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Second Quarter 2019

As Everybody’s Church we commit ourselves to serving 
Christ by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.

First Presbyterian Church

Celebrating May as 
National Foster Care Month

Our congregation kicked off May as 
National Foster Care Awareness Month with a 
Moment for Mission in which we heard from 
Sampaguita Jones of The New Foster Care.  
Accompanying her was Jasmine, who told us 
about being in 24 different foster placements 
and how the power of prayer and the support 
of others gave her the inspiration to share her 
faith in service for others. We also met Ianna, 
a determined 18 year-old who travels by bus 
for two hours to get to her high school. Finally 
we heard from Lee who plans to go to a school 
that teaches welding.  Members offered Lee 
a summer job and another man has offered 
to provide the welding tools Lee will need in 
school.

In addition, others, including one of our 
visitors, signed up to help tutor or mentor 
some of the youth!  How wonderful that we, 
as a family of faith, can be that wrap-around 
family for others who may not be able to live 

with family right now.
Most everyone took a card with a picture 

and brief story about a young person who is 
looking for a forever family.  Please continue 
to remember your person each day this month 
and pray for his or her well-being. 

And a big THANK YOU and to other 
congregations who donated so many 
beautiful prom dresses! Because of the 
Faith Communities Coalition on Foster Care 
network, we were able to pass along over 175 
prom dresses. These are bringing so many 
smiles to the faces of our young ladies for 
their special day. Thanks to everyone who 
contributed.

Donations of various kinds continue to 
come in which are distributed to our child 
welfare agencies as well as to Grandparents 
Raising Grandkids. Thank you, Everybody’s 
Church, who is seeking to be like family for 
everybody!
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by Dr. John Judson

Pastor’s Corner

Weekly Worship
Sundays:

8:30am Communion 
in the Chapel

10am Worship
in the Sanctuary 

with Sunday School

5pm Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

(casual dress)
2nd and 4th Sundays 

September - April,
once a month May-August. 

A simple meal 
follows every service.

First Presbyterian Church
1669 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, MI 48009
248.644.2040

www.everybodyschurch.org
email: 

contact@everybodyschurch.org

Program Staff

John Judson
Senior Pastor

Joanne Blair
Associate Pastor/Inclusion

and Pastoral Care

Bethany Peerbolte
Associate Pastor for Youth 

and Mission

Cindy Merten
Director of Christian Education

& All Abilities Inclusion Ministries 

Andrew Herbruck
Director of Music Ministries

Julie Madden
Ted Thode

Kate Thoresen
Parish Associates

Ten years.  This May it will be ten 
years since you called me to be your 
senior pastor.  In those ten years much 
has changed.  We have said goodbye 
to two music directors, an Associate 
Pastor, several staff members, the 
Rummage Sale, Christmas Hand-
in-Hand and Presbyterian Women. 
We have welcomed Andrew, Joanne, 
Bethany, Martha, Larry and Dawn to 
our amazing staff.  We have come to 
understand ourselves as Everybody’s 
Church and formally declared that 
we are a fully inclusive congregation. 
We have created new spaces intended 
to help people feel more welcome 
when they come to our church (the 
Welcome Center, Calvin Hall and the 
Lounge).  We have continued much 
of our ministry to the world around 
us through our All Abilities Inclusion 
Ministries, Alcott workgroup and 
Mexico missions.  We have engaged 
in some new ministries including our 
Faith Community Coalition on Foster 
Care, the Ruth Ellis Center, Kenya 
missions and a Southern Border 
Workgroup (more about that in the 
coming months).  We have revamped 
our website and begun to create a more 
vibrant social media presence.  We have 
continued our tradition of fabulous 
children’s and youth ministries, adult 
education and excellent music and 
worship.  We have received over 300 
new members and baptized countless 
children.  However, even with all these 
accomplishments, I feel that there is 
still something that has not received 
the attention that it should, and that 
is developing an intentional focus on 
developing disciples rather than on just 
recruiting members.

What I mean by this is that we 
should be helping people be intentional 
about living in the way of Jesus more 
than just helping them to become 

members. Church 
membership is a 
wonderful thing, 
but it should be 
secondary to 
discipleship.  I 
realize that we 
learn about being 
disciples (living 
in the way of 
Jesus) through worship, education 
and service but I believe that there 
is more that we can and should be 
doing to help all of us discover what 
discipleship looks like and how we can 
live as disciples in the 21st century.  
I believe this because we no longer 
live in that once-upon-a-time culture 
that was so thoroughly “Christian” 
that learning to be a disciple could 
be almost accomplished by osmosis. 
Because this is no longer so, the church 
must rethink how we help people shape 
and form their faith.  To be honest, I 
have no idea what might change or be 
different if we moved in a discipleship 
focused rather than membership 
focused direction.  What I do know is 
that I believe God is calling me, and I 
hope us, to explore what this looks like.  
The session is aware of my concern 
and is encouraging me to explore what 
this vision might look like and where it 
might take us.  

As I enter my second decade with 
you and embark on this quest, I ask 
for your prayers and perhaps soon, 
your participation in some disciple 
formation experiments.  I also want to 
thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for the love and support you have given 
to Cindy and me while we have been 
here.  We both continue to be excited 
about being a part of Everybody’s 
Church.

John
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What Kind of Legacy Will You Leave?

Sometimes we wonder. Do our own 
good deeds really make a difference? 
Does our church “walk the talk” and 
actually demonstrate the love Jesus 
encouraged us to show to all of God’s 
children? Read on to find out what 
others tell us.

“You gave seniors a safe, clean 
home and life-saving services,” wrote 
Presbyterian Villages of Michigan 
Foundation.

“We are so grateful to you for 
coming to our aid with your generous 
donation,” wrote World Medical Relief 
Headquarters.

“We love our partnership with the 
First Foundation and thank you for your 
strong commitment to the vulnerable 

individuals we serve,” wrote Hope, Inc.
“Without your assistance we would 

be unable to provide the many services 
to the homeless such as shelter, food, 
clothing, medical attention, case 
management and transportation,” 
wrote the Welcome Inn.

“We are so grateful,” wrote the Haiti 
Nursing Foundation.

First Foundation, the foundation 
established by FPC to create a long-
lasting legacy of giving, has graced 
the lives of countless men, women and 
children for more than three decades. 
Over the years, the foundation has 
awarded a total of 460 grants – some 
as small as $1,000 and a few others 
as large as $30,000 – totaling $3.6 
million. These gifts have supported 
the work of religious organizations 
and nonprofits in our own community 
as well as overseas. All were made 
possible because faithful members of 
Everybody’s Church made the decision 
to continue their giving long after their 
time here on earth is over by naming 

First Foundation in their estate plans. 
First Foundation recently received 
generous bequests from long-time 
members Pat Lindroth and Barbara 
Lewis.

You can make a legacy gift at any 
time throughout your life but the 
most common way is to include First 
Foundation in your estate plan. This is 
not a complicated step but it should be 
done by a professional who is familiar 
with your personal needs and financial 
status. 

You should have received a mailing 
from First Foundation a few weeks 
ago. In it was an enclosure card asking 
you to let us know if you have already 
included First Foundation in your 
estate plan or if you simply want more 
information about becoming a member 
of the First Foundation Society. Please 
return the card so we can talk with you 
or appropriately recognize and thank 
you. Make your estate plan more than 
the division of your worldly goods; 
make it your living faith statement.

If you should find yourself in our 
church on a Monday morning, please 
stop into the Fireside Room and say 
“Hello” to the Knitting Ministry 
knitters. We are a small group of 
dedicated women who like to share our 
love of knitting and crocheting with 
others.

If you have been under-the-weather 
you know how much a small thoughtful 
gift can mean.

We make shawls  and lap robes that 
go to hospitals and nursing homes. 
When folks are feeling better they 
often wear them as summer wraps. We 
recently received a letter from a young 
lady who took her shawl to her Chemo 
treatment. She said it “kept her warm 
and wrapped in love.” Our scarves 

and hats find their way to foster care 
and Alcott and Whitman elementary 
schools. Our Chemo hats, preemie and 
baby hats go to Children's hospital and 
St. Joe's. We also give a hat or sweater 
to each newborn whose sibling attends 
our pre-school.

We also have a wonderful group of 
home knitters who make sure that every 
baby baptized in our church receives 
a beautiful hand-knit christening 
blanket.

Our latest endeavor came about 
this year with the SOS when we 
discovered that there would be 13 
children in our group of visitors. 
We wanted to give each of them a 
special gift. Our “Happy Hugs” were 
(Continued on Page 4) 

What Kind of Legacy Will You Leave?

Shawl Ministry Shares Love Through Shawls and Blankets

Aly Jules Rodemoyter, 2 1/2 years old, 
at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital with 
her “Happy Hugs” blanket made by the 
Knitting Ministry. 

by Joyce Uzelac



Be our Advocate on 
Social Media
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(continued from page 3) 
born. They are small super-soft 
blankets to bring a smile and a hug 
to those children who may not know 
where they will be tomorrow. They 
were so well received that we decided 
to make them for our own little ones 
who may be ill or sad. If you should 
know of such a child please tell us or 
Jan Peters in the front office. They 
are welcome to a “Happy Hug.”

The Shawl Ministry has roots at 
FPC but we also have knitters from 
Kirk in the Hills and other places. 
Everyone is welcome. All you need 
are your needles and your smile. We 
have the yarn. Come join us and bring 
a friend. We meet from 10:00 AM to 
Noon every Monday. Judy Gillow 
is our fearless leader if you have any 
questions.

Shawl Ministry Mission Bracket

Our winner is Forgotten Harvest! 
We raised $901 from our March 
Mission Bracket. It was a great joy 
to learn about the organizations our 
church members love. Seeing the old 
favorites alongside new passions made 
it clear our church is answering the call 
to be a blessing to others.

You can help the church with 
only a second of your time each 
week. If you see something you 
like from FPC on Facebook, like 
it! Better, choose the heart reac-
tion. Still better yet, comment 
on the post. Even one emoji as 
a comment helps the church’s 
page get noticed more. Once 
Facebook sees people interact-
ing with our posts they will 
share our stuff with other people 
FOR FREE! 

Birmingham Youth Assistance Awards

Each year the Birmingham Youth 
Assistance and Optimist Club recognizes 
youth who have given exceptional service 
to their community. The breakfast 
celebration at The Community House not 
only gets the youth out of the first two 
hours of classes, it is a time for the whole 
community to celebrate the youth who 
are making great life choices. Our church 
had six high school students honored this 
year. They were Aly Simonelli, Cameron 
Howell, Eddie Jevahirian, Jana Dinkeloo, 
Emily McGlynn, and Bobby Kunz. Eddie 
Jevahirian won the Jane Parker Ward 
Scholarship for his work on the Mexico 
mission trips, scouting projects, and other 
amazing feats of selflessness. This is the 
second year in a row that the scholarship 
has been awarded to a student from our 
church. We have AMAZING youth!! left to right: Emily McGlynn, Jana Dinkeloo, Cameron Howell,

Rev. Bethany Peerbolte, Aly Simonelli, Eddie Jevahirian, Bobby Kunz 
and Rev. Joanne Blair. 



Stephanie Kummer is Celebrated as a Diversity Champion
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On Tuesday, April 30, we continued 
the conversation about inclusive 
communities with the showing of the 
film, “Intelligent Lives.” The 70 minute 
film was followed by a discussion and 
Q & A period with Janice Fialka, the 
mother of Micah, one of the young 
adults featured in the film.  

The film is a catalyst to transform 
the label of intellectual disability 
from a life sentence of isolation 
into a life of possibility for the most 
systematically segregated people in 
America. Intelligent Lives stars three 
pioneering young American adults 
with intellectual disabilities who 
challenge perceptions of intelligence 
as they navigate high school, college, 

and the workforce. Academy Award-
winning actor and narrator Chris 
Cooper contextualizes the lives of 
these central characters through the 
emotional personal story of his son. 

Filmmaker, Dan Habib, and his wife 
also share their personal experience 
with their son, and how they 
experienced firsthand the crippling 
consequences of intellectual labeling. 
They found they each carried the same 
implications experienced decades 
before: segregation, isolation and 
incompetence. This heart-warming 
film suggests a different model in 
which persons of all abilities can 
fully participate in higher education, 
meaningful employment, and 

intimate relationships. Our Inclusive 
Communities Network continues 
to meet to provide resources and 
networking opportunities for families. 

We most recently met with families 
who are interested in working together 
to explore and create housing options 
for their loved ones within the next four 
years. The next step is for families to 
commit to attending a two-day training 
program in Chicago followed by about 
18 months of regular meetings. A 
Detroit Presbytery grant will help with 
funding for this initiative which we 
anticipate will begin the end of July. 

FPC Builds Inclusive Communities Network in Detroit Metro Area

Stephanie Kummer was recently 
recognized as a Diversity Champion 
at the 20th Annual Diversity 
Champion Honor Roll on May 2, 
2019 at The Community House by 
the Race Relations and Diversity 
Program. Stephanie was recognized 
for organizing volunteers to provide 
academic enrichment to at-risk 
students at Alcott Elementary School 
in Pontiac by offering hands-on, fun 
and engaging activities that promote 
literacy, critical thinking and mastery 
of academic building blocks. She acts 
as a liaison between Alcott’s principal 
and the church to maintain open lines 

of communication, as well as tutoring 
multiple times each week at the school. 
She shares school news and events with 
tutors/volunteers. This partnership 

strives to support students and staff 
through gifts of time, patience, 
encouragement and kindness. 

Janice Fialka, mother of Micah
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Lunch and Learn 2019

Bring your lunch and eat from 11:30am – 12:00pm in Calvin Hall and then 
enjoy a fabulous program from 12:00 – 1:00pm. Dessert and beverages will 

be provided.  Everyone is Welcome!

                                        May 16, 2019                                                 June 13, 2019

A fun approach 
to healthy foods

Words of wis-
dom and ad-
vice from nu-
tritionist Kay 
Huberty, who 
will entertain 
us and help 
us make wise 

choices in healthy foods to heal 
and nourish whether for meals or 
snacks. 

John Marshall - Tales of 
Bloomfield in the 1920’s

Local historian John Marshall has 
studied the short-lived Bloomfield 
magazine, Afterglow, which 
featured news about happenings 
in the area in the 1920’s. Learn 
about events, people, community 
resources, and homes being built. 
He will share insights into the 
activities and lore of that era.

Youth Sunday Is Special to the Youth and Congregation

This service is one that many youth 
members of First Presbyterian Church 
look forward to each year. When we go 
to youth group on Sundays we learn, 
share, and grow in our faith. This is 
something we only share with each 
other. However, the gospel says we are 
wise to share the word with one another. 
When this worship opportunity rolls 
around, we are filled with joy to fulfill 
our call to share our faith with others. 

All youth group members are 

informed weeks in advanced that 
Youth Sunday is approaching. 
Everyone is ecstatic to participate, and 
we have a large team to put the whole 
thing together. We work on everything 
from the call to worship to music to 
the sermon. We attempt to make it 
meaningful for everyone, even those 
who like traditional worship, while 
making it more youthful, of course. 
When the time comes, everyone is 
thrilled to show the congregation what 
we have learned. We also want the 
church to get a glimpse of what youth 
group is like in a span of an hour. 

Youth Sunday is extremely special to 
us for that reason. We have a chance to 
lead the community inspired by things 
we have discussed in youth group, and 
show how we have grown as a group 
and help the church grow too. Not only 
that but to do Jesus’ work: spreading 
the Gospel.

By Emily McGlynn
FTG’s Alice’s Adventures

FTG presented four performances of 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
March 15-17. The cast had 22 
performers.  The show was directed 
by Mary Walters and produced by 
Cathy Dinkeloo. FTG presents a great 
opportunity to create community and 
hone acting skills. 



Pictures from Holy WeekFinancial Update
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First Presbyterian Church 
General Fund posted an operating 
surplus of $30,000 as of 4/30/2019, 
compared with a budgeted deficit of 
$2,000.  Income was $467,000 for 
the period, $35,000 above budget 
primarily because collections on 
pledges are ahead of plan.  Expenses 
were $437,000, $2,000 above budget.  
Ministry & Program expenses are 
under budget but are expected to 
be at budget when Vacation Bible 
Camp, Youth Triennium and Mexico 
Mission Trips have expenses in the 
next few months.  Administrative 
Expenses are on target, as are 
normal maintenance expenditures 
in property care.  In the first quarter, 
we spent most of our annual budget 
for property improvements: FPC 
completed the first phase of the 
carpeting and painting project on 
the main hallway of the church, 
upgraded phone, WiFi and computer 
systems, installed security cameras, 
and made repairs to sump pumps 
and water heaters as needed. 

Funding of the second phase of the 
carpet installation, replacing carpet 
in the hallway leading to Knox 
Auditorium over the summer, will 
come from the Endowment Fund 
and a contribution from Hand-in-
Hand.

FPC contributed $5,000 to 
the PCUSA Shared Mission.  In 
addition, generous members 
donated $8,500 to One Great Hour 
of Sharing, $9,000 to the Deacons 
and $1,500 to the Flower Fund.

First Foundation granted $17,800 
to causes outside the church and 
granted $15,000 to FPC to fund 
the Kenya Mission Trip. The First 
Foundation Committee launched a 
major campaign this year to remind 
us what a blessing First Foundation 
is, and to encourage us all to 
consider leaving a lasting legacy 
with a gift to it through our estate 
plans. If you have any questions 
about First Foundation, please see 
our website, the new FF brochure 
and the annual report. 
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FPC Welcomes New Members

Family News
In Sympathy:

 = Stuart B. Shuster, father of 
Ellen Shuster, February 13

 = Scott D. Vrooman, husband of 
Edie Vrooman, February 15

 = Maureen Bateman, wife of John 
Bateman, February 28

 = Arthur Held, husband of Carol 
Held, March 14

 = Scott Stubbs, son of Stephen 
and Mary Stubbs, March 20

 = Dorothy McBride, mother of 
Marlee and Kyle McBride, 
April 5

 = George Davidson, husband of 
Pauline Davidson, April 6

 = Sylvia Bartalucci, mother 
of Merri Lee Jones (Kyle),      
April 14

 = Helen L. Cookenmaster, mother 
of Carolynn Kennedy-Grobbel 
(Mark), April 16

 = Marianna Blenman, mother of 
Jim Blenman (Martha), April 22

 = Stephen Stubbs, husband of 
Mary Louise Stubbs, April 22

 = Ruth Anne Moore, mother of 
Amy, Ann and Jeff Moore,   
May 4

Births:
 [ Vivian Elizabeth Spearin, 

daughter of Jeff and Megan 
Spearin, March 22

Baptisms:
 � Margaret Frances Murray, 

daughter of Michael and 
Kathryn Murray, February 17

 � Simon Reed Black, son of 
Benjamin and Kerry Black, 
April 28

 � Lena Elizabeth Kuhlman, 
daughter of Matthew and 
Catherine Kuhlman, April 28

BSA Troop 1001 Turns 102 and Welcomes Scouts BSA Troop 1001G

Boy Scout Troop 1001 is turning 102 
years old this year! First Presbyterian 
Church of Birmingham (FPC) has 
chartered the Troop since the its 
inception. FPC has supported the 
scouts with leadership, meeting space, 
and program coordination.  The troop 
meets weekly in the church to build 
friendships and teach skills. They take 
yearly expeditions, the most recent 
being to the Kalamazoo Air Zoo. 
Camping, of course, is a favorite of 
the scouts. This June they will go to 
The Summit Bechtel Family National 
Scout Reserve in West Virginia. The 
scouts also participate in seven to eight 
service projects in and around our 
community.  Troop 1001 has helped out 
at the Detroit Urban Farm, Gleaners 
Food Bank, Detroit Mower Gang, and 
Focus Hope.  On May 11 they will be 
pulling invasive plants around Quarton 
Lake.  You may know them best from 
their annual wreath fundraiser which 
comes back again in November. 

In early 2019, FPC became the first 
organization in the scouting North Star 
District to charter a troop for girls, 
officially known as Scouts BSA, Troop 
1001G. This new troop provides fun, 
adventure, learning, challenge, and 
responsibility to young women, all of 
whom will have the chance to earn 
Scouting’s highest rank, Eagle Scout. 
The founding scouts of this troop are 
excited to get started. On a recent 
camping trip one girl commented, "I 
actually wish tonight's campout will 
be below freezing. Now that I have this 
winter camping down, it is even more 
fun," (Chloe Kreindler, Seaholm 9th 
Grader, member of Troop 1001G). 

Scouting is challenging. It is action- 
and skill-oriented; it provides goals 
and a focus on conservation skills 
learned through outdoor activities.  
All are welcome! Please email 
troop1001scoutmaster@gmail.com or 
heidikreindler@gmail.com if you are 
interested or speak with Rev. Bethany.  

First Presbyterian welcomed three new members in March.  Chris Lawson joined 
by Reaffirmation of Faith, Donna Stokes also joined by Reaffirmation of Faith 
(both pictured above) and Paul Gillin joined by Letter of Transfer (not pictured).  
Welcome to Everybody’s Church!
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Hand-in-Hand Spring Fun

Senior Adventures

On Friday, April 5, 24 Senior 
Adventurers took the FPC Bus down 
to the Michigan Opera Theater in 
Detroit where they enjoyed a full dress 
rehearsal of Hansel and Gretel. The 
show featured flying angels, dancing 
gingerbread and a larger-than-life 
witch! To complete the afternoon, 
Quarton Catering provided the group 
with a scrumptious box lunch.

Spring has finally arrived and the 
Hand-in-Hand Early Learning Center 
is busy with so many of our spring 
activities.  Our annual Spirit Week, 
which celebrates our center, was so 
much fun filled with silly days such 
as pajama day, wacky hair day and 
Superhero/Princess day.  We had a 
prize for the highest participation 
of students and teachers.  Of course 
spring wouldn’t be complete without 
the classroom Easter Egg Hunts. The 
children were very good finders of the 
eggs.

Our teachers finished up their 
four month training course called, 
Teaching with Love and Logic, as well 
as successfully completing a CPR/First 
aid training course.

Upcoming events include a morning 
celebrating Moms with Mother’s Day 
celebrations in our preschool rooms, 
and spring field trips to the Detroit 
Zoo, Red Oaks Nature Center, Skyline 
and the fire station. The school year 
will  finish up with our spring concerts 
during the last week of school ending 
on Friday, May 31.

Friends theme art in the Lion room

Easter Egg Hunt

Elephant Room using their imaginationButterfly Room Superheros Day

Peeps and Pizza

Our Peeps and Pizza event had more 
participants, showing tons of creativ-
ity this year. Peeps dioramas were dis-
played in Calvin Hall. 
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 Vacation Bible Camp
Monday-Thursday, June 17-20, 9:00am to Noon

 for 3½ year olds - 5th grade 
and Monday and Wednesday for 

2 ½ -3 ½ year olds.

Volunteers Needed
This community has a huge heart and we have 
many gifted people who help to make this possible 
each summer.

It takes approximately 60-70 volunteers.  Won’t you be 
one of them?  There are jobs for everyone: help with 
art, music, drama, recreation, lead a group of children 
around the building, prepare decorations and craft 
projects, be a buddy with a child, take photos, help with 
registration, and more.  If you are willing and available, 
please contact Cindy Merten at 248.644.2087 ext 145 or 
cindymerten@everybodyschurch.org.  
Hope to see you there!


