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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Vacation Bible Camp - Fun for ALL
God’s Wonder World Adventure was the 
theme of our first ever original Vacation Bible 
Camp written and compiled by staff and 
volunteers at Everybody’s Church.  With 110 
children ages 2 ½ - 5th grade, children joined 
mad scientist, Dr. Pants and his lab assistant, 
Sophia, in Knox Auditorium to introduce the 
theme for each day where we learned to live 
in creation, love everyone, look to Jesus and 
listen to the Spirit.  Moving from station to 
station, the children, taught and assisted by 70 
volunteers, participated in storytelling, crafts, 
games, mission activities, music, and snacks 
all designed to reinforce the Bible story of 
the day. Many thanks to all who participated, 
prepared in advance and attended!



 
   Pontiac Back-to-School Rally
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April. 
A simple meal 

follows every service.

First Presbyterian Church
1669 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, MI 48009
248.644.2040

www.everybodyschurch.org
email: 

contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Bethany Peerbolte
Director of Youth Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

My last newsletter article talked 
about change; change that happened in 
the programmatic life of our church.  
This month I am talking about a 
different kind of change; change in our 
staff.  

The first part of that change has 
come about through Rev. Amy moving 
to her new church in Colorado.  I know 
that many of you were very close to 
Rev. Amy and will miss her greatly, 
even while celebrating with her in her 
new call.  This is the way we on staff 
feel as well.  She was a friend and a 
colleague with great gifts who was an 
integral part of all that we did.  We 
miss her already.  

The second part of that change is that 
Rev. Joanne is now with us full-time.  
This will allow her to spend more time 
not only with the inclusion ministry but 
doing pastoral care with our members 
of all ages and in all stages of life.  
And just as you are sad that Amy has 
left, we know that you are happy that 
Joanne is full time because of your 
enthusiastic applause for her when we 
made the change.

What does all this mean moving 
forward?  It means two things.  

First, it means that many of us on 
staff have taken on extra duties and 
responsibilities.  Will some things 
drop through the cracks?  Probably.  

Will we be doing 
everything we did 
while Amy was 
here?  Probably 
not.  Yet the heart 
of our ministry: 
worship, music, 
p r e a c h i n g , 
teaching, mission 
and pastoral care 
will continue to be as engaging and 
exciting as ever.  

Second, it means is that we are in a 
process of discernment as to the exact 
nature of the job we need done by the 
person who will be filling Amy’s spot.  
While she was tasked with overseeing 
missions and community, it may be that 
we could combine other tasks, such as 
youth, with some of these other areas 
of responsibility, in order to meet the 
long term needs of our church family.

I ask for your continued prayers for 
our church leadership, staff and those 
engaged in the discernment process 
that we keep our eyes on the prize, the 
prize of continuing to be Everybody’s 
Church, where we serve Christ by 
cultivating mission, inclusion and 
community.

Blessings, 
John  

Saturday, August 12, 12-3pm

Help the students of Alcott 
Elementary go back to school with 
all the supplies they need. We 
need volunteers to distribute the 
backpacks at Pontiac’s Back-to-
School rally. Sign up on the clipboard 
outside Calvin Hall or contact Mark 
Grobbel at mgrobbel@comcast.net.
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Mexico Mission Team Helps Complete the University of YPM

The Mexico Mission Team of 
2017 recently returned from another 
exciting, touching, fun — and 
exhausting! — mission trip to Leona 
Vicario to continue building the school 
there. Leona Vicario is a beautiful but 
extremely poor and neglected area in 
the Yucatán Peninsula.

Our team consisted of 23 people: 
Pastor Amy Morgan, Julie Wagner, 
Eric Howell, Mary Sumner Kauffman, 
Zarin Kauffman, Diana and Hadley 
Moak, Bethany Peerbolte, Christina 
Simon, Carly and Caleb Bartes, and 
Mark Jevahirian with his four sons 
John, Nick, Robert, and Eddie. The 
team of First Presbyterian Church of 
Farmington joined us: Chris and Emily 
Davis, Asa and Emma Turkmani, Carl 
Schmidt, and Josh and Dawn Archey.

To be most efficient, we followed the 
same routine every day. We started at 
7am because of the heat and worked 
at the construction site shoveling piles 
of dirt, cutting and bending metal and 

tying rebars to new columns. To cool 
down and relax we took a quick dip in 
the local pool mid-day. In the afternoon, 
we ran a vacation bible school for the 
local kids. VBS is probably one of the 
most rewarding moments: to meet and 
get to know the local kids, play with 
them and show them God’s love. It is 
truly special. 

The last day we spent on Isla Mujeres 
with swimming, sunbathing and good 
food — a perfect day at the beach!

We did all this under the supervision 
of the local Pastor Willian and his 
wife, Erly. It is an honor to work with 
them. They are full of good humor, 

very knowledgeable, committed to 
the school project specifically and to 
improving conditions in the area in 
general.  

The school will officially open in 
August but our work is not done yet. 
There are still adjacent buildings to 
build and concepts for scholarships 
to be developed; however, we have 
reached the first milestone and that is a 
reason to celebrate and be hopeful.

Leona Vicario is so remote 
people still speak Mayan. It lacks 
infrastructure;  for example, there is no 
garbage pick up yet. Until now it lacked 
opportunities for higher education. In 
spite of this, we are very happy and proud 
to announce that the first buildings are 
finished and that after 11 years of work 
and ups and downs, the university of 
YPM will open on August 5! This is 
so inspiring! It shows that with faith, 
commitment, persistence, and 
collaboration, we can really make a 
difference.
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FPC Members Bring Smiles to Children at the Bike Build

FPC Members Jim and Diane Goss and Maggie Garza among others volunteered for the Bike Day in Southfield 
organized by Orchards Children’s Services which assembled and gave away bikes to kids of all ages on June 27. 

Thanks to donations from 
Presbyterian Women we “adopted a 
room" at the new Mission 1:17 home 
for four  young women who are part of 
the foster care system. Members also 
donated a printer, additional furniture, 
a patio set and many articles to help 
make this new place a home. The 
young ladies moved in on July 12. 

There are many ways to support 
these promising young women from 
providing pizza parties and game nights 
to tutoring. For specific details contact 
Parish Associate Kate Thoresen at 
248.835.8151. 

Women in Foster Care Move into 
Furnished House 

On Wednesday, June 20, the Senior 
Adventurers all came down with 
puppy love! They took the FPC Bus 
to the newly renovated Leader Dogs 
for the Blind facility in Rochester.  
Following their tour, the Senior 
Adventurers enjoyed lunch at Camp 

Ticonderoga. Camp Ti is known 
for their infamous Dog Wall, 
which is a collection of pictures 
of their customer’s dogs that are 
framed and displayed around the 
restaurant.  

Next, Senior Adventurers 
took a bus to Grosse Pointe on 
Wednesday, July 5 and toured the 
Edsel and Eleanor Ford House. 
It was a beautiful Michigan day 
to roam the gardens and tour the 

luxurious Ford House. Afterwards, 
the group travelled down the block 
to Waves Restaurant where they had 
a festive lunch featuring Caribbean 
flavors in a fun tropical setting.

.

Senior Adventurers Visit the Leader Dogs for the Blind and 
the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House



Backpack Packing Party Packs 100 Backpacks for Orchards Children’s Services

2017 Mexico Mission Trip Youth Fundraiser
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Take Out Church Back Again This Year

Thank you FPC Community for 
supporting the Youth Fundraiser for 
the construction trip to Mexico! This 
year they cleaned the grounds of 
twelve homes with the participation of 
fifteen volunteers.  The group raised 
almost $6,000 toward the mission trip.  
Each year, they have seen growth in 
participation and monies earned.

This fundraiser is really a good fit 
for this crew.  It gives them the chance 
to work together and get to know each 
other before the work gets serious 
on the Mexico mission worksite.  It 

helps make the trip affordable for 
everyone and their customers get a 
GREAT spring clean-up. They trim 
landscaping, clean up gardens from 
the winter season, spread mulch or dirt 
and other yard work.  They have repeat 
customers! Watch for them again next 
spring. Questions? Contact Mark 
Jevahirian at 248.219.4559.

Pictured at the right are members of 
the team working on sprucing up the 
Thoresen’s gardens.

Twenty-four people came to pack 
backpacks for Orchards Children's 
Services and eat a delicious potluck 
meal on Wednesday, July 19.  Backpacks 
appropriate for second graders were 
filled with supplies donated by Meijer. 
The backpacks will be distributed by 
Orchards Children’s Services before 

In June we distributed small 
pizza boxes filled with activities and 
suggestions for families and individuals 
to worship while away from the bricks 
and mortar of FPCB this summer.  
The box included a worship booklet 
with liturgy suggestions, songs, table 
prayers, coloring pages, games to 
encourage helping and serving, and a 

“Flat Jesus” to color and take with you 
wherever you go.  

Snap a picture and post it to 
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter tagged 
#FPCBtakeoutchurch so we can see 
where Jesus and you vacation this 
summer!  It’s not too late to do it.  Get 
your Flat Jesus at church by the lounge.

the school year begins. Thanks to the 
leadership of the Mission Outreach 
Ministry, FPC has engaged in this 
important project year after year. 



The congregation wished Rev. Amy 
Morgan a fond farewell as she accepts 
a new call as Pastor of First United 
Presbyterian Church of Loveland, CO. 
A reception was held in her honor on 
July 16 to wish Amy, Jason and their 
son, Dean, well on their move to 
Loveland, CO. The church laid hands 
on them during the 10am service, a 
reception was held in Knox Auditorium 
and a special memory book of cards 
and memories was created by Diane 
Bert for the occasion. The congregation 
presented them with a Farewell Gift of 
over $5,700.  

Rev. Amy Morgan’s ten years with 
us made her the fifth (out of 18) longest 
serving Associate Pastor in the 183 
years of our church. We look forward to 
hearing about how her gifts will bless 
her new congregation and their visits to 
Michigan to see family and friends.

Reception for the Morgans in Knox 

The following is the letter that Rev. 
Amy wrote to the congregation:

Dear FPC family,
Ten years ago, I could not have 

planned on my first call into ministry 
lasting this long, being this wonderful, 
and teaching me this much. I could not 
have planned on the width and breadth 
of ministry experience this call has 
provided. I could not have planned on 
the nurture and care this congregation 
has given me and my family. I could 
not have planned on the friends and 
mentors I have gained. I could not have 
planned on the adventure, the joy, and 
the love that have defined the last ten 

years of my life and ministry at First 
Presbyterian Church of Birmingham.

And I could not have planned on the 
next place God would call me. I could 
not have predicted the timing. I could 
not have designed the place and shape 
of that ministry. 

But I do believe that God has 
planned all of this, for your blessing 
and mine. 

And that is why it is with a heart 
filled with gratitude and trust that I 
share with you news of my next call 
to ministry. After much discernment 
and prayer, I have accepted the call 
to serve as the pastor of First United 
Presbyterian Church of Loveland, 
CO. It is a call filled with hope for me, 
Jason, and Dean, as well as for the 
congregation of First United. 

With the rumors that tend to fly 
around this kind of news, I want 
to be clear that my discernment 
around taking a new call is in no 
way motivated by any dissatisfaction 
with my present situation. At FPC, I 
am well compensated and feel much 
appreciated. I work with an incredibly 
gifted, hard-working, friendly and 
creative staff. Our church leaders are 
faithful and dedicated. We are doing 
exciting, innovative, and life-giving 
ministry together. 

When God planted me here ten 
years ago, fresh out of seminary, you 
all showered me with everything a 
pastor needs to grow: support and 
encouragement; challenges and 
opportunities; prayer and faithfulness. 
While none of us get to determine the 
legacy we leave, I hope that what you 
all see in my time with you is that you 
are a church that grows pastors and 
helps them to thrive in ministry with 
you. That is what you have done for 
me, and I know others on staff feel the 
same way.

I am confident that your future as 
a congregation is filled with hope. 
You have amazing leaders, both 
on staff and throughout the church 
membership, and I know that you will 
keep sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ 
in Birmingham and around the world. 
I am grateful for all you have done for 
me and my family, and for all that you 
do to the glory of God. 

Peace, 
Amy Morgan

July 16 Blessing of the Morgan Family 
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Farewell to Rev. Amy Morgan as She Accepts New Call in Loveland, CO



Glow Lock-In 
For Youth in August

Youth Have Fun and De-Stress at Airtime & Bowling
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Youth Volunteer at Forgotten 
Harvest Weekly

The youth group has already had two 
great events this summer. Right before 
school ended we went over to Airtime 
Trampoline park and jumped the night 
away. They have dozens of trampolines 
to show off flipping and racing skills. 
The basketball court allowed us to 
dunk higher and harder than we ever 
could imagine. The mosh pit was a 
crowd pleaser with its foam cube filled 

pit to jump into, and of course a few 
rounds of dodgeball to round out the 
evening. 

Then, after a long week volunteering 
at VBC the youth relaxed with a couple 
rounds of bowling. We had a lot of fun 
trying funny ways to throw the ball 
down the lane. Both events were great 
ways for all the kids to unwind and 
shed some of their school stresses. 

Back by popular demand is our 
weekly volunteering slot at Forgotten 
Harvest. Each Monday, the youth 
and adult chaperones are going to 
the Forgotten Harvest warehouse to 
sort through their recused food. We 
have had a lot of fun picking out bad 
vegetables, checking seals on hummus 
containers, and making thousands of 
sandwiches in a couple hours of work. 
If you would like to get in on the fun 
sign up on the church webpage.

Church Family Fun at Springdale Park

August 4, 9pm – August 5, 9am
Wear your brightest clothes 
and join the youth of the 
church for a night of glow in 
the dark fun. Midnight games 
outside, black light room, and 
lots more. Come learn how to 
glow with God’s love even in 
the darkest of times. Friends 
are always welcome!

On June 25, about 50 people of all ages attended the first All Church picnic at 
Springdale Park. There was great food and fun activities for everyone.
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Bethany Graduates from Seminary 

Celebrating the High School Seniors

Family News

In Sympathy:
 = Ronald Buchanan, brother 

of Linda Buchanan, May 19
 = Pat Lindroth, mother of 

Christopher, Jennifer 
Gossett (Jay), Catherine 
Ocheltree (Terrance),    
May 21

 = Jean Brown, mother of 
Carolyn Averill (Greg),     
May 24

 = James Gentzel, husband of 
Jane Gentzel, June 10

 = Helen Wilkinson, mother of 
Chuck Wilkinson (Heidi), 
June 28

 = Robert Robbins, husband of 
Maggie Robbins, June 27

 = Frank Hibbard, husband of 
Susan Hibbard, July 13

 = Willard Munro, father 
of Mary Kafarski (Jay),      
July 14

 = Richard Ross, father of 
Greg Ross (Betsy), July 23

Births:
 [ Emilia Adair Wesolowski, 
daughter of Carl and Sarah 
Wesolowski, June 22

 [ Thaddeus Augustine 
Goss, son of Maxwell and 
Elizabeth Goss, grandchild 
of Jim and Diane Goss

Baptisms:
 � Layla Ann Palmer, daughter 

of Rick and Megan Palmer, 
June 11

 � Dylan Michael Wind, son 
of Michael and Anne Wind, 
June 11

Congratulations to Bethany Peerbolte, who completed a Master of Divinity on 
June 3 from Ecumenical Theological Seminary. Graduation occurred in the 
former First Presbyterian Church of Detroit on Woodward which is now the 
Seminary.  

Bethany presented four of the high school seniors, Wendy Wilkinson, Grace 
Sleder, Logan Scott and Robert Jevahirian with gifts. Sue Kohns commended 
Grace Sleder and Wendy Wilkinson on their dedication to singing in the church 
youth choirs from Kindergarten through Senior year. 
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New Class of Stephen Ministers Ready to Serve

Hand-in-Hand Early Learning Center Mini-Camp Goes Camping

Our new class of Stephen Ministers were commissioned in June. Left to 
right: Tom Scholl, Rev. Julie Madden, Diana Sharer, Dana Layman, Heidi 
Wilkinson, Marcia Nichol, Steven Coddington

The 7th annual Hand-in-Hand Early 
Learning Center Mini Summer Camp 
was a great success with 86 children 
enjoying a two-week camp packed with 
activities centered around camping.  
Even the snacks were themed based as 
shown in the picture below where the 
children built butterflies with fruit and 
pretzels.  We were visited by Bubbles 
the Goldfish who taught us about water 

safety and the iconic Smokey The Bear 
who taught us how to safely put out a 
campfire. His words still ring true… 
“Only YOU can prevent forest fires!”  
Smokey the Bear was unknown to 
most of the children even though he 
was a prevalent figure in many of our 
adult childhood memories. We hope 
that the camp will spark some interest 
in camping for our families.  

We are currently busy getting ready 
for the 2017-18 school year which 
will begin on Monday, September 11.  
There are a few spaces available in 
select classrooms. If you are interested 
or know someone who is looking for 
an early childhood center then please 
contact Heidi Wilkinson, Director 
at 248.644.2040 ext. 124 or email  
handinhand@everybodyschurch.org.
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Kick Off the Fall at FPC

 Everybody is invited to Fall Kick-Off at 
Everybody’s Church on September 17.  

Join us on the front lawn after the 
10am worship service.

The whole church will be here, ready to worship and 
play together. Worship at 8:30 or 10am.

Fun and games for all ages.  “Cooper” the big white dog will 
be here, there will be inflatables, such as an obstacle course 
and slide, face painting, crafts, a caricature artist, and more!

A food truck will be available with a delicious barbeque 
lunch if you want to break bread together. 

Welcome Back to an exciting fall at Everybody’s Church!


