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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Vacation Bible Camp FUN!

Boundless energy, little voices, helping hands 
and feet, and lots of love channeled into 

experiencing Bible stories through storytelling, 
art, music, games, mission, and snacks.

We learned that we are to Share so all 
have enough.  God shows us how to do this 
by loving, welcoming, inviting and trusting.

Asked about their favorite part of 
VBC our K-1st graders answered “the 
music, Cooper the dog, having friends 
here, learning about God and Jesus…”

Did you know that about half of our children 
who attended VBC are not church members?  
They came from as far as Lake Orion, and 
some grandchildren even came from Texas.

Many thanks to the 65 volunteers and 
church staff who planned, prepared and 
carried out the myriad of details that went into 
Vacation Bible Camp at FPCB for 85 children.
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School.

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April,
once a month May-August. 

A simple meal 
follows every service.

First Presbyterian 
Church

1669 W. Maple Road
Birmingham, MI 48009

248.644.2040
www.everybodyschurch.org

email: 
contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Senior Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Bethany Peerbolte
Director of Youth Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

This past June I was a commissioner 
to the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
General Assembly in St. Louis.  For those 
of you who are new to the Presbyterian 
universe, the General Assembly, or 
GA as we call it, is an every-other 
year gathering of ministers and elders 
(commissioners) who make decisions 
about the structure and direction of our 
denomination. This year there were 
almost 600 commissioners and 170 
Youth Advisory delegates (teens who 
come and participate in the process) 
who took part. Though we discussed, 
debated and voted on many issues, 
there are four I want to tell you about.

The first is that the denomination 
began to refocus itself on mission. 
It did this by a structural move that 
created a separate corporate board 
to oversee the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency (PMA), which is our body 
that oversees everything from 
missionaries to support for small-
membership churches.  This will allow 
the PMA to focus on its core missions 
of evangelism/discipleship, leader 
formation and justice/reconciliation.

The second is that we dealt with 
the issue of sexual misconduct, not 
only on the part of ministers, but of 
elders and church members. We passed 
several overtures that were intended 
to protect and support the victims of 
sexual misconduct while also holding 
their abusers publicly accountable.

The third is that 
the denomination 
created a 
taskforce to work 
on the issue 
of maternity/
paternity/family 
leave for pastors 
and staff.  They 
did so because 
a significant 
number of our congregations offer no 
such leave. For some churches this 
is due to their small size and limited 
budgets. This has often left female 
pastors with the choice of either going 
without pay or going back to work 
within a week or two after giving birth.  

The fourth is that the denomination 
has reaffirmed its support for 
marginalized persons both here and 
abroad. This includes people of 
color, of all gender identities and 
those suffering from violence and 
persecution. We did so because we 
believe that our denomination is 
one in which all persons are to be 
welcomed, loved and cared for because 
they are beloved children of God.

If you would like to know more, 
please feel free to ask me. I would 
love to tell you more about this 
amazing and engaged denomination.

Blessings, John



Frederick Buechner,  Presbyterian 
minister, theologian, and award-
winning writer of more than 30 books, 
prays, “Be present especially with the 
young who must choose between many 
voices.”

For eleven years, tutors and other 
volunteers from FPC Birmingham 
have been among the voices that Alcott 
children hear. Our voices comfort and 
encourage, guide and instruct. 

We also bring a listening ear, space 
for the children to express their feelings 
and their dreams. Alcott teachers tell 
us that in crowded classrooms, the 
children have little opportunity for self-
expression. But as trusting relationships 
grow between tutors and the children, 
little “voices” emerge too.

Some highlights from the 2017-2018 
school year:
• Every one of the 14 classrooms had 

at least one FPC tutor (with several 
having two or three);

• The Media Center is now open two 
days a week and circulation this year 
exceeded 4,000 books;

• “Shop and Drop” provided food 
backpacks to 20 families (identified 
by the teachers and social worker) 
every Friday;

• Flagstar Bank donated 400 fully-
supplied backpacks in August;

• FPC donated Thanksgiving baskets 
to 100 Alcott families;

• All 6th graders engaged in a 
Character Education Unit, based 

on the book Wonder (donated by 
FPC), and attended the movie as a 
conclusion to the unit;

• Rosy Latimore and Virginia 
Mottershaw provided a holiday 
luncheon for the entire staff at 
Christmastime;

• All 4th graders participated in a mini 
Battle of the Books competition 
which will be expanded to the 5th 
grade this fall;

• 50 children, identified by their 
teachers, received art therapy 
throughout the year;

• 10 children (some repeating 
campers) will attend Camp Skyline 
this summer; and, in academics—

• Of the 10 M-STEP testing categories, 
(grades 3-6 are tested, all in ELA and 
math, and 4th grade also in science 
and 5th grade also in social studies), 
seven had increases in the Advanced 
and Proficient categories this year 
over last year. The Not Proficient 
levels (with 4 categories under 50%) 
are still far too high, but this testing 
gives the teachers and tutors specific 
information which allows more 
focused instruction, a strategy that 
has been implemented only in the 
past couple of years.  
Veteran tutor Joan Palleschi shared 

this moment: “When I returned from 
a couple of weeks of vacation, one of 
my kids ran up to me, threw his arms 
around me, and demanded, ‘Where 
WERE you?’” She continued, “The 

truth is, when I’m gone, I miss the 
children too!”

If you would like to tutor (teaching 
experience not necessary!), contact 
Stephanie Kummer, Cindy Merten, or 
Kathy Nyberg. Tutors go on vacation 
and some move away, so new tutors  are 
eagerly sought and gratefully received.

If you would like to work in 
the Media Center, contact Barb 
Linnenbrink. More volunteers would 
allow for greater student access to the 
Media Center every week.

If you would like to help out with 
“Shop and Drop,” contact Anne 
Barauskas. More volunteers in this 
program would help more food-
insecure families get through the 
weekends. 

Frederick Buechner offers this: “If 
we are to love our neighbors, before 
doing anything else, we must see our 
neighbors.”

If the Alcott ministry calls to you in 
any way, come and see.
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Tutors Make an Impact at Alcott Elementary in Pontiac

Rosy Latimore and Virginia MottershawDave Fisher tutors a student.Colleen Fisher tutors a student.



Vets, Pets and Mex
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FPC Calls Bethany Peerbolte to be Associate Pastor of Youth and Mission

At the Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday June 10, Bethany Peerbolte 
was voted on and selected as the 
new Associate Pastor of Youth and 
Mission at First Presbyterian Church 
of Birmingham. Bethany has been the 
Director of Youth Ministries here for 
four years, while earning her Master of 
Divinity from Ecumenical Theological 
Seminary. Her passion for youth 
ministry, commitment to inclusion, 
and energy to engage the whole church 
through mission, make her an excellent 
addition to our church and community. 
Bethany’s potential as a newly ordained 
minister has made her a much sought 
after candidate for several churches. 
We feel blessed that God has called us 
together to continue and expand upon 
the work that we do in His name.

The Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee began work shortly 
after our election in January 2018 
with a process of prayerful and 
thorough discernment to identify the 
characteristics we want in our new 
Associate Pastor. These included a 
spiritual maturity and ability to create 
learning environments where students 
are active participants as individuals 

and members of a group; a tech savvy 
and strong public communicator that 
is comfortable speaking in settings 
large and small; a culturally proficient 
collaborator able to create strong 
feelings of belonging within a group; 
and an ability to motivate and enable 
others to acquire the tools and support 
they need to perform well. In addition to 
these characteristics, we were looking 
for someone who expresses sincere 
enthusiasm for both youth and mission, 
enjoys preaching, has experience 
working with those with special needs, 
and is a team player.

In our search for this Associate Pastor 
we have each spent more than 100 hours, 
together and individually, reviewing 
50 resumes from candidates, listening 
to audio or viewing online sermons, 
reaching out to and interviewing 
multiple candidates via telephone, and 
hosting and interviewing candidates in 
person. It is the unanimous conclusion 
of our APNC committee that Bethany 
Peerbolte best meets the qualifications 
of the position. Our committee is 
confident that God called Bethany to 
continue her work here at FPCB and 
we are overjoyed that Bethany feels the 

same certainty of call.
We ask that you pray for our 

congregation and staff as well as 
Bethany during the time of transition 
into this new role. We are extremely 
excited about this new chapter in 
the life of First Presbyterian Church 
Birmingham!

In Christ,
Your Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee
Cathy Dinkeloo
Emily McGlynn
Maureen McKay
Peter Miller
Kathy Nyberg
Donna Snider
Ken Thompkins

Outreach Ministries launched a 
new format for the Hands-on Mission 
dinners with our Vet, Pets, and Mex 
night. We had 28 people of all ages 
join us for a free dinner and two 
mission project opportunities. We 
made 20 blankets for animals at the 
Michigan Humane Society who are 
in foster care. The blankets will help 
kittens and puppies make an easier 
transition to their forever homes. We 
also wrote letters to active military, 
veterans, and new recruits. The letters 
will be included in care packages for 

the troops. These dinners will continue 
through the summer and fall. Please 
join us next time as we give back to our 
community.  



Isaiah 42:10  Sing to the Lord
 a new song!

Everybody’s Church reaches out to 
others in countless ways. Scholarships 
for students in theological schools, 
wells for people in Africa, and food and 
shelter for our hungry and homeless 
neighbors are a few examples that 
come to mind quickly. Starting this fall 
will be yet another way – free group 
piano lessons for children who might 
not otherwise be able to take lessons.

Director of Music Ministries, 
Andrew Herbruck, knows that there are 
opportunities for our music program 
to reach out to children – members 
and nonmembers alike – who would 
enjoy learning to play the piano but 
are not be able to take private lessons. 
Supported by the Worship and Music 
Ministry, he submitted a request to 
First Foundation for $5,400, enough 
money to buy six digital pianos, piano 
benches and headphones. His plan calls 
for two afternoons of two sets of group 
piano lessons, 30 minutes each, with a 

30-minute session of choir in between. 
With six children in each class, a total 
of 24 children could benefit weekly. 
First Foundation unanimously and 
enthusiastically approved the grant 
request. 

Group lessons have been in place 
for children in other local school and 
church programs. In FPC’s program, 
the children will receive some 
individual instruction and some time 
to practice what they are learning. 
Using headphones, their playing will 
not distract the others but the group 
dynamic should energize the sessions 
and encourage the kids to continue.

“Studies show that music 
positively affects learning and scores 
on standardized tests. Beyond that, 
knowing how to play an instrument 
and being able to sing with others 
are tremendous gifts in the lives of 
children,” Andrew said. “With many 
school districts severely cutting or 
eliminating their music programs in 
elementary schools, the Worship and 
Music Ministry saw a need that we 
could help fill.”

In the last five years, First Foundation 
has awarded grants totaling $124,033 
to special programs or projects within 
FPC. This is slightly under 20 percent 
of all grants given during that time, the 
other monies having been awarded to 
local or international causes.

Andrew is already recruiting 
children going into grades three – six 
from surrounding communities and 
school districts. If you know of a 
family that might be interested in this 
opportunity, please call Andrew at 
248.644.2040, ext. 136 or email him 
at andrewherbruck@everbodyschurch.
net.

First Foundation Helps Begin New Music Opportunities for FPC and Area Children
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His plan calls for two 
afternoons of two sets of group 
piano lessons, 30 minutes 
each, with a 30-minute session 
of choir in between.

Andrew is already recruiting 
children going into 3rd - 6th 
Grades from surrounding 
communities and school 
districts. 

Backpack Packing Party

Wednesday, August 8, 6pm, Calvin Hall
Come pack backpacks for Orchards’ Children Services. Free 
dinner when you bring an empty backpack (or more) to fill. 

This event is great for any age and all abilities.
 Sign up outside Calvin Hall.



This year’s Mexico construction 
mission trip included 18 youth and 
adults. We went to Leona Vicario, 
Mexico to continue building the YPM 
school. Our trip focused of three key 
goals: working on the site, VBS with 
the local kids, and bonding time with 
one another. Our faith expanded in 
numerous ways and was always shown.                    

Our team arrived on the work site 
the first day and was given the task 
of digging holes for columns that 
will set the foundation for the third 
building on campus. It was challenging 
because it rained the day before. The 
area was surrounded with boulders 
and a thick, clay-like mud; however, 
it was extremely crucial that we dig 
the holes. The day was tedious, but 
we accomplished the task. While we 
worked, the Mexican workers poured 
the roof on the second building. Last 
year we worked on the columns for that 
building and it was cool to see that the 
work had progressed so much. 

After digging the holes, we cut 
and bent various sizes of wire and 
rebar to assemble the cage columns. 
On the last day, we put all the pieces 
together to create the columns that will 
hold up the next building. They were 
put into the holes and are now ready 
for the concrete to be poured around 
them. Though the work was strenuous, 
no one complained and the time 

spent was greatly 
rewarding. Everyone 
felt stronger and 
part of an amazing 
community center in 
Mexico. 

VBS was a 
highlight among the 
whole team. Each 
day, around 40 kids 
came to participate 
in games, and crafts. 
Even though we 
didn’t speak the same 
language, we found ways to bond with 
the kids. No matter what we did, the 
kids always left happy and so did we. 

When we were not working, our 
group spent time together. We played 
cards, played basketball, swam, and 
walked to the store for a cold Coca ola 
to unwind. During our down time we 
were not above doing the little things 
such as cleaning dishes, taking out the 
trash, or cleaning bathrooms. Those 
little chores helped make the rest of the 
mission work easier. The trip was filled 
with determination, love, and faith. 

All of us looked forward to daily 
devotion time. We had planned lessons 
we would choose from depending on 
what we felt like talking about that 
day. This time reflecting helped us 
internalize the lessons and connect 
our work to God’s. The mission team 

found God at many and random times 
of the day. We would share when we 
saw God during our daily devotional. 
One team member summed it up well, 
“It's kind of hard to say where I didn’t 
see God in Mexico. Between the kids 
of Leona Vicario and our team on the 
worksite, God was present in every 
single moment. I’d have to say the 
most visible sign of God this year was 
in the sense of community.” 
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YPM Construction Team Continues to Build School

“It's kind of hard to say where 
I didn’t see God in Mexico. 
Between the kids of Leona 
Vicario and our team on the 
worksite, God was present in 
every single moment.”



Rejoicing Spirits/All Church Picnic a Whopping Success!

Senior Adventures Tour the Battey Garden

Page 7

August/September 2018

Inclusion and Community

The Senior Adventures enjoyed 
visiting the beautiful Battey Garden in 
Bloomfield Township on Wednesday, 
July 11th.  Along with the plethora of 
various flowers and plants, the group 
saw a totem pole from the Yukon, 

stone sculpture from China, and bronze 
sculptures from Bali, Indonesia and 
Thailand and so much more!  Following 
the docent-led tour, we all enjoyed a 
gourmet boxed lunch out on the serene 
terrace.

Even a downpour could not diminish 
the enthusiasm and success of this first 
joint venture.  110 people from ages 
six months to 89 years turned out at 
Springdale Park to worship together 
and share in a delicious pulled-pork 
dinner.  Everyone participated in this 
interactive worship service followed 

by fellowship around the table, and 
truly embodied what genuine, inclusive 
community is all about.  Even Cooper 
the Dog showed up!  This gathering, 
sponsored by Children’s & Family 
Ministries and All Abilities Inclusion 
Ministries, will surely become an 
annual event!

Summer has arrived, and we have a 
fun resource for you and your family. 
“Sing! Play! Summer!” will help you 
and yours celebrate the summer season 
through the twin delights of faith and 
music, tapping your toes and singing 
along to the bluegrass-and-gospel 
sounds of SALT’s internationally-
acclaimed house band, Butterflyfish! 
This ten-page guide includes 50 
summertime activity ideas, all 
organized around six songs that’ll 
put pep in your step and faith in your 
heart.  Each song brings a biblical story 
or theological idea to life, making it 
a springboard (summerboard!) for 
activities all ages can enjoy all summer 
long.  Copies available on the table 
outside the lounge. Look for a link on 
the website to hear the songs. 

Sing! Play! Summer!

Our Website:
www.everybodyschurch.org



Page 8

August/September 2018

Community
Hand-in-Hand Mini Summer Camp A Highlight of Summer

Our school year ended on a high 
note and then we dove into our annual 
Hand-in-Hand mini summer camp 
during the first two weeks of June.  
This year’s theme was Under the Sea.  
The HIH halls were transformed into 
a beautiful sea vista and the children 
and teachers enjoyed learning about 
sea life, safe swimming, under the sea 
treasures and scuba diving.  We invited 
special guests who spoke about various 
sea topics and the children also had fun 

learning new sea songs as seen in the 
pictures. 

We are currently very busy getting 
ready for the 2018-19 school year 
which begins on Monday, September 
10.

For more information about 
the Hand-in-Hand Early Learning 
Center please contact the director, 
Heidi Wilkinson at 248.644.2040 
ext. 124 or email at handinhand@
everybodyschurch.org.

Tuesdays, August 7 and 14 
at 7pm

Connect with your FPC family for a 
fun evening at the movies on one or 
both Tuesdays. On August 7, our feature 
film will be Mamma Mia! with a popcorn 
bar, and on August 14   the movie will 
be Frozen or Moana with an ice cream 
sundae bar in Knox Auditorium. We will 
vote on which Disney movie (Frozen 
or Moana) to show with the Deacons’ 

Loose Change offering August 5. 

Together on Tuesdays
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Posaunenstadt 2018 In Sympathy:
 = Paula Christina Snyder, wife 

of Douglas Snyder, June 9, 
2018

 = William Stanley Fay, husband 
of Roxanne Fay, brother of Jan 
Peters (Jim), June 20, 2018

 = Paul Thomas “Mick” 
Haggerty, brother of John 
(Jane) Haggerty, July 4, 2018

 = Dale Larson, father of 
Charlotte (Carl) Fischer and 
Marcia Larson, grandfather of 
Elise (Ken) Wallace, July 11, 
2018

 = James E. Herbruck, 
grandfather of Andrew 
Herbruck, July 13, 2018

 = Mary Ann Howe, mother of 
Don (Corry) Howe, July 19, 
2018

Births:
 [ Henry Michael Smith, son of 

Leah and Doug Smith, June 1, 
2018.

 [ Jonathan Adam Hunt, son of 
Adam and Carelyn Hunt, June 
7, 2018; proud grandparent 
Bazil Hunt. 

 [ Simon Reed Black, son of 
Kerry and Ben Black, June 12, 
2018.

Baptism:
 [ Michael Parker Solomich, 

son of Michael and Katherine 
Solomich, June 10, 2018

 [ Emilia Adair Wesolowski, 
daughter of Carl and Sarah 
Wesolowski, June 10, 2018

 [ Thaddeus Jude Bozell, son of 
Jeffrey Bozell and Adrienne 
Young, July 8, 2018

 [ Reed Kelly Kalmbach, son of 
Jason and Emily Kalmbach, 
July 8, 2018

Family News

Together on Tuesdays
Pie in the Park

Tuesday, August 21
 7pm at, Springdale Park, 

Birmingham (off Kensington Rd, 
North of Big Beaver)

Come to Springdale Park for a 
fun evening with your FPC family 
while enjoying some delicious 
pie. Sitters will supervise the 
playground. If you’d like to bake 
or bring a pie, please contact 

Cindy Merten.

On June 10, the third annual “City of Trombones” event hosted a 25-piece 
low brass ensemble and led worship performing a variety of pieces including 
the music of Paul Dukas, Jean Sibelius, and Charles-Marie Widor.
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Kick Off the Fall at FPC

 Everybody is invited to Fall Kick-Off at 
Everybody’s Church on September 9.  

Join us on the front lawn after the 
10am worship service.

The whole church will be here, ready to worship and 
play together. Worship at 8:30 or 10am.

Fun and games for all ages.  “Cooper” the big white dog 
will be here. There will be inflatables, such as an obstacle 
course and slide, face painting, crafts, a caricature artist, 
and more!

A delicious barbeque lunch will be available if you want 
to break bread together. 

Welcome Back to an exciting fall at Everybody’s Church!


