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Fourth Quarter 2019

As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

YPM Project’s New Record

continued on page 3

First Presbyterian Church broke a church 
record this year with 25 members 

and friends willing to do God’s work on the 
Mexico Construction Mission Project. It is 
amazing to see so many people called by God 
for this mission. Our trip was filled with new 
people, as well as returning mission workers. 
With all of these people, we focused on the 
verse “Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God's grace in its various forms” 
(1 Peter 4:10). The team felt that this verse 
was fitting for the focus of the trip. We applied 
this verse when it came to working on the site, 
putting together a VBS for the local kids, and 
having some bonding time with one another. 

The workload that hit us this year was 
not easy. That did not stop our team from 
accomplishing our goal. The group moved 
gravel, mixed concrete, and then poured it 
into the wooden molds to make the columns 
for the new school building. It was a well-

oiled machine; truly an amazing sight to see. 
Meanwhile, the parking lot was measured, 
taped, and painted. We even had the perfect 
person to free-hand draw a handicap symbol in 
two parking spots. As the work days continued 
we battled hot weather by looking out for each 
other and offering breaks to those who needed 
water and shade.  We worked so well together 
the last day they asked us to do a new project. 
We dug holes, placed fence posts and secured 
them with concrete for a new fence line around 
school property.  Our job would not have been 
completed without the help of our gifts that 
God blessed us with. 

After a long day of difficult and fulfilling 
work, the team went to a cave-like pool called 
a “Cenote.” These formations are all over the 
Yucatan Peninsula and are formed when the 
underground cavern system breaks open to the 
surface and fills with water. This was the best 
way to unwind and bond with one another. 
We all zip lined and jumped into this pool and 

by Emily McGlynn
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship

Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 
September - March,

once a month April-August. 
A simple meal 

follows every service.

First Presbyterian 
Church

1669 W. Maple Road
Birmingham, MI 48009

248.644.2040
www.everybodyschurch.org

email: 
contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Senior Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Bethany Peerbolte
Associate Pastor for Youth 

and Mission

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion 
Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

Pastor Joanne is retiring at the end 
of this year on December 31, 2019. 
Saying good bye to her will not be an 
easy thing for any of us to do.  Even in 
a relatively short period of time, Joanne 
has made a lasting impact on the life 
of this church.  First as a member of 
the team that formed our All Abilities 
Inclusion Ministry, then as a part time 
Inclusion Assistant, then as Inclusion 
Coordinator and finally as Associate 
Pastor for Inclusion and Pastoral Care, 
she has been integral, along with 
Cindy Merten, to our becoming a truly 
welcoming congregation for people of 
all abilities. She has also shared her 
passion for inclusion with churches 
in this area and around the country.  
Joanne was instrumental in initiating 
the Stephen Ministry program, and 
helping those in that ministry develop 
a long-term, self-sustaining ministry.  
Along the way she became to many, 
“your pastor.”  Joanne was the one to 
whom you would turn for a caring ear, 
a word of counsel and powerful prayer.  

For me personally, she has been a 
friend and a colleague, a listening ear, a 
Rejoicing Spirit’s partner and someone 
in whom I could trust to speak the 
truth from the pulpit, to do what was 
right in our treatment of others and to 
let those of us on staff know when we 

had missed the 
mark.  She will be 
missed at weekly 
staff meetings, 
popping in and 
out of our offices 
and reminding us 
that she really is a 
princess.

I am excited 
for her and Roger though. Her 
retirement will allow them to play, 
travel and simply soak in the joys of 
family and friends.  My charge to all 
of us who are still here is to let her 
retire.  What I mean by that is that she 
and Roger are not leaving the area and 
will perhaps continue to show up and 
worship with us when they choose.  It 
would be easy then to “just call her up 
to chat, to seek her counsel or ask for 
advice.”  But that would not allow her 
to be retired.  It would not allow her to 
step away from her role as pastor and 
staff member in order to simply enjoy 
being “in the pews.”  This is where 
saying good-bye to a beloved pastor 
is not easy; when we have connected 
with them on a deeper level.  My hope 
is that we will all give her the space she 
needs to find her way into this new time 
in her life…while we figure out what 
life at Everybody’s Church looks like 
without her.  

Staff Relations is planning a 
celebration of Rev. Joanne’s ministry 
with us before the end of the year.  
Look for the announcement and put it 
on your calendar.  Then keep her and 
Roger in your prayers and surrounded 
by your love as they get to enjoy life in 
a new way beginning January 1, 2020.

Peace, John 



On September 5th, our own Lloyd 
Reuss, was given the Governor George 
Romney Lifetime Achievement 
Award.  The award was presented for 
not only for the breadth of his work in 
supporting institutions and causes that 
make Detroit a better place to live, but 
especially for his work with Focus: 
HOPE.  In 1993 Mr. Reuss joined Focus: 
HOPE, a nonprofit organization whose 
goal is to overcome racism and poverty 
by providing education and training for 
underrepresented minorities. At Focus: 
HOPE, Lloyd helped establish the 
Center for Advanced Technologies, of 
which he also became executive dean. 
He remained with the program for more 
than twenty years as it blossomed, 
granting more than 300 associate 

and other degrees in engineering to 
inner-city students. During Lloyd’s 
term they received recognition from 
both President Bill Clinton and Colin 
Powell.  He led capital campaigns, 

collecting $184 million for the cause, 
and founded the corporate Advisory 
Board.  Mr. Reuss’s work is one more 
example of faith in action, that changes 
lives and changes the world.
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What Kind of Legacy Will You Leave?YPM Construction Mission Project Has a Record Number of Participants (continued from page 1)

Lloyd Reuss Receives the Governor George Romney Lifetime Achievement Award

we all had a good time. Later in the 
evening, we had daily devotionals. We 
split up into smaller groups to discuss 
certain aspects of our gifts and guided 
each other to grow in our gifts. Daily 
devotional was a favorite of everyone.  

VBS with the local kids is something 
everyone enjoyed too. We passed out 
flyers to the local kids to join us in 
making crafts, singing songs, making 
instruments, and playing games. We 
made bracelets, harmonicas, and flutes. 
Also, we played with chalk and had 
relay races. No one was ready to say 

goodbye to those smiles. 
People who go on mission trips 

always explain how life-changing it is. 
As cliché as it sounds, the team truly 
feels a sense of rebirth with their gifts 
and most importantly their character 
and perspective. The 2019 Mexico 
mission team encourages everyone to 
take the chance and go on a mission 
trip someday. These mission trips not 
only make a difference for those in 
Leona Vicario but in yourself. Go on 
one of the trips, use your gifts, and 
make a difference. 



You may have read an article on the 
first page of this newsletter written by 
Emily McGlynn, a teenage member of 
FPC who spent one week this summer 
mixing cement, marking a parking 
lot and digging fence post holes on a 
school construction site in the Yucatan 
Peninsula. In spite of her hard work 
under a hot sun, it’s hard not to notice 
her enthusiasm and Christian sense of 
purpose. Don’t we want to cultivate 
those qualities in all the children 
and youth we nurture in our church 
congregation? And beyond that, think 
of the young lives we are changing 
in Mexico as we make possible a 
new school building, complete with 
supplies and internet access!

However generous our pledges 

may be, FPC cannot support outreach 
like this with funds from our annual 
budget. That is why First Foundation 
was established in the mid-1980s. 
Church leadership wanted to expand 
the scope of our ministry outside our 
own building and minister to local 
nonprofits, international missions and 
special projects within our church but 
beyond our operating budget. Church 
members responded generously 
over the ensuing years by dedicating 
a portion of their estate to First 
Foundation.

Today, First Foundation manages 
funds in excess of $5 million and 
awards a portion of the principle every 
year to causes that bless the lives of 
our neighbors as well as lives across 
the globe. If you would like to make 
this blessing a part of your life’s 
legacy, please contact Bruce Nyberg, 
chair of First Foundation, or any other 
Foundation member: Keith Butler, 
Cathy Gearig, Leslie Helwig, Shaheen 
Imami, Cindy Lanzen, Terry Palleschi, 
Donna Snider and Patrick White. 

If you have already done so, the 
committee would like to be made aware 
of this so that you can be properly 
acknowledged and thanked. Please 
contact any of the above people and let 
them know.
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First Foundation Expands the Scope of Our Mission Ministry

CROP Walk80 Blessing Bags Assembled and Distributed

Be Our 
Advocate on 
Social Media

You can help the church with 
only a few seconds of your time 
each week. If you see something 
you like from FPC on Facebook, 
like it! Better, choose the heart 
reaction. Still better yet, comment 
on the post or SHARE it. Even one 
emoji as a comment helps the 
church’s page get noticed more. 
Once Facebook sees people 
interacting with our posts they 
will share our stuff with other 
people FOR FREE! 

Eighty Blessing Bags for infants and 
toddlers in foster care were assembled 
during September 8th’s Fall Kick-Off 
as the mission project thanks to in-
kind donations from Hand-in-Hand 
Early Learning Center, Northbrook 
Presbyterian Church, Bharatiya Temple 

of Troy and Purchases through our 
Foster/Adoptive Families Partnerships.

With the estimated value of each 
bag at $40.00, this mission project is 
sharing over $3,200.00 worth of items. 

These are distributed to Foster 
Closets in Wayne, Oakland and 
Macomb Counties as well as meeting 
individual requests 

Thank you to all who donated to the 
walkers from our church for the CROP 
Walk. The walk ended at FPC with ice 
cream treats and music by Roger Blair. 
We had 23 people involved from FPC. 



Backpacks Make the Year 
Start Right
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Alcott Tutors Are Changing Lives - Become One!

We are looking for more volunteers 
at Alcott Elementary. 

Art Therapist Assistant—We need 
one more volunteer to take a turn 
being in the classroom with a FAR 
Art Therapist every Friday from 
10:30am–2:30pm. We’re dividing this 
into two shifts of 10:30am-12:30pm 
and 12:30-2:30pm with an every other 
Friday commitment for the volunteer. 
In order to provide therapy to Alcott 
students there must be two people 
in the classroom, and another paid 
staff person is not available. If this is 
something you feel called to do, please 
contact Cindy Merten.

Classroom Tutor—Work on phonics 
and literacy skills as directed by the 
teacher with individual or small groups 
of students once/week or every other 
week.

Media Center Volunteer—Assist 
students in selecting and checking out 
books every week or every other week. 

Shop ‘N Drop Volunteer—1. Two 
shoppers each week will shop for 10 
families, spending $110 each.  That's 
a total of $11 per family. 2. Deliver 
the groceries to Alcott on Thursday 
morning. 3. Turn in the receipt to 
Martha Smith at FPC to reimburse you 
for the $110 in groceries.

Please refer to our website or contact 
Cindy Merten or Stephanie Kummer 
for more information.

As students begin another year 
of learning, some worry about those 
first moments in a classroom. One of 
the first things teachers ask students 
to do is empty their backpacks of all 
the supplies and classroom donations 
parents sent them with. For students 
whose families are unable to afford the 
classroom supplies, they must sit and 
watch as the piles of Kleenex, glue 
sticks, folders, crayons, and more begin 
to grow. Day one, and they are already 
developing a sense of otherness. 
Unless…. the student received one of 
the 200 backpacks our church donated. 

In August we gathered with a 
new goal, to pack 200 backpacks for 
Orchard’s Children Services. The 
bags we made followed the 2nd grade 
classroom supply lists. We packed 
things like folders, pencils, glue, pencil 
boxes, everything the other kids would 
show up with in their bags. The best 
part of all were the adorable and wide-
ranging backpacks members brought to 
be packed. With the help of a donation 
from Meijer, and your generosity and 
work ethic 200 students started this 
year feeling like they belonged. Let’s 
continue to support them in prayer for 
the best year yet!

Pictured on the left are those that 
attended the Backpack Packing Party 
and Dinner. 



Ready to learn why God created 
you? If you wanted to be a stronger 
mathematician, you would ask your 
math teacher how to make it happen. 
She would tell you which courses 
would challenge you and help you 
grow. The answer to “how do I become 
a stronger Christian” isn’t as straight 
forward. 

Combine that with busy schedules 
and competing priorities and the 
struggle for teenage faith development 
becomes clear. That is where the new 

structure of our youth ministry steps in 
to try and make spiritual growth a little 
more attainable. 

In the life of the church there are 
many different practices. This year our 
youth are focusing on four: worship, 
serving, learning, and playing. Each 
category of practice has been given a 
color that coordinates with the monthly 
calendar families have of church 
events. Families are asked to sit down 
at the beginning of every month and 
choose one event from each category 

to attend. Their commitments will get 
them closer to understanding why God 
made them. 

If you have questions or would like 
to know more contact Pastor Bethany. 
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Inclusion and Community
Inclusive Communities Network Grows

Youth Learn Four Faith Practices

In Sympathy:
 = Cedric G. Currin, father of 

Glenn Currin (Gail), July 12, 
2019

 = Marilyn R. (Power) Kinter, 
mother of Polly Schlafhauser 
(Joe), July 18, 2019

 = Fernando Caleira de Andrada, 
father of Luciano Andrada 
(Ana), July 22, 2019

 = Peter S. King, father of Edie 
Schmitz, July 29, 2019

 = Doris Luckey, mother of Jana 
Thompkins (Ken), July 30, 
2019

 = Jean Miller, wife of Riggs 
Miller, August 10, 2019

 = James Caldwell, father of 
Mike Caldwell, August 17, 
2019

 = Margaret Elisabeth Butzu, 
mother of Peggy Peters, 
August 18, 2019

 = Glen Tyndall, mother of David 
Tyndall (Pam) and Mary 
Tyndall, August 20, 2019

 = Mary Baker Berry, mother of 
Trish Berry, August 28, 2019

Family News

Inclusive Communities Network 
Presents a Free Educational Workshop 
for Families on October 17, 7-9pm, 
“Life Planning for a Child with Special 
Needs, Beyond Wills & Trusts, An 
Update on the Able Act.”

Planning for an adult family member 
with Special Needs requires in-depth 
knowledge of ever-changing local 
resources, laws, legal and financial 
tools available as you assist your 
family member in creating a current 
and future working plan to meet their 
lifelong dreams and needs.  

Special Needs Planning is planning 
for two generations. How well are your 
successors prepared to help your child 
when you no longer can? Speakers, 
Minoti Rajput, CFP®, ChSNC®, 
Mehul Mistry, CFP® ChSNC®, and 
Elinor K. Ho, ChFC®, ChSNC® 
of Secure Planning Strategies will 
explain the importance of special needs 
planning strategies and will address 
questions for both planning and key 
components of the Able Act.
• How will my loved one be cared for 

after I am gone?
• What is a Special Needs Trust and 

how will it work? 
• Why Wills and Trusts alone may not 

work.

• What government benefits will 
my child receive and will they be 
enough? 

• What are my child’s future housing 
options?

• It takes a team to care for a special 
needs person. Who is on your team?

• Have you shared the details of your 
plan with the future caregiver?

• Have you compiled all the 
information about your child for the 
future caregiver?
Planning for a child with special 

needs should begin as early as possible. 
Adult siblings and grandparents will 
also benefit from information provided 
at this workshop.

Sign up to attend this workshop, 
www.fpcbirmingham.org/inclusive-
communities-network.

Minoti Rajput



Family News

Births:
 [ Ainsley Leigh Solomich, 

daughter of Mike and Katherine 
Solomich, granddaughter of 
Marci and Dave Solomich,   
June 23, 2019

 [ Ian Jamieson Hansel, son of 
Heather Hansel, July 31, 2019

 [ Felix Paterson Bibbo, son of 
Elizabeth and Tommy Bibbo, 
grandson of David Paterson, 
September 15, 2019

 [ Marin James Thode, daughter 
of Erica and Ted Thode, 
September 30, 2019

 [ Marion Annabelle Russell, 
daughter of Carly and Brian 
Russell, granddaughter of 
Barbara and Tom Russell, 
October 1, 2019

Baptisms:
 � Ari Salvador Bacongallo Bunin, 

son of Matthew and Christine 
Bunin, grandson of Sally 
Zimmerman, July 7, 2019

 [ Ainsley Leigh Solomich, 
daughter of Mike and Katherine 
Solomich, granddaughter of 
Marci and Dave Solomich,  
August 18, 2019

 [ Charlotte Halina Kamman, 
daughter of Erik and Michelle 
Kamman, granddaughter of 
Ken and Wendy Kamman, 
September 1, 2019

 [ Ethan Jeffrey Meador, son of 
Molly and Jeffrey Meador, 
grandson of Rod and Sally 
Spearin, September 15, 2019

 [ Penelope Lynn Siemianowski, 
daughter of John and Kathaleen 
Siemianowski, September 15, 
2019

Fourth Quarter 2019
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Hand-in-Hand

The last Photo Dates are 
October 23 & 24. Sign up 
online Monday-Friday or at 
church on Sunday. Everyone 
who participates will receive 
a free 8 x 10 photo! There are 
NO sitting fees and you can 
purchase photos with NO 
sales pressure. 

The Hand-in-Hand Early Learning 
Center kicked off the 2019-20 school 
year on September 9 with our staff of 
27 and 147 students, ranging in age 
from eight months to six years.  There 
are 13 HIH families who attend or are 
members of our church.  

 Our annual curriculum night on 
September 24 was well attended 
and the parents enjoyed our keynote 
speaker, Dr. Kathryn Combs, Ph.D., 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist, who 
spoke about the importance of allowing 

your child to fail and she offered some 
parenting tips.  The parents then visited 
their child’s classroom and teachers.

We have installed new carpeting 
in our hallways, painted the hallway, 
purchased new toys and manipulatives 
in several classrooms and have taken 
steps to increase our security.

Please come by or call the director, 
Heidi Wilkinson, 248.654.8544 or 
contact by email at handinhand@
everybodyschurch.org.
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Technology is changing the way 
we interact with others. Every year 
there is a new social media platform 
and advancement in communication 
options. As hackers get smarter, viruses 
get stronger, and scams become harder 
to spot, we are left feeling like we have 
drifted out to sea without the knowledge 
to navigate to safety. For younger 
generations, being able to spot online 
predators and knowing when to take 
a break from screens is tremendously 
important.  We are right to be warry of 
the online world. 

And yet, the good that the internet 
has done for us is undeniable. It keeps 
us connected across huge distances. 
Allowing us to see family and friends 
we with whom we otherwise would 
lose touch. Social media allows 
communities to rally behind groups, 
like the Detroit Youth Choir, to bless 
them in ways no grassroots effort has 
been able to do to date. Humanity is 
connected globally, advancing our 
understanding of others to new levels 
of compassion and justice. 

Whether you love technology and 
want to jump feet first into the ocean 
of possibilities, or are cautious of 
accepting new advancements, these 
workshops will help you feel safer 
online. Erin Bailey of The Social 

Family will be teaching five workshops 
designed for parents, 4-6th grade 
students, 7th-12th grade students, 
teachers, and adults. Read through the 
descriptions below and find the ones 
best suited for you, your family, and 
your friends.  Registration will open in 
October. 

Sunday, November 17
Parents  Noon-2:30 pm (with a lunch)
$20 per person (child care provided)
Parents will learn to prevent and address 
challenges like screen addiction, 
inappropriate texting, predators and 
cyberbullies, while focusing on the 
positives of social media and games. 
Parents will learn how to have 
productive conversations with their 
children when they disagree on what 
social media accounts and technology 
are appropriate. 
4th-6th Grade  3:30-4:30 pm
FREE
This is the age predators target online. 
Students will learn how to utilize the 
positives of social media, while also 
being able to quickly identify predators 
and bullies to keep themselves safe and 
quickly get help.
7th-12th Grade 5:30-7:00 pm (with 
dessert) FREE
These youth are already experts at 
using social media and the trending 

technology. Their knowledge can do a 
lot of good in the world if they learn 
how to channel their efforts. This 
workshop will highlight how to use 
social media to advance a social issue 
they care about. They will also discuss 
strategies for dealing with sexting, 
online bullying, and screen addiction.

Monday, November 18
Teachers  4:30-5:30 pm (with snacks) 
FREE (child care provided)
Teachers will receive online safety 
lessons they can use in their classrooms. 
Public school teachers and Sunday 
school teachers will learn about bet 
policies for posting, issues their 
students face, and more. Please invite 
all teachers you know. 
Online Safety for Everybody 
6:30-7:30 pm (with a dinner)
$20 per person (child care provided) 
Seniors are most effected by identity 
theft, scams, robo calls and online 
depression. While this workshop is 
designed for seniors, everybody can 
use the information to keep us safe 
today and in the future.

Please come and learn how to 
keep your kids safe on the internet. 
Please contact Pastor Bethany 
with any questions at bethany@
everybodyschurch.org. 

Social Media Safety Workshop Coming to FPC November 17-18

Advent by Candlelight
Thursday, December 5, 7:00 pm

Ladies of all ages:  Please consider 
hosting a table or attending 
this special event.  Invite other 
wonderful ladies in this church, 
or use it as an opportunity for 
outreach to invite women not a part 
of this congregation into this special 
worship experience and fellowship.  
Sign up October 13, 21 and 28.
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Have you been in this situation? 
You’re sitting in worship and your 
favorite hymn is being sung. Your 
thoughts are occupied by the beauty of 
every phrase. Then you get bumped by 
your child who is wiggling next to you 
completely zoned out. If you have been 
there, you know the frustration of a 
child being uninterested in this deeply 
meaningful moment. 

We love our worship services 
and want the next generation to 
feel connected during sacred times. 
However, sometimes traditional 
services don’t help parents keep wiggly 
children interested or give enough time 
to remind us “why” we’re worshiping. 

We need a sacred space to gather 
as a family and teach the “whys” of 
worship. Why do we gather together 
and not just worship alone? Why do 
we break for a snack halfway through 

the service, and why do we sit through 
sermons? 

eLOFT is that sacred gathering 
place. Five times a year those who are 
in “teach the faith” mode, and those 
simply seeking a better understanding 
of worship, will gather. After all, eLOFT 
stands for Everybody Learning Our 
Faith Together. eLOFT will embrace 
our favorite pieces of traditional 
worship, like singing traditional hymns 
with traditional instruments. Some 
things will be different, like worshiping 
around tables so families can sit face 
to face and enjoy table top activities. 
The planning team will include fun 
ways to get out the wiggles and engage 
all ages in the profound meaning of 
worship liturgy and ritual. Each time 
we will teach a specific “why” of 
worship. When families go back to our 
weekly traditional services they will 

immediately feel more comfortable and 
attach deeper meaning and personal 
understanding to that time. 

eLOFT will be held in Knox 
Auditorium at 10:00am on selected 
Sundays and run concurrently with our 
service in the sanctuary. No need to set 
different alarms on eLOFT Sundays. 
We hope you will join us November 10 
for this exciting new worship service. 
Your family’s faith will grow while 
making joyful memories of worshiping 
together.

eLOFT: A New Worship Service of Everybody’s Church

Lunch and Learn 2019

Bring your lunch and eat from 
11:30am – 12:00pm in Calvin Hall 

and then enjoy a fabulous program 
from 12:00 – 1:00pm. Dessert 

and beverages will be provided.  
Everyone is Welcome!

October 17, 2019
Ken Thompkins, Principal 

Trombonist, DSO
Ken Thompkins will tell about his 
development as a trombone player 
and describe being a member of a 
world class orchestra.

November 21, 2019
Greg Kowalski, Author

Greg Kowalski, author of books 
about Hamtramck and director of the 
Historical Museum, will tell about the 
history ofthe community especially 
featuring the time of Prohibition.

Advent and Christmas Schedule

November 24:  Kirkin’ of the Tartans, 10:00 am

December 5:  Advent by Candlelight, 7:00 pm

December 15:  Special Music Sunday & Christmas Around the World

December 22:  Live Nativity in front of the church 4:00-7:00 pm

Christmas Eve Services
2:00 pm:  Interactive Family Worship
5:00 pm:  Interactive Family Worship

8:00 pm:  Communion , Choir and Carols
11:00 pm:  Candlelit Worship

Sunday, December 29
One worship service at 10:00 am
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Concerts at FPC Presents
Westbound Situation

Friday, November 15, 7:00pm in the Sanctuary 
Free-will offering

Westbound Situation blends the precision of 
classical chamber music, the rhythmic drive of 
bluegrass, and the colorful expression of jazz into 
a new style of chamber music—chambergrass. 
The quartet—comprised of Grant Flick on violin, 
Matt Davis on banjo, Zach Brown on cello, and 
Jacob Warren on bass—mixes composition 
and improvisation seamlessly into their 
entirely memorized arrangements. Westbound 
Situation’s exciting and diverse concerts feature 
a set of unique original repertoire colored with 
recognizable standards from many genres. With 
bluegrass, classical chamber music, and jazz 
all coming together in the group’s concept of 
chambergrass, a Westbound Situation concert is 
dazzling musical journey not soon forgotten.

Senior Adventures Visit the DIA and Shrine of the LIttle Flower Basilica

On Tuesday, August 6th, the  
Senior Adventurers took the FPC Bus 
to  the DIA (Detroit Institute of Arts) 
where they toured the “Humble and 
Human Impressionist Era Treasures”.  
This exhibition is part of the Bonnie 
Ann Larson (FPC Member) Modern 
European Masters Series.  To complete 
the afternoon, Senior Adventures had 
lunch at Mario’s on 2nd Street. 

The Senior Adventurers traveled 

down Woodward Avenue and  toured 
the Shrine of the Little Flower Basilica 
on Wednesday, September 11th.   There 
they learned about the zig-zag Art 
Deco style building and that it is the 
third largest building in Royal Oak! 
Following the tour, everyone enjoyed 
lunch at Hazel, Ravines and Downtown 
Kitchen in Birmingham. Join this fun 
group on their adventures!



Kirkin of the Tartans
Sunday, November 24, 10:00am 
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Fun Fall Festival to Kick Off the New Program Year

Calling all Alma Alums! For Kirkin’ 
of the Tartans, this year we are 
joined by pipers from the Alma 
Pipe Band.  Our guest preacher 
will be the Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Pomerville, Chaplain and Director 
of Spiritual Life at Alma College.

Our annual Fun Fall Festival on 
September 8 celebrated the beginning 
of a new school and church program 
year.  It's an exciting time of year filled 
with newness and hope. As we began 
our fall programming, we blessed 
the children in worship praying for 
all  and marking the transition of the  
3-year old's moving from the nursery 
to Worship Wonder, kindergarteners 

beginning in CrossWalks and middle 
and high schoolers participating in their 
respective programs. We celebrated 
this day of new beginnings with our 
fall festival featuring classic cars, an 
inflatable maze and an inflatable train 
for our younger ones, everyone packing 
bags of clothing for foster families, and 
a shared meal for everyone.
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PERMIT NO. 63

New Meditative Prayer Service

In the Presence of the Holy

Sunday, October 13, 7:15 pm
in the Sanctuary

Based on an ancient service called 
compline, In the Presence of the 
Holy is a meditative 30-minute 
prayer service held in the candlelit 
sanctuary.  No sermon, hymns, 
or announcements, just calming 
chant-like music sung by a choral 
ensemble.  The only thing a person 
attending “does” is light a candle, 
and it is utterly captivating.  


