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As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Another Successful SOS Week

Under the leadership of Mark Grobbel, 
everything was ready as Sunday evening 

arrived along with the South Oakland Shelter 
24 adults and nine children. Rooms were set 
up with mattresses and bedding, windows were 
covered for privacy, fresh fruit and healthy 
snacks were available, and the youth group 
was eager to welcome guests and help them get 
settled for the week at First Presbyterian.

Each guest chose donated sandwich 
ingredients which the young people made 
into lunches for the next day. Other volunteers 
were welcoming and greeting guests as dinner 
was served. Two volunteers worked overnight 
supervising the guests. Transportation to 
job sites, interviews, and the SOS office was 
provided by morning volunteers.

Calvin Hall tables looked inviting with floral 
centerpieces. Our volunteers joined the visitors 
at meals. Dinners were provided by the youth 
group families, Market Square, Salvatore 
Scallopini, Quarton Caterers, and a Girl Scout 

troop. On Friday and Saturday, St. Anastasia 
Church provided volunteers and meals.

Each evening art activities were a nice 
diversion for the SOS adults. Making  bracelets  
with beautiful glass beads was a popular 
project.

The bingo game was well received as gift 
cards were among the prizes. As they departed, 
every adult who had not won one, was given a 
Target gift card which was greatly appreciated. 

The guests commented upon the kindness 
and caring of our volunteers. The volunteers’ 
willingness and ease in conversing and 
interacting were noteworthy. Our contract 
custodian, Xavier, gave a touching, spontaneous 
speech of encouragement to the guests.

Two guests worked to clean up the catalpa 
tree pods outside the Eagle Entrance area as 
a way of “giving back.” It was a fine week for 
applied Christianity.

Note:  Our congregation was given the 
award for the best service to SOS participants 
for the 2016 year.



 
   

Sponsored by Presbyterian Women
April 14, 7:30am in Knox Auditorium

Speakers:  The Honorable Mary Ellen 
Brennan and Edward Lennon, Esq.
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

12:01 Start
Non-Traditional Worship

 in Knox Auditorium

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays September- 

April. There is a simple meal 
following every service

First Presbyterian Church
1669 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, MI 48009
248.644.2040

www.everybodyschurch.org
email: 

contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Pastor

Amy Morgan
Associate Pastor 

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Bethany Peerbolte
Director of Youth Ministries

Julie Madden,
Ted Thode,

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

The ball would not go in.  There 
were only seconds left in the game 
and the ball would not go in.  It was 
the championship game in our totally 
inconsequential church basketball 
league and my team was down by a 
single point.  I have no idea how many 
of us there were under our basket, but 
we were all trying to tip the ball.  I 
was trying to tip the ball in and our 
opponents were trying to tip the ball 
out.  My legs were heavy.  There was 
no more lift.  But with every ounce of 
energy I had left, I was tip, tip, tipping.  
Then it was over. The buzzer sounded. 
Time expired.  They won. We lost.  

I would guess that was where 
the disciples were when Jesus was 
crucified; they believed that time had 
run out and they had lost.  The disciples 
were ordinary men and women.  They 
were not from powerful families.  They 
were just folks who were used to losing 
to the powerful interests in Jerusalem 
and Rome.  But then Jesus came along 
and they started winning.  They won 
over illness and the demonic.  They 
won over the religious elites and the 
politically well connected.  They won 
and the crowds swelled.  They won and 
they received a parade into Jerusalem.  
Winning felt good.  But then, suddenly, 
Jesus was dead.  The buzzer sounded 
and they had lost.

Three days later, however, they 
would discover that while the first 

game was over, 
a new one had 
begun.  A new 
game had begun 
because God had 
raised Jesus from 
the dead.  A new 
game had begun 
because Jesus 
sent them to tell 
the world about 
God’s life transforming love.  A new 
game had begun because they had 
been given the power to endure the 
difficulties of daily life.   A new game 
had begun because eternal life had 
broken into creation.

You and I are players in this new 
game.  We are part of this new game 
created by the resurrection, and we 
get to play this game by telling the 
Good News of God’s love.  We play by 
sharing what we have with those who 
do not have enough; by offering words 
of forgiveness to those who have hurt 
us; by finding the strength to carry 
on even when life is difficult; and by 
believing that the game we began 
playing at our birth is a game we get to 
keep on playing even after we take our 
last breath.  

This Lent and Easter season, I hope 
that you will rediscover the joy of being 
in the game; the game in which love 
and life win, now and always. 
  John

Men, women, kids and friends are welcome 
to enjoy a hot, hearty and homemade 
breakfast prepared by PW Volunteers.   Sign 
up outside Calvin Hall.
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Foster/Adoptive Families Partnership Blesses So Many Different Families

Trecia says she is so grateful to God 
and all the people here. She recently got 
custody of her three-year-old grandson 
and two-year-old granddaughter. She 
had to move out of her apartment 
because of a bed bug infestation. She 
had to throw away most everything. 

A case worker in Pontiac told her 
about our Foster/Adoptive Families 
Partnership ministries here, so  
arrangements were made for Trecia 
to come by and pick up any items she 

needed for her grandkids and new 
home. She was overjoyed to be able to 
clothe her kids plus get items for her 
house.

 Then she said that she had a new 
grandson born on March 8, and 
fortunately, thanks to the generous 
donations of parents from our Hand-
in-Hand Early Learning Center plus 
our FPC members, she was also ready 
to take in her newborn grandbaby. 

“I bore you on eagles' wings, and 
brought you to Myself.”  Exodus 19:4

We love eagles. They’re a symbol of 
strength and majesty. They soar up into 
the sky, almost as high as the heavens. 
In this Bible verse, eagles bring us back 
to God. First Foundation reaffirmed 
this concept when it recently decided 
to keep its original logo but redesign it 
to give the eagle fresh vitality. 

Since 1988 First Foundation has 
awarded more than $3.2 million to 
fund causes near and far. Whether it’s 
$1,325 to buy chairs for Alcott’s media 
center or $15,000 to support a mission 
trip to Kenya, First Foundation has 
consistently reached out in God’s love.

The accompanying chart shows how 
grants from First Foundation over the 
past five years express FPC’s vision of 
Mission, Inclusion and Community. 
The largest portion, by far, goes to 
mission. This includes mission efforts 
in the Detroit metropolitan area as well 
as overseas. Programs and activities 

that foster inclusion take up the next 
portion of funds, almost $100,000 since 
2012. These grants may be for interfaith 
activities, programs that support 
people with disabilities, or efforts to 
reach out to LGBT communities. The 
“Community” piece of the pie, coupled 
with “Other,” represents money that 
stays at FPC.  Community-enriching 
programs such as Stephen Ministries 
and Theologian-In-Residences get 
support from First Foundation as well 
as special programs and supplies for 
Music and the Children and Youth 
Ministries. Additionally, a significant 
portion of “Other” goes to tuition for 
students in theological schools and 
sabbaticals and other enrichment 
programs for our staff.

Instituted in the 1980s, First 
Foundation receives bequests from 
church members and invests them. 
Over time, its assets have grown to $3.5 
million. Every year, it gives a certain 
percentage of its funds to causes that 
meet its criteria.

The Legacy Fund is administered by 
First Foundation but serves a different 
purpose. This special fund was created 
in 2014 to receive memorial gifts and 
other undesignated donations to the 
church. Its monies are invested along 
with the monies of First Foundation. 
While First Foundation’s proceeds are 

appropriated by the First Foundation 
board, proceeds of the Legacy Fund 
are appropriated by the Property Care 
ministry. The Legacy Fund is used for 
capital improvements needed by our 
church facility.

If you would like to find out more 
about leaving a bequest to First 
Foundation in your will, please contact 
church member Shaheen Imami, an 
attorney who specializes in estate 
planning and serves on the First 
Foundation board. Call him at his 
office, 248.419.1968, or email him at 
sii@probateprince.com.  If you want 
to leave a donation to the Legacy 
Fund, please contact Carl Fischer at 
carlfischer@fpcbirmingham.org. 

Community
$14,190

2% Inclusion
$98,470

14%

Mission
$500,637

Other
$82,939

12%

First Foundation Grants
2012 - 2016

First Foundation and Legacy Fund Descriptions
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Over 65 years ago families of 
children with special needs met in their 
homes and founded FAR.  In those 
early years they moved from home to 
home and grew.  Soon we were meeting 
at the public library.  Still we grew and 
the need of a forever home became 
critical.  There was fundraising, 
networking, compliance laws and a 
host of therapeutic and administrative 
needs that dictated the need for a 
permanent residence.  Without it, FAR 
leadership at the time did not see how 
they would serve the growing special 
needs community.  

Thirty-five years ago FPC invited us 
into their home to provide creative arts 
and recreational therapy for the special 
needs community. It was part of their 
community and inclusionary mission.  
Because of FPC, FAR touches over 
1,200 individuals with special needs 
annually.  Because of FPC, over a third 
of FAR’s private and group therapy 
sessions are provided with scholarship 
support. Because of the overhead 
FPC provides, the cost of FAR non-
scholarship therapy sessions are much 
less than typical private therapy.

Anna Leslie shared that at FAR she 
found everyone was invested in her 

child’s growth, it was not just therapy.  
As she visited FAR for her son Jamie’s 
therapy, she became more engaged 
with the church.  Anna had been 
searching for a place of worship that 
would be inclusive for her family.  As 
their relationship with the church grew, 
a member said, “Thank you for sharing 
Jamie with us,” and Anna knew that 
FAR and FPC was where her family 
belonged.

Souri and Christophe Gaillard’s 
family had been with FAR for some 
time and were looking for a place the 
whole family could worship and be 
accepted.  Inclusionary practices that 
they found at FAR were critical to their 
family.  Education in the church was 
also critical.  As a parent of a child 
with special needs, Souri said, “You 
are constantly working with IEPs in 

school. It was wonderful when FPC 
provided an IEP for Claudine’s growth 
in the church. We felt the combination 
of FAR and FPC was the best place for 
our family.” Souri added, “My kids 
see the building as their second home, 
either in the church or at FAR.” 

Pamela Ayres, FAR President said, 
“FPC is the reason FAR exists - without 
them there is no FAR. This partnership 
provides more than low cost therapy, it 
is our heart and soul.  It is the reason 
we can meet the growing need of 
scholarships in a growing community.”

FAR Shares How FPC Is Critical to Their Mission

My grandmother always said we 
had to dress up for church so we could 
bring God our “best selves” when we 
come to worship. But sometimes I feel 
like my “best self” is wearing jeans 
and a sweatshirt. My “best self” might 
be more focused on praying for justice, 
wondering about the mystery of God, 
or loving my neighbor than on how I 
look on Sunday morning. At 12:01 
Start, we welcome everyone’s “best 
self,” whether it is wearing lipstick 
and heels or bedhead and sneakers. We 

believe your “best self” is your most 
authentic self. 

That applies to the music we share 
at 12:01 start, too. It’s not just hymns 
and choirs. We worship God through 
all kinds of music, from spirituals to 
folk songs, Top 40 hits to hidden gems. 
If we think it speaks to the relationship 
between God and humanity, we 
welcome it. 

Welcome to 12:01 Start
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Inclusion

• First Presbyterian 
Church of Birmingham 
Michigan

• All Abilities Inclusion 
Ministry

• Everybody’s Church 
Music Ministry 

• Everybody’s Church 
Youth Groups

Twitter: @fpcbirmingham 

YouTube:  
everybodyschurch1

Nearly 100 people from a variety 
of faith traditions – Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim, Baha’i, and Buddhist – 
gathered for dinner and conversation at 
FPC on Tuesday, March 14. The event, 
entitled “Caught in Conversation,” 
was a program of the Song and Spirit 
Institute for Peace in Berkley. Song 
and Spirit founders Steve Klaper and 
Brother Al Macia started the evening 
with song, and prayers from several 
faith traditions were offered before the 
meal. 

FPC member Souri Gaillard, owner 
of Khao San take-out and catering, 
provided the meal. She also shared with 
the group her experience of coming 
to the United States as a refugee and 
the role that the faith community and 
food played in her family’s life in 
this country. She served a traditional 
Laotian meal of fresh summer rolls, 
peanut sauce, sour bamboo soup, laarb 
tofu, laarb halal chicken, salad, jasmine 
rice, sticky rice, coconut fruit salad.

The evening focused on casual 
conversation around the dinner tables, 
but there was a special addition to this 
event. When the time arrived for the 
Muslim evening prayer, instead of the 
Muslim participants leaving the room 
to pray alone, all participants gathered 
in different parts of Knox Auditorium 
to pray in their own traditions 
simultaneously. The sounds of Jewish 
songs, Taize music, and Muslim prayer 
intermingled for several minutes 
in moving display of the power of 
interfaith relationships. 

All who participated in the event 
made new friends from other faith 
traditions and felt it was a very positive 
experience. The next “Caught in 
Conversation” dinner will be held 
at Temple Israel in May. If you are 
interested in attending, or finding out 
more information, please contact Rev. 
Amy Morgan or the Song and Spirit 
Institute for Peace.
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Confirmation Class Trip to Chicago Taste the Bread

Twelve members of our Confirmation 
class traveled to Chicago the weekend 
of February 10. This trip is one of 
the centerpieces of our Confirmation 
program, and is something students 
look forward to each year. Through 
service, worship, and fellowship, 
students put into practice much of what 
they have been learning through the 
year and widen their understanding of 
the Christian faith. 

The group resided for the weekend 
at Fourth Presbyterian Church 
and enjoyed worshipping with that 
congregation. Many students walked 
the beautiful labyrinth in the church’s 
new chapel. The class also visited 
McCormick Theological Seminary, 
where they learned about Christian 
vocation and theological education 
from the seminary’s students and 

staff. Afterwards, they served with 
Cornerstone Community Outreach, a 
non-profit serving the homeless and 
impoverished, by serving a community 
meal and assisting with their weekly 
food pantry. The group got a bird’s-eye 
view of the city from “Chicago 360,” 
the observation deck of the Hancock 
Building. 

Traveling to a new place brings 
students together in a unique way. 
Relationships are forged and deepened. 
Participants develop an openness to 
new ideas and engage in self-reflection. 
In this short span of time, it is incredible 
to see how the Holy Spirit can work in 
the lives of each of these young people. 

Special thanks to Julie Wagner 
for driving the church bus through 
harrowing Chicago traffic and to Mark 
Cueny for helping to navigate!

As a part of our Milestones program, 
children in the second grade, their 
parents and others who have not 
previously participated, receive 
communion instruction and then lead in 
our communion liturgy on this special 
Sunday. They re-enact the Last Supper 
when Jesus gave the already special 
Passover meal a new meaning and learn 
why we continue to do this today. Take 
a look at our online resource at http://
www.fpcbirmingham.org/sacraments-
videos.html. On March 5 these children 
led in worship for the first time and 
celebrated with a cake and punch in 
Calvin following the service.  



Silent Prayer Vigil to 
Pray for Our Nation 
Thursday, April 6 at 7pm

Are you worn out by all the 
bitterness, bickering, and bad news? 
Are you worried about our nation, 
it’s leaders and citizens? Wish there 
was something you could do?

The prophet Jeremiah implored 
the Israelites to “seek the welfare 
of the city.” The Psalmist prayed 
to “rejoice in the gladness of your 
nation.” Jesus taught us to persevere 
in prayer, to love our enemies and 
pray for those who persecute us. 

In this spirit, one of the small 
groups for We Make the Road by 
Walking has organized a silent 
prayer vigil. Participants are invited 
into a time (half an hour) of silent 
prayer, guided by a collection of 
written prompts from a variety of 
sources. The vigil is non-political 
and seeks only to offer a safe space 
to lift to God those concerns for our 
country that burden our hearts. 

No advance notice is necessary, 
but if you would like more 
information, please contact Alinda 
Wasner (alindaw2011@att.net). 

April/May 2017
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Senior Adventurers

www.everybodyschurch.org

On Wednesday, March 1st, the 
Senior Adventurers took the FPC Bus 
down to Detroit and learned the ins 
and outs of how DuMouchelles Fine 
Arts Auctioneers & Estate Appraisers 
obtain, price, and auction the many 
treasures they receive.  The group 

stayed in Detroit and enjoyed a fun 
lunch at Bobcat Bonnie’s located in 
Corktown.  

If you would like to help or be a part 
of Senior Adventurers, please contact 
Marge Hendrick at 248.293.0011 or 
Dana Layman at 248.877.0083.

Lunch and Learn 2017
On the Third Thursday, bring your lunch and eat from 11:30am – 12:00pm, 

and then enjoy a fabulous program from 12:00 – 1:00pm. 
Dessert and beverages will be provided.  Everyone is Welcome!

April 20
Alinda Wasner, award winning 
poet, will explain how she got 
started writing poetry and why 
she writes. She has received 
recognition for her writing in 
many competitions and literary 
publications. She will do several 
performance pieces.

May 18
John Crawford had an interesting 
career as a race car driver, 
participating in races up Pike’s 
Peak and many other events. He 
will tell tales of his experiences 
and accomplishments in these 
challenging endeavors.



In Sympathy:
 = Bob Stewart, son of Lou 

Stewart, February 6
 = Priscilla M. “Prill” Daykin, 

mother of Betsy Daykin 
Ross (Greg) and Bob Daykin 
(Karen), February 7

 = Marion Lemmerman, mother 
of Diane Jarchow (Ed), 
February 22

 = Patricia Fiol, mother of 
Melissa Oudersluys (Gary) 
and Buzz Fiol (Kathy),    
March 22

Family News
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Youth Attend Spring Hill Winter Retreat

Spring Hill is a retreat center in 
Evart Michigan. They hold winter teen 
retreats January through March. The 
retreats are a great time for the youth 
to build friendships within the group 
as well as meet a few hundred other 
Christian teenagers. Every year there is 
a speaker and a Christian band who lead 
us in four worship sessions. This year 
the theme was LEVEL UP. We talked 
about how to take our spiritual lives to 
the next level. We had 16 youth from 
middle school and high school attend 
this year! The youth and chaperones 
had great discussions about what it is 
to be a community of believers. We 
all agreed it was great to have people 
around us who wanted to live with 
Jesus as a guide. The youth commented 
that it is better to go through emotional 
times with people who care about you 
and want to support you. The weekend 
brought us together as a group and 
we were pleasantly surprised by the 
deepening of friendships and the new 

friends that we made. 
The youth decided they wanted to 

continue the group spiritual support 
back home too. They committed to 
reading one scripture once a day for one 
week. We call this the 111 challenge. 
Each week since the trip in January 
Bethany has sent out a scripture for the 
kids to read. They each find time to read 
the scripture once a day for the whole 
week. Then on Sunday we get together 
to discuss what the scripture meant to 
us. It has been a great experience for 
everyone and the perfect way to hold 
on to the things we learned at Spring 
Hill. 

A special thank you to everyone 
who bought Super Bowl Subs, cookies 
from our Cookie Walk, or brought 
your kids in for one of the Babysitting 
events. Your support made it possible 
for the youth to go at a fraction of the 
total cost. THANK YOU!
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Hand-in-Hand Early Learning Center

Community 

First Presbyterian 
Hand-in-Hand 

Early Learning Center

Mission Statement
We are committed to providing 
a quality program within a safe, 
nurturing environment. Our 
curriculum encourages and 
promotes the intellectual, social, 
cognitive, emotional and physical 
development of young children.

The 2017-18 school year registration 
started on February 1 for currently 
enrolled families and we were thrilled 
with the numbers.  We had 75% of our 
families register with us again, 15% of 
families will be going on to kindergarten 
and have no more younger siblings to 
come back so a total of 90% are either 
graduating or will be returning in the 
fall.  10% are not returning due to 
various reasons such as the family is 
moving, or since the older child will 
be entering kindergarten they would 
like the siblings in the same school.  
Registration was opened to the public 
on February 20 and we had over 17 
families from the community lined up 
to register on that day.  We are almost 
full and have a waiting list for several 
of the classes. 

Each year our students look 
forward to the annual Hand-in-Hand 

Early Learning Center “SPIRIT 
WEEK.” During the week of March 
13-17, the students and teachers dress 
up according each of the daily themes.  
The class with the most participation 
over the week wins a special snack the 
following week.  The children all look 
forward to pajama day, crazy hair day, 
biggest fan day, crayon day and St. 
Patrick’s Day.  As you can see from 
the pictures, we all enjoyed the week.

The Chancel Choir of First Presbyterian
presents one of the greatest masterworks in
all of choral literature, Creation by Joseph
Haydn. Scored for chorus, soloists, and
orchestra, this oratorio depicts the story of
the creation of the world as described by
the book of Genesis.

Concerts at First Presents
Saturday, May 20, 2017,  7:30 pm 

Free-will offering
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Holy Week Schedule

 Sunday, April 9  Palm Sunday
   8:30am and 10:00am Worship
   10:00am Children’s Palm Processional 

 Thursday, April 13  Maundy Thursday
   7:00pm Communion Service in the Sanctuary
 

 Friday, April 14  Good Friday 
   7:30am Breakfast with Speaker in Knox Auditorium 
   Noon to Noon Saturday, 24 hour Prayer Vigil
     in the Chapel
   Noon Ecumenical Service in the Sanctuary

 Sunday, April 16 Easter Sunday
   7:00am Sunrise Service in the Columbarium
   8:30am Communion Service in the Chapel
   10:00am Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
   12:01pm 12:01 Start Worship in Knox Auditorium


