
Over 100 church members helped during 
the South Oakland Shelter week in a variety 
of ways. Some brought groceries for meals, 
snacks, and bag lunches. Some, including 
Boy Scout Troop 1001, moved mattresses 
and made beds. Some served meals and 
made lunches. Some stayed all night as hosts. 
Some drove the bus or drove their cars for 
transportation.

While these helpful, generous actions were 
very important to the comfort of guests, the 
kind works of the volunteers who interacted 
and had conversations with the guests 
established the pleasant, supportive ambiance 
which made the guests feel embraced by 
Christian love. It was an opportunity for us 
to reach out and cultivate mission, inclusion, 
and community,

We shared in the delight of guests who 
were leaving the program to move into 
their own housing. They will still receive 
supportive services from SOS as they work 
to lead stable lives and become self-sufficient.

The Bingo game was great fun for all who 
played. The $10 gift card for Meijer’s was 

received with great glee by winners. By the 
end of the evening, all adults had received 
one gift card. The children had also received 
special gifts of art supplies.

As our leader, Mark Grobbel, said, “The 
thank yous were endless; people appreciate 
our efforts.”
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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

South Oakland Shelter Receives 
Warm Welcome by FPC

“The thank yous were 
endless; people appreciate 
our efforts.”

Youth bringing in supplies for the week.

Volunteers making sandwiches. 
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April,
once a month May-August. 

A simple meal 
follows every service.

First Presbyterian 
Church

1669 W. Maple Road
Birmingham, MI 48009

248.644.2040
www.everybodyschurch.org

email: 
contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Senior Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Bethany Peerbolte
Director of Youth Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

Holy Week Services

Pride is the first of the seven deadly 
sins.  Many theologians have argued 
that it is the foundation for all other 
sins.  It was also the sin with which I 
began my series, being human.  With 
that having been said, I will admit 
that I am filled with pride; pride for 
you, the members, friends and staff of 
Everybody’s Church.

I am proud of you for more reasons 
than I can name, but here are a few.  I 
am proud of the welcome you gave 
(and give annually) to our guests from 
SOS.  You treated them as friends and 
as brothers and sisters in Christ.  There 
was no sense that we were helping 
them, so much as we were sharing life 
and love with them.  I am proud of your 
regular attendance in worship even 
on those cold, snowy Sundays when 
it would be easier to sleep in. I am 
proud of your generosity that allows 
us to continue the great work we are 
doing, serving as a mission station for 
other organizations. I am proud of your 
willingness to be part of our amazing 

music program 
in all its different 
parts.  I am 
proud of your 
sharing your 
gifts around the 
church including 
e v e r y t h i n g 
from teaching, 
to serving at 
receptions, to 
keeping up the beautiful grounds.  I am 
proud of the ways you serve the wider 
world in dozens of different ways.

I am proud of our staff, which 
I believe to be one of the best in the 
nation.  I am proud of them for their 
dedication, insight, talent and hard 
work.  I am proud of them because they 
all believe we can be a better church 
and they work to help make that so.

You now have my confession.  I am 
proud of you…as you seek to serve 
Christ here in this place and around the 
world.

THURSDAY, MARCH 29
Celebrate the Lord’s Supper and 

begin this weekend of love.
7:00pm in the Sanctuary

FRIDAY, MARCH 30
Ecumenical Service at the 

First United 
Methodist Church at Noon. 

24-Hour Prayer Vigil at FPC, 
March 30, Noon—March 31, Noon.

SUNDAY, APRIL 1
Celebrate the risen Christ at 

7:00am Sunrise Service outside 
in the Columbarium

8:30am and 10:00am Worship
 in the Sanctuary
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Learn How to Help Youth in Foster Care Aging Out of the Foster Care System

There is an Open Forum on 
Supporting our Children, Youth, and 
Families in Foster Care presented by 
the Foster/Adoptive Partnerships Team 
of Everybody’s Church and the Faith 
Communities Coalition on Foster Care 
on Thursday April 26, at 6:30pm at 
FPC in Knox Auditorium.

 Interested in helping a youth who 
is aging out of the foster care system? 

• Find places to provide your 
new or almost new clothing 
and household items to benefit 
children and youth in foster 
care? 

• Want more details about 
fostering/adopting/respite care? 

• Feel a nudge to help a young 
woman in a residential home 
develop a love for reading?  

• Would like to paint or decorate 
a family visitation room at an 
agency? 

• Provide opportunities for 
kids in foster care to attend 
a Christian based camp this 
summer? Discover local new 
organizations that are helping 
our kids in care in Oakland 
County?  

You can meet representatives from 
organizations and agencies that can 
help YOU find that ONE thing YOU 
can do to make a positive impact on the 
life of a child or youth in foster care. 

All faiths are welcome. Invite friends 
from other congregations to come and 
connect with finding how their own 
faith community can rally around our 
13,000 Michigan kids in care. For more 
information and/or to help set up for this 

Oakland County-wide meeting, contact 
Parish Associate and FCC coordinator, 
Rev. Kate Thoresen at 248.835.8151 or  
katethoresen@fpcbirmingham.org.

Open Forum
Thursday, April 26, 6:30pm in 

Knox Auditorium
presented by the Foster/Adoptive 

Partnerships Team and the Faith 
Communities Coalition on Foster Care

2nd Graders Learn about Communion in Taste the Bread Class

“Thanks be to God,” is the response 
our second graders learn to say in the 
Milestones Class, Taste the Bread. 
Following a class where we re-enact 
the Last Supper and learn its connection 
to our practice of Communion today, 
we learn to lead the congregation at 
the Communion table.  We ask three 
questions: What do we remember at this 
table? Why do we eat this bread? Why 
do we drink the cup at this table? We 
learn that all are valued and welcome at 
this special table, even children.

Thanks be to God.
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Visit us on Social Media
• First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham 

Michigan
• All Abilities Inclusion Ministry
• Everybody’s Church Music Ministry 
• Everybody’s Church Youth Groups

Twitter: @fpcbirmingham 

YouTube:  everybodyschurch1

First Foundation Society Marks 35 Years of Giving

Tom and Swid Kirchhofer have included 
First Foundation in their estate plan.

Our Website:
www.everybodyschurch.org

What happens when you leave a 
bequest and join others in the First 
Foundation Society? Here’s how Swid 
and Tom Kirchhofer explain it:

“First Foundation is definitely 
included in our estate plans. Since the 
Foundation’s establishment, we have 
seen the fund support seminary students 
and mission projects both within our 
church and in the wider community. 
Consider the blessings received by 
those benefitting from grants for such 
programs as Rejoicing Spirits, Alcott, 
Ruth Ellis Center and many others. We 

are pleased to know that our simple 
bequest will be part of a living legacy 
for God’s work in the world.” 

The Kirchhofers are experiencing 
the joy and satisfaction that come with 
knowing their offering of love and 
generosity will live on. Since 1983, 
FPC members have been leaving gifts 
from their estates to First Foundation. In 
turn, through careful fund management, 
First Foundation has been able to award 
grants to international missions, local 
nonprofits, or special needs within 
FPC. 

Over the years, the balance of gifts 
has shifted from needs within our own 
church (49% since inception) to needs 
of our neighbors locally and world 
wide (80%, combined, over the last 
five years). Altogether, total giving has 
reached almost $3.5 million (see charts 
below).

“We are pleased to know 
that our simple bequest will 
be part of a living legacy for 
God’s work in the world.”

A generous person will 
prosper; whoever refreshes 

others will be refreshed.
Proverbs 11:25

First Foundation is reviewing and 
validating our historical record of 
donors. In the near future, we may be 
asking for your assistance in filling in 
some gaps in our information. In future 
communications we will be illustrating 
how easy it is to leave legacy gifts to 
the church and be a part of the First 
Foundation Society.



Family Game Night Was Fun for All
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Inclusion

Angst the Movie, Addresses a Taboo Topic 

Parents swapping stories.

Panel answering questions about anxiety. 

From Earthquake Jenga to a large tic-
tac-toe board on the floor, children, 
youth and adults of all ages enjoyed 
an evening of games, hot chocolate, 
subs and chilling out on a cold January 
night.

“It was heart-warming to 
see people of all ages and 
stages having a good time 
together!”

Board games for all ages.

Earthquake Jenga

Shoots and ladders

Anxiety disorders are real, common 
and treatable! They are sometimes  
hidden, quiet, and a taboo topic of 
conversation. However, FPC hosted 
a community conversation for 140+ 
people of all ages through a movie 
screening of Angst: Raising Awareness 
Around Anxiety. Our panel of experts, 
Family Therapist, David Breeden, 
Social and Emotional Learning 
Interventionist and Mindfulness 
teacher, Elizabeth Gumbis, and Youth 
Director, Bethany Peerbolte answered 
questions and offered words of wisdom 
and encouragement. Watch for more 
community conversations.
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Peeps and Pizza

Families created Bible story 
dioramas using the ever popular Easter 
candy, Peeps, on March 11.

“It was such a fun activity to do with 
my younger son and to discuss Bible 
stories in a fun way!” Kim McGlynn

Others enjoyed it so much they 
took supplies home to continue their 
creations.

The Last Supper Palm Sunday

One even engineered a moveable Good 
Shepherd to go and find the lost sheep.

The Parting of the Red Sea
The Good Shepherd

The Chancel Choir of FPC presents 
Paul Winter’s Missa Gaia (Earth 
Mass).  The choir will be joined by 
vocal soloists, and the calls of wolves, 
whales, and many other animals that 
are woven into the pieces, sometimes 
used as the melody. Since it was 
first written, the mass is performed 
annually at the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine in NYC at The Feast of St. 
Francis which is the blessing of the 
animals. Renowned gospel soloist Theresa Thomason, who 
appears yearly at the NYC Winter Solstice concert, will be 
joining us as one of our guest soloists. 

Paul Winter’s Missa Gaia
Sunday, May 6, 5:00 pm, Free-will offering



Youth Grow Spiritually Through Activities
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Lunch and Learn 2017-18

On the Third Thursday, bring your 
lunch and eat from

 11:30am – 12:00pm in Calvin Hall
and then enjoy a fabulous 

program from 12:00 – 1:00pm. 
Dessert and beverages will be 

provided.  Everyone is Welcome!

April 19, 2018 
Rochelle Roake

Creating a good environment 
for birds in backyards, 
environmental issues effecting 
birds, and details about Sandhill 
Cranes will be presented by 
bird expert and Audubon staff 
member Rochelle Roake.

May 17, 2018 
Eric Hausman

An insider’s look at solar car 
development and engineering 
will be given by Eric Hausman, a 
recent graduate of the University 
of Michigan who was project 
manager for the award winning 
solar car team.  He will share 
details of the trans Australia race.

Our lock-ins and trips get a lot of 
buzz from the youth, but they are more 
than just fun events. Each time we meet 
the youth strengthen their spiritual 
muscles too. 

The middle school class is learning 
how to have the best year ever through 
the story of Joseph. Anyone who has 
read about Joseph’s life might think 
he is an odd role model for having a 
great year, because he had some pretty 
terrible years. His brothers sold him into 
slavery, and he was thrown in prison 
for a crime he did not commit, but 
through all of it he remembered God. 
His resilience landed him a throne next 
to Pharaoh! Hopefully we can learn 
how he stayed so positive and how to 
have the best year ever ourselves.

Our high school students have begun 
a series of discussions about sexuality 
and our faith. While we will tackle the 
dreaded topic of sex, the majority of 
our time will be spent looking at power 
dynamics in relationships, identifying 
bad relationships, and how to prioritize 
God. 

Our favorite moment this month was 
walking the prayer labyrinth. The youth 
commented on feeling peaceful and 
happier after the labyrinth walk. Some 
went in with a specific problem on their 
minds and came out understanding 
their situation better. This time to walk 
with God literally will make it easier to 
walk with God throughout life. 

Our favorite moment this 
month was walking the 
prayer labyrinth. The youth 
commented on feeling peaceful 
and happier after the labyrinth 
walk.

Sharing a meal at youth group every 
Sunday evening.

Everyone at the table working 
on a project.

Game night.
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Community
Hand-in-Hand Has a Lot to Celebrate

What’s the Staff Been Up To?

The State of Michigan and the 
City of Birmingham have renewed 
the Hand-in-Hand Early Learning 
Center licenses.  The renewal process 
involves consultants coming to our 

center unannounced  to observe the 
classrooms and facility for any rule 
and/or safety violations. 

February and March are full of 
holidays and activities such as a field 

trip to the Sea Life Aquarium,  a special 
day where dads of the three and four-
year-old preschool students spent a  
morning with their child.

Pastor John teaching in our newly 
renovated Calvin Hall for the first time.

Rev.  Joanne Blair and Cindy Merten led 
a workshop on Boundless Hospitality: 
Creating a Culture of Inclusion at the 
Association of Presbyterian Christian 

Educator’s Conference in Louisville, KY.

Rev. John Judson and Rev. Charon 
Barconey were installed as 

Moderator and Vice-Moderator of 
the Detroit Presbytery.

Andrew Herbruck and Rev. Joanne 
Blair led a webinar for the Presbyterian 

Association of Musicians sharing our 
Rejoicing Spirits model of worship.

Preschoolers make cats.

Free speech screenings were offered 
to three year olds and older.  All of 
the classrooms celebrated Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday (aka Theodor Seuss Geisel), 
Ground Hog Day, St. Patrick’s and 
Valentine’s Days.  

The children have enjoyed many 
days of outdoor winter recreation and 
we are looking forward to Spring.  

The 2018-19 school year registration 
is underway and classes are filling up 
quickly. Many classes are already full.  
If  you are interested in registration, 
a tour and/or have questions please 
contact the Director, Heidi Wilkinson.



Family News

In Sympathy:
 = Margaret (Maggie) Robbins, 

mother of Scott and Jeff 
Robbins, January 17, 2018.

 = Albertine (Abbie) Leonhard, 
wife of Stephen Leonhard, 
January 30, 2018.

 = Amy Quigley, mother of Peter 
Quigley (Nancy), February 5, 
2018.

 = Judy Hunt, wife of Bazil Hunt, 
February 11, 2018.

 = Ann Noblet Smith, mother 
of Wendell Smith (Martha), 
February 14, 2018.

 = Vincent Latimore, son of Rosy 
Latimore, February 17, 2018.

 = Barbara Lewis, February 23, 
2018.

 = John Shannon Kennedy, Jr., 
father of Carolynn Grobbel 
(Mark), February 25, 2018.

 = Mary Laura Campbell, mother 
of Greg Campbell (Dawn), 
February 28, 2018.

Births:
 [ Caroline Ann Mancini, 

daughter of Donald and 
Kendra Mancini, January 22, 
2018. Grandparents are Terry 
and Cindy Lanzen.

 [ Agatha Elizabeth Goss, 
daughter of Charles and 
Christine Goss, January 22, 
2018. Grandparents are Jim 
and Diane Goss.

 [ Thaddeus Jude Bozell, son 
of Adrienne Young and Jeff 
Bozell, February 26, 2018.

April/May 2018
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Concerts at FPC Presents
Andrew and Friends

 Sunday, April 15, 5:00pm, Free Will Offering

Senior Adventures Are Moved by their Visit to Holocaust Center

Senior Adventures tour the Holocaust 
Museum and lunch at Hong Hua. 

On March 7th the Senior Adventures 
took the FPC bus to the Holocaust 
Memorial Center - Zekelman Family 
Campus located on Orchard Lake Road 
in Farmington Hills.

There they experienced a brief 
exposure to the most researched era 
in human history - revealing its brutal 
suppression, a chronicle of admirable 
and heroic rescuers and abject 
executioners. The Memorial Center has 
been teaching about the Holocaust and 
its legacy for more than 25 years and 
has received international praise and 
sincere thanks from millions of their 
visitors.

The group gathered for lunch at 
Hong Hua, one of the best Cantonese 
restaurants in the area, which is located 
beside the Center.

Back by popular demand, 
our own music director, 
Andrew Herbruck, presents 
an organ concert featuring 
our magnificent Nichols and 
Simpson pipe organ.  Come and 
hear a program of works written 
for organ and other instruments.  
Included this year is everyone’s 
favorite piece, “Piano Song!”
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Register Online for Vacation Bible Camp

Monday-Thursday, June 25-28, 9:00am to Noon 
for 3½ year olds - 5th grade 

and Monday and Wednesday for 
2 ½ -3 ½ year olds.

Cooper, the Dog is Back! 


