
The cost of study guide is $8.00.  
Enjoy refreshments and thought 
provoking Bible Study on a monthly 
basis!

We had such an exciting Hand-
in-Hand mini summer camp this 
year!  Our theme centered around the 
Summer Olympics.  

Eighty children participated in the 
2016 camp over a two week period.  Each 
age-defined classroom represented a 
country and the children learned about 
their country and the Olympics.  We 
had language instructors come each 
day to teach the native languages of 
each of the countries and the children 
made crafts, ate daily themed snacks 
and engaged in summer Olympic 
events.  On the last day of the camp, 
during the Olympic closing ceremony; 
each child stepped up to a podium 

and received a gold medal.  Our mini 
summer camp is an annual event and 
runs for two weeks following the end 
of the Hand-in-Hand school year.  

Hand-in-Hand is now closed but 
the 2016-17 school year will begin 
Monday, September 12.  The director, 
Heidi Wilkinson, will be in the office 
over the summer if you would like to 
inquire about classes and enrollment 
information.  Please contact her at 
248.644.2040 ext. 124 or by email at 
handinhand@everybodyschurch.org 

We Make the Road by Walking

Beginning August 28, our 
church will be engaging in 
a year-long study of Brian 
McLaren’s book. Everyone 
in the church is encouraged 
to participate in reading 
the book, and we are 
forming small groups to 
discuss the chapters on a 
weekly or monthly basis. 
Throughout the year, the 
sermons will focus on each chapter’s 
scripture passages, and John Judson 

will lead a group discussion 
after church in the Fireside 
Room. Other existing 
groups within the church 
will also engage in the 
study for the year. This 
book explores an “honest, 
intelligent understanding of 
the Bible and the Christian 
faith in the 21st century.”If 
you are interested in leading 

a small group, speak with Amy. 
Purchase the book at church for $10.

Toddlers cooling off with USA popsicles

Campers each got a chance on the podium

  First Presbyterian Hand-in-
Hand Early Learning Center

The Olympic rings

Everyone’s favorite - the parachute
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Posaunenstadt! a Big Success

Senior Adventurers at the Monastery and Pewabic Pottery

On Sunday, June 12, the inaugural 
“Posaunenstadt!” was hosted by 
the FPC Trombone Choir as part of 
the 10am worship service.  Fifteen 
area trombonists and two tubists 
performed four major works for low 
brass choir, culminating with the 
event’s namesake, “Posaunenstadt!”  
which translates from German as 

“City of Trombones.”  Director 
Ben Kohns hopes to make this 
an annual event by recruiting 
area trombonists through 
personal networks, colleges and 
community bands.  “Not only do 
I want to see this as an annual 
event, I would like to see it grow 
in size and hopefully serve as a 
recruitment tool to increase our 
regular FPC Trombone Choir 

membership.”  In addition to the event 
title piece, the group also performed 
“Provence” by Jeremy Dibb, “How 
Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place” from 
Brahms’ A German Requiem, and the 
choral classic “Alleluia” by Randall 
Thompson.  “Alleluia” was arranged 
by director Ben Kohns and is set for 
publication in July.

On June 1 the Senior Adventurers 
headed to  Oxford, Michigan and 
enjoyed an afternoon at St. Benedict 
Monastery.  The group found out what  
a monk is and how they live.  Following 
their tour, the group enjoyed lunch at 
Palazzo Di Bocce in Lake Orion, MI.

The Senior Adventurers explored 
the Pewabic Pottery National Historic 
Landmark Museum in downtown 
Detroit on July 6.  They learned the 
history of Pewabic Pottery, how 
it started, how Pewabic is made 
today and how it changed the world 
of pottery.  Lunch was enjoyed at 
Sindbad’s located on the Detroit River.

If you would like to help or be a part 
of Senior Adventurers, please contact 
Marge Hendrick at 248.293.0011.

by Eva Skramlik

FPC’s Graphics Intern

FPC Trombone Choir

Let me introduce myself: My name is 
Eva Skramlik and I’m 17 years old. I’m 
currently attending a high school with  
focus on graphic arts and economics 
in my home country, Austria. In order 
to complete the 11th grade, I needed to 
serve in an internship for three months 
during the summer. 

I have always wanted to visit my 
uncle and his family, Kurt and Dee 
Wellenkotter and their daughter, Elsa, 
here in Michigan, but I never really 
had the chance. This internship was 
the perfect opportunity for me to 
combine the prospect of getting great 
work experience and also spending 
time with my extended family. 

I started working at the church in 
June. From the very beginning I felt 
quite welcomed by the staff, and I 
quickly noticed that I really like the 
pleasant work environment here. My 
job is to find and construct suitable 
designs for posters or brochures. One 
of my first projects was designing 
several posters for the Vacation Bible 
Camp, not only for this year but also 
for the following year. Another project 
was giving the information brochures, 
which are located in the hallway, a 
new look. Furthermore, I was allowed 
to design bookmarks, which were 
handed out at the General Assembly 
National Black Presbyterian Caucus 
on June 20. Thus you can see that there 
is a wide range of projects I work on.
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Matsiko World Orphan Choir Alcott Update

Early in June we were blessed with a 
visit from the Matsiko World Orphan 
Choir consisting of children from Peru, 
Liberia and India sharing their lives 
and culture through song and dance. 
Matsiko is a Ugandan word for “hope,” 
and the word embodies the children 
and the message they share. They sang 

in our 10am worship  service, gave 
a concert later in the afternoon and 
performed at Alcott Elementary on 

Monday morning for K-6th graders 
in Pontiac. International Children’s 
Network provides life-changing 
educational sponsorship that affords 
orphaned and at-risk children a chance 
for an early education and a university 
degree.  Eight of our families (Fischer’s, 
Gaillard’s, Hocking’s, Skubik’s, 
Thoresen’s, Judson’s, Bay’s and 

Merten’s) opened their homes to house 
the children and their chaperones, 
and the Gaillard’s hosted a Saturday 
evening dinner for both the choir and 
their host families.  

The quiet summer months offer us 
time to reflect on last year and plan for 
next year. Recapping the 2015-2016 
school year, members and friends of 
FPC provided the following:
• 32 tutors in 17 (all) classrooms;
• an open and operating Media 

Center;
• weekend nutritional support for 

20 food-insecure families (Shop n 
Drop);

• 400 fully-supplied backpacks (in 
partnership with Flagstar Bank); 

• weekly sessions with an art 
therapist and a music therapist;

• Thanksgiving food baskets for 50 
families;

• a lovely holiday brunch; 
• Advent By Candlelight donations;
• an Alcott newsletter linking the 

school and church;
• chaperones on field trips;
• Skyline camperships;

and many untold acts of encouraging 
words and anonymous generosities. 

Funding for these programs has 
been provided through generous grants 
from First Foundation and the Filmer 
Foundation.

A new area of volunteer help will 
be available this fall, as we plan to 
increase operating hours of the Media 
Center. If you are interested in donating 
a couple of hours weekly or every other 
week, please contact Cindy Merten, 
Stephanie Kummer, or Kathy Nyberg. 

If you would like to participate in 
or donate to the Shop n Drop program, 
please contact Elizabeth Gumbis. 

What is better than an afternoon of 
games with your friends? An all nighter 
of games with your friends. The youth 
debuted their brand new 9-Square-in-
the-Air game and it was a huge hit! A 
huge thank you to Ken Swarthout for 
helping us make this amazing game 
on a budget. The youth leadership 
team planned and led minute-to-win-it 
games for the group and a Family Feud 
style battle. Thank you to everyone 
who filled out the online survey for 
the feud so we could have our “survey 

says” moment. It always amazes me 
how much energy we can have even at 
7am in the morning after staying up all 
night. One huge reason these lock-ins 
continue to work is because of the parent 
chaperones rotating in throughout the 
night, plus the endless energy of Dan 
Chichester and Ted Thode who stayed 
up all night with us. These events are 
a success due to the planning and 
support of the whole youth ministries 
team. THANK YOU!!!!

June Youth Lock-In Lots of Fun 
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Fall Kick-Off on September 11!  No Reservation Necessary

This summer, many families have 
been using “take-out church” to 
stay connected with church and 
worship while travelling. On 
Sunday, September 11, everybody 
is invited to dine-in at our Fall 
Kick-Off event. Join with your 
larger church family in worship at 
8:30am or 10am and enjoy food, fun 
and games after the 10am service. 
This is a great Sunday to invite a 
friend to worship and share how 
God is active in this church and in 
all we do. There’s always room for 
more at Everybody’s Church. No 
reservations necessary.


