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Third Quarter 2019

As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Vacation Bible Camp - Kidztown
Each day, our Vacation Bible Camp  began 

and ended with a town hall meeting of Kidz-
town. With 102 participants ages 2 ½ through 
fifth grade and  60+ volunteers from age 12-
80+, this week of VBC is one of the most in-
tergenerational events we do. Nancy Quigley, 
our “Town Clerk” with her assistants Dawn 
Buley, Dawn Swarthout, and Martha Smith, 
registered the campers and directed volunteers 
to their locations. It does indeed take a village 
or a significant chunk of a church.

This year our mystery theme included 
solving the case of the missing Mr. Habersham, 
the local millionaire philanthropist who poses 
as a homeless man (ask Brian Zabowski 
about his experience) throughout the week.  
Characters in this small town worked together 
with the assistance of the campers in searching 
out clues to solve the mystery. While doing 
this they had opportunities to put into practice 
the very lessons of the Bible stories they were 
learning (Jesus heals the paralyzed man, 
Joseph forgives his brothers, a boy shares his 

lunch, and Jesus teaches his disciples to serve 
one another). For instance, when four friends 
went to great lengths to take their friend who 
is paralyzed to Jesus for healing, the children 
learned that kindness is an important quality of 
a friend. They interacted with the man who is 
homeless, wishing him a nice day, making him 
cards, offering him food and drink, and simply 
talking to him. Grumpy Mrs. Pemberton 
(Mary Walters) ran through the town several 
mornings chasing after her mule (Albert 
Reghi) and demanding that the Mayor (Cindy 
Merten) do something about it. By the end of 
the week she learns that Jesus loves her, and 
that changes her attitudes.  She solved her own 
problem and apologizes to the town. All week-
long Detective Durk Durango (John Judson) 
gave out clues that led to the special word 
each day and shared a lesson he learned while 
hanging out at McDonald’s every morning.  
News reporter, Scoop Jackson (Joanne Blair) 
chided him for not doing his job and reported on 
the “Good News” he was learning and sharing.  

continued on page 3
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April,
once a month May-August. 

A simple meal 
follows every service.

First Presbyterian Church
1669 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, MI 48009
248.644.2040

www.everybodyschurch.org
email: 

contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Senior Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Bethany Peerbolte
Associate Pastor for Youth 

and Mission

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
says, “…you shall know them by their 
fruits.”  What he means is that you can 
tell the heart of a person by what they 
do.  I would argue that you can tell the 
heart of a community, of a church, in 
the same way, by what they do. And 
over the past few weeks I have seen the 
fruit of this congregation.

When you were asked to purchase 
blankets for Church World Service, 
you responded with almost $2,500 
dollars on a single Sunday. When 
people were recruited to go to work in 
Mexico and Kenya, we almost had too 
many people sign up.  When you were 
asked to provide cereal for a program 
to help feed children in Detroit over 
the summer, the cereal came rolling 
in…and continues to come in. When 
you were asked to share God’s love by 
participating in Vacation Bible Camp, 
you stepped up and gave the children 
an amazing week, filled with lessons 
they will remember for years to come.  

When the word 
went out that we 
needed people to 
build bunk-beds 
for some of the 
more than 1,000 
children in the 
Detroit Metro 
area who are 
sleeping on the 
floor, you showed up and built.  Then 
when it was time to deliver and set-up 
the beds you helped as well. 

What this tells me is that we are a 
spiritually healthy community.  We are 
a community that not only talks about 
and learns about Jesus, but that we 
are a community that does its best to 
live out the Jesus life.  It is these fruits 
(among many other things) that have 
made Cindy’s and my ten years here 
such a joy and helped us to know that 
this is where we were and are supposed 
to be.  

Photo Dates are August 8- 10 
and September 19-21. Sign up 
online Monday-Friday or at 
church on Sunday. Everyone 
who participates will receive 
a free 8 x 10 photo! There are 
NO sitting fees and you can 
purchase photos with NO 
sales pressure. 

Cindy and I want to thank all of you for your kind words, 
cards and gifts as you helped us celebrate our tenth 
anniversary here at First Church.  We also want to thank 
the Staff Relations Committee for the marvelous reception 
after church which allowed us to speak with many of you 
who were there.  One of the great gifts of this church is 

that not only do you know how to throw great parties, but you are constantly 
expressing your appreciation to Cindy and me, and just as importantly, to the 
rest of the staff.  Those kind words remind us of why it is a pleasure to be here 
and work beside you to make this church the marvelous place that it is.  We look 
forward to serving with you in the years ahead as we continue to live into our 
identity as Everybody’s Church.    Blessings, John and Cindy.
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What Kind of Legacy Will You Leave?Vacation Bible Camp - Kidztown, continued

Meanwhile security guard Jana 
Dinkeloo patrolled the camp giving out 
citations for random acts of kindness, 
directing traffic, and monitoring 
disorderly conduct. The week wouldn’t 
be complete without “Cooper,” our 
mascot dog whose identity is never 
publicly revealed.  Cooper plays the 
important role of greeting the children, 
dancing with the music and posing for 
many photos. 

The children began each morning 
with singing led by songmeister Deb 
VanderLinde and accompanied by 
Andrew Herbruck in Knox and the 
opening “Town Hall” meeting followed 
by their shepherds telling the Bible 

story of the day and then leading them 
throughout the building where lessons 
were reinforced through art, music, 
recreation, and snacks.  For mission 
projects they also collected cereal for 
our Presbytery cereal drive and tied 
fleece blankets for COTS (Coalition on 
Temporary Shelter).

The generosity of the many 
volunteers who gave of their time 
both in advance preparation and 
during the week of camp was a gift 
of God. With flexibility and good 
humor, they participated in sharing 
God’s love to the children and one 
another.
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June Mission Dinner Raises $2,300

Team Builds 55 Bunk Beds in One Day

Be our Advocate on 
Social Media

You can help the church with 
only a Third of your time each 
week. If you see something 
you like from FPC on Facebook, 
like it! Better, choose the 
heart reaction. Still better yet, 
comment on the post. Even 
one emoji as a comment helps 
the church’s page get noticed 
more. Once Facebook sees 
people interacting with our 
posts they will share our stuff 
with other people FOR FREE! 

On June 6, three local non-profits came 
to FPC to tell us about the amazing 
work they do. Micah 6 runs a fresh 
produce market in Pontiac that sells 
fresh produce at highly reduced prices 
to help the community eat healthier. 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace builds 
beds for children in the area who are 
currently sleeping on the floor. We 
the People of Detroit works to fix 

water issues in the area. We heard 
their stories then we voted with our 
donations for who would receive the 
donations. Attendees paid $10 per vote 
and we raised an impressive $2,300. 
Fifty percent (50%) of proceeds raised 
went to the 1st place winner, Micha 6, 
30% to Sleep in Heavenly Peace and 
20% to We the People of Detroit. We 
learned a lot and had a great meal too.

And the 
winner is...

In the Detroit Metro area there are 
more than one-thousand children who 
have no bed to sleep in.  Many of 
their families were evicted and they 
had to move in with relatives.  Others 
had their homes burn down and they 
had no insurance.  For any number of 
reasons, children are forced to sleep 
on couches or floors or share beds with 
multiple siblings.  This is where Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace comes in.  Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace is a national non-profit 
with more than 150 chapters across 
the United States.  They raise money, 
purchase materials and then build beds 
(usually bunkbeds) for children.  

On Saturday June 16, eleven 
members of our church participated in 
the latest build.  Together with other 
volunteers we built the components 
for almost 55 beds.  We cut, sanded, 
tapped, drilled, assembled, stained and 

then branded the beds.  The following 
Saturday a few of us returned to help 
deliver and assemble the beds.  In 
addition, some of the funds for this build 
were provided by our church, through 
donations and First Foundation.  Our 
hope is that on the next build we can 
double our numbers to help insure that 
every child has bed in which to sleep. 



FPC Teacher Appreciation

Blanket Sunday Exceeds Last Years’s Donations
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Alcott Tutors Are Changing Lives

Gratitude for all of the people who 
staff our Sunday morning programs 
cannot be fully expressed in a once a 
year event, however this year we tried 
to provide them with a few moments 
of relaxation and  pampering. It takes 
many people to commit to teaching 
and leading our children, and we have 
some very committed members who 
regularly do this. 

This was our 13th year in ministry 
with Alcott Elementary School in 
Pontiac. Our partnership has grown in 
ways we could not have anticipated and 
continues to evolve as needs change. 
The core of our involvement has been 
literacy support through individualized 
and small group instruction in all 
classrooms, and with 30+ tutors, we 
continue that work. In addition, the 
Media Center has expanded and been 
open solely because of volunteers. 
Food distribution to children who are 
insecure about their next meal has also 
benefited 20 families each week and 

many more with the holiday baskets 
provided. We have partnered in many 
more areas, however the common 
element in all of it is the dedication 
of so many tutors and volunteers who 
so generously give of themselves.  We 
honored those who were able to attend 
with coffee/tea in May where Stephanie 
Kummer, Kathy Nyberg, and Principal 
Burdena Johnson provided updates 
and expressed appreciation. Our 
CrossWalks children also made thank 
you cards with their fingerprints which 
we had printed and distributed to the 
volunteers.

A big thank you to everyone who gave 
on May 12th towards Christian World 
Services Blanket Sunday.  We raised 
$2,477.00 for people near and far.  That 
is amazing!  Your donations to CWS 
will provide warm blankets, hygiene 
and school kits and emergency buckets 
to people in their time of need. This past 
Memorial Day, a group of 15 tornadoes 
touched down in western Ohio causing 
extensive damage to roofs, blowing 
out windows and destroying homes. 
Congregations that had once supported 
Blanket Sunday became recipients of 
supplies from CWS. A pastor of one of 

the congregations, Rev. Kukak, said, 
“When you are staying in a temporary 
shelter something as simple as a CWS 
Hygiene Kit and a soft blanket to keep 
you warm can provide you with a little 
piece of comfort and dignity.”   

Families can rest a bit more warmly 
because of your love.  So, on behalf of 
all the families ho FPC has helped but 
may never meet – THANK YOU!
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Inclusion and Community

2nd Annual All Church Picnic and Rejoicing Spirits Service

Inclusive Communities Network Grows Senior Adventures

Inclusive Communities Network is an 
initiative to connect families for the 
purpose of sharing inclusion ideas and 
resources and building community. 
It began with a collaborative process 
between First Presbyterian Church 
Birmingham and Angels' Place  to 
create community-based alternative 
housing solutions for individuals with 
disabilities living in the tri-county 
area AND to help those individuals 
form broader networks leading to 
fuller lives. Through a generous Faith 
in Action grant we are able to provide 
partial funding for the New Futures 

Initiative training through the Center 
for Independent Futures. At the end 
of July, eleven families, along with 
Rev. Joanne Blair, Cindy Merten, and 
Cheryl Loveday (Executive Director of 
Angels’ Place) will travel to Chicago 
for three days to participate in part 
one of these trainings.  These families 
joined us at our all-church picnic as we 
are just becoming acquainted. Please 
pray for us as we travel and begin this 
venture together. For more information 
about this, please see our website 
at http://www.fpcbirmingham.org/
inclusive-communities-network.html

Our second annual All Church Picnic 
and Rejoicing Spirits service at 
Springdale Park in Birmingham was 
attended by about 130 people of all 
ages and stages.  Beautiful weather, 
good food prepared by Jim Adams 
and served by AAIM and Outreach 
Ministries, all served to enhance the 
worship and fellowship experience 
enjoyed by all who attended. As we 

acted out the story of the widow giving 
her last coin, people were drawn into 
the story and engaged in conversation 
about its meaning and application. 
Each month the Rejoicing Spirits 
community gathers for worship that is 
lively and participatory, shares a meal 
afterwards, and there is always room at 
the table for one more.

The Senior Adventurers explored the 
Ford Rouge Factory Tour on June 5th.   
Seventeen folks toured the plant and 
watched the F-150 being assembled.   
Following the tour, everyone enjoyed 
a fun and delicious lunch at the Ford 
Garage restaurant in Dearborn.  



Family News

In Sympathy:
 = Richard Kughn, stepfather of 

Kim McGlynn (Dan), June 8, 
2019.

Wedding:
 [ Meredith Lanzen and Nicholas 

Catanese, May 25, 2019

Baptism:
 � Eve Marie Gulis, daughter of 

Chris and Jessica Gulis, May 
26, 2019

Third Quarter 2019
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Hand-in-Hand “Space Is the Place” Mini-Camp a Huge Hit

Confirmation 2019

The 2018-19 Hand-in-Hand Early 
Learning Center school year ended on 
Friday, May 31. The following week 
was our 8th annual Mini Summer 
Camp.  This year’s theme was, “Space 
is the Place.” Our 89 campers learned 
all about space over the four day camp.  
We covered the galaxy and beyond. On 
the final day we had a special surprise 
for the campers. A mobile planetarium 
was set up in Knox.  The children could 
sit inside and visually fly through the 

galaxy learning about constellations 
and the planets within our solar system.  

It was a spectacular year and we will 
be busy over the summer preparing for 
the 2019-20 school year. Classes will 
begin on Monday, September 9.  

If you are interested in registering or 
have questions then please contact the 
director, Heidi Wilkinson, 248-644-
2040 ext. 124 or email handinhand@
everybodyschurch.org 

On May 19, we rejoiced as these 
18 youth confirmed their baptismal 
covenant and were welcomed into adult 
membership in the church: Nevaeh 
Cochran-McKay, Maeshaun Dennard, 
Emerson DeVos, Josie Gendruschke, 
Grace Grandelius, Grace Kauffman, 
Emily Kohns, Oliver Leslie, Alexander 
Pavlov, Sophia Reuss, Annelise Ross, 

Riley Sauter, Lilly Schlafhauser, 
J Cooper Smith, McKenna Smith, 
Giancarlo Vettraino-Kobold, Sean 
Wallace, and Colin Wojtowicz. As 
part of the confirmation process, they 
went on retreat and wrote a personal 
statement of faith. Many thanks to all 
the covenant partners and parents who 
supported them on their journey. 
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Fall Kick-Off on September 8

Everybody is invited. 
Join us after the

10am worship service.
The whole church will be here, ready to 

worship and play together. 
Worship at 8:30 or 10:00am.

New this year: Classic Car Show!
Show off your classic car!

Fun and games for all ages. “Cooper” the 
big white dog will be here. There will be 
inflatables, such as an obstacle course and 
slide, face painting, crafts, a caricature artist, 

and more!

A delicious barbeque lunch will be 
available if you want to break bread together.


